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On the natural roads from Florida to 
the North, winter holidays over, are found 
azalea gardens. Those who travel the old 
Spanish Trail toward New Orleans will 
find it convenient to stop at historic Mo- 
bile, which is drenched with romance, the 
moonlight playing on the Gulf thru sway- 
ing palm leaves, and the sun pouring its 
ruddiest dawn flames into the chalices of 
the deep South. Here you find Spanish 
Moss, like beards of old men, draped from 
ancient Live Oaks and Cypresses, in back- 
drop curtains for the thrilling, ever-young 
drama of the Azalea Festival. It isn’t a far 
journey, and in March you should go. 

Twenty miles south of Mobile, near the 
bay, on the Isle-Aux-Oies River, is a land 
of dreams called Bellingrath Gardens, cre- 
ated because of the love of beauty held by 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter D. Bellingrath, who 
delight in sharing that beauty with you. 


Ir SEEMS incredible that these gardens 
are less than Io years old, for they contain 
stately Live Oaks that have stood 500 
years; huge trees of many kinds. The 
- azalea shrubs, 20 feet high, spreading over 
many acres, all were transplanted; and 
thousands of trees, shrubs, plants, and 
vines were brought in from everywhere. 
One may walk for hours along shady 
vistas opening into broad, sunny acres of 
grass, and find in every moment a new 


A view of Cascade Terrace, with falls flow- 
ing into the river, Bellingrath Gardens 


You look as if from a cool cavern 
southward into the vista of a great lawn > 
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thrill in brilliant bloom or verdant foliage, 
or in reflection of tranquil lake and river. 

In the 40 or 50 acres of carefully tended 
grounds, there are 50,000 azalea plants, 
embracing 75 varieties, ranging in age 
from 12 months to 100 years. There are 
between 600 and 700 camellia bushes, in 
about 100 varieties. 


THE azaleas are chiefly single-petaled 
flowers of tender texture and soft color 
brilliance, ranging from white thru many 
shades of pink and salmon to rose-pink, 
watermelon-red, orange and cerise, and 
vivid crimson, with various markings. The 
shrubs must be grown from cuttings. First 
brought from France to young Mobile in 
1711 by a romantic young Frenchman, 
Fifise Langlois, who learned that the 
grandfather of the captain of his ship had 
originally brought azaleas from China and 
introduced them to southern France, they 
grow with tremendous profusion, in sun- 
shine and shade, and in March cover all 
foliage and branches in solid masses. 

The Camellia, which in your mind may 
be associated with the famous French 
drama Camille, is a lovely rose-like flower, 
chiefly double-petaled, in colors similar to 
azaleas; and of waxen texture and some- 
times variegated. 

Other flowering shrubs found here are 
laurel, oleanders, [ Turn to page 78 


A bewildering riot of bloom in the ravine rock garden > 





Dancers of the spring festival in the drama of the Azalea Trail 


The east shore of Mirror Lake, where swans are always at play 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY HAROLD HALIDAY COSTAIN 
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HERE’S 


Bias are my con- 


suming hobby, and 
I’m proud of it! 
Their unusual 
shapes, their clever manner of protecting themselves 
with spines, thick skins, or bitter juices, their re- 
sistance to drouth, and the beauty of their flowers 
that so fascinate everyone make them even more 
delightful as a hobby—but a hobby, for the same 
reason, you don’t dare ride, /tterally! 

When you realize the vast territory cacti inhabit, 
it isn’t surprising that there are over 1,300 forms. 
They live in hot, sultry, tropical forests; and on 
dry, barren plains. And you'll find them high 





A HOBBY 


Yeu Cau Tu 


in the mountains, where the temperature goes low. 

In selecting cacti, I’ve chosen kinds that flower. 
Most of the night-blooming types are white and 
heavily fragrant, while most of the day-bloomers 
have brilliant, exotic coloring. 

You won’t be content with one or two plants 
once you get the cactus-gathering fever. I began 
my collection with a few plants. It wasn’t long 
before I acquired so many new kinds that I had to 
have a large bay window built into the west end of 
my dining-room to handle them all! The bay window 
has a netted glass roof. The space between the floor 
and the window sill is lined with a sheet-metal box 
with a drainage hole to carry off excess water.* 


To her Seattle home, Margie Miller Lewis has added a bay window purposely for her cacti. She sprays the plants with an-atomizer 
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PHOTOGRAPHS MADE ESPECIALLY FOR BETTER HOMES & GARDENS BY DEPUE, MORGAN & ©. 
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A Better Homes & Gardens 
reader gives her secrets for 
year-round success with cacti 


By Margie Miller Lewis 


At first I filled the box with peat- 
mossand buried the pots in it.I found 
this method less satisfactory than 
setting the plants in narrow cedar 
boxes painted white. In winter, heat 
next to the window is turned off ex- 
cept when actually needed, for cacti 
require coolness during their dor- 
mant period. The glass shelves in my 
south windows are used for forcing 
early-flowering species in the winter. 
Sun is necessary to produce flowers. 

Species of Mammillaria, Echino- 
cereus, and Echinocactus have flow- 
ered best for me. Cereus don’t bloom, 
as a rule, until they’re quite old, and 
Opuntias require more hours of hot 
sun than I can give them. 


CULTIVATION, with a few ex- 
ceptions, isn’t so different from that 
of other house plants. In winter the 
spiny types must have a resting 
period of 4 to 6 months, with water- 
ing reduced and the plants kept cool 
enough to discourage growth. A tem- 
perature of 45 to 60 degrees is ideal. 
If the pots are buried in sand or peat, 
water this material once or twice a 
month. There’s never danger of rot 
from overwatering when you follow this plan. They 
do like sun and plenty of fresh air during dormancy. 

Cacti will thrive in any type of container so long as 
drainage is good. In water-tight containers, fill the 
bottom with broken pots, charcoal, or old plaster. 

Cacti are best planted together in a box or large 
set. In small pots they’re extremely hard to care for 

ecause they dry out rapidly. During their growing 
season they should be watered as often as the soil 
becomes thoroly dry. While they stand drouth in 
the desert, their roots do receive some moisture 
from below. Dryness in small sun-baked pots is an 
altogether different story. 

I find it’s a good idea to transplant cacti once a 
year, because often they’ll become root-bound, and 
it’s a good way to check for root pests. Pests on the 
top part of plants are easily controlled with any 
good spray material recommended for them. I’ve 
found rubbing alcohol splendid. 

The root mealy bug has given me the most 
sleepless nights. The presence of these bugs is hard 
to detect and sometimes repotting is the only so- 





lution. Wash the roots thoroly under a strong spray 
of warm water until they’re clean and free of soil. 
Damaged roots should be cut off. The plant is 
placed in a spray solution for an hour and then 
thoroly dried off and potted in fresh soil. Douse the 
pots in boiling water to make sure that all bugs are 
killed, and at intervals of two or three weeks satu- 
rate the soil with spray material (not mineral oils) 
which won’t harm the roots. I’ve found a rotenone- 
pyrethrum mixture best. Transplanting in no way 
damages the plants unless an overdose of water is 
given before the roots are again growing. 


It’s a little difficult to recommend one type of soil 
that’s suitable for all types of plants, but the fast- 
growing kinds—including Christmas Cactus, Rhip- 
salis, and Epiphyllum—require [| Turn to page 74 


*Not everyone can build a bay window, but you can obtain the 
same result with some pleasing new plant-shelves that are 
available. They fit almost any window and don’t interfere 
with raising or lowering the top or bottom sash.—Editor. 
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The author finds cacti in endless variety make stunning window plants arranged on shelves 
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BEAUTY SPUTS 


THRU KITCHEN WINDOWS By Ruth Cross 


| SEEM not to get half as tired doing kitchen 
work when my morning-glories are in bloom out 
there,’”’ said my neighbor when I dashed in on her 
early one morning last summer to borrow some 
eggs for. breakfast. 

She pointed to nodding roses and azure trum- 
pets, the vines strung on ordinary twine at the 
window over her cook table. And surely, on a sum- 
mer morning there’s nothing braver—nothing more 
inspiring. Each lovely chalice, crystal- beaded with 
dew, is a blithe reminder that we, too, are in a sense 

- born anew with every dawn; that hope and cour- 
age—and that daily indispensable for all home- 
makers, cheerfulness—have also their resurrection. 

This neighbor has a pretty stiff job taking care 
of a large family—cooking, cleaning, washing, 
ironing, sweeping out all the mud and dirt that’s 
tracked into her kitchen. I suspect even ay 
much vaunted patience would have worn thin if 
he had had that last to put up with. If these joy- 
ous pink and blue harbingers of the day lift her 
thoughts above the monotonous round of tasks 
her busy fingers are doing, they are, indeed, serv- 
ing right nobly. 


YEs, and my back doesn’t get so jittery— 
sometimes I even forget how my feet ache when 
I’ve been canning all day—since my husband 
spaded up that little garden spot outside my kitch- 
en windows,” chimed in another neighbor, from 
the house on the hill. 

I recalled the May morning when I walked into 
the kitchen of my own under-process-of-remodel- 
ing Connecticut house and saw for the first time 
lovely apple blossoms framed thru every door and 
window. To be sure, the doors and windows weren’t 
even in, but the openings were there. The etching 
of black stems with contrasting blush-and-white 
clouds of bloom was a thing to warm any home- 
maker’s heart—and take the curse off even dish- 
washing. 


SoMEHOW those apple blossoms turned that 
bare, unpainted, little room into something more 
than a mere workshop. It became at once a radiant 
and glowing part of home—if not the heart, cer- 
tainly the vitals! 

“After all,’’ the friend from the house on the hill 
went on, “most of us spend about one-third of our 
day in the kitchen—often more, cooking, ironing, 
washing dishes, burning our fingers— 

“Funny, isn’t it? Few, even small town wom- 
en, are now so unlucky as to be without colorful 
and reasonably convenient kitchens—electric re- 
frigerators, washing machines, and some of the 


1 and 2 are beauty spots (photographed especially for Better Homes 
& Gardens by Harry G. Healy) thru the kitchen windows of Ruth 
Cross, author of this story and Better Homes & Gardens reader. 
Walks, beckoning to a shaded arbor (3) or leading our steps and 
thoughts thru flowery arches (4) also have fascinating possibilities 


other magic things that make housework almost a 
leasure. But how many have anything nice to 
ook at outside those gaily curtained windows over 
the sink or the cook table? To me that makes at 
least half the difference between sordid drudgery 
and a pleasant, creative occupation.” 


WENT off toward home presently, dandling the 
breakfast eggs in my basket—and pondered. 

In our neighborhood, thanks to kitchen and gar- 
den tours and an unusually energetic community 
garden club, creation of small beauty spots that 
could be enjoyed from kitchen windows was get- 
ting to be quite the rage. Why shouldn’t every 
woman have something inspiring to look at while 
she chops the family cole slaw or irons the baby’s 
rompers? It needn’t cost anything to speak of, 
either in money or labor. Even the tiniest plot of 
bloom would be a refreshment to body and mind 
it could easily be planted with leftovers from the 
real flower garden. 

Of course, if the windows of the culinary work- 
shop look out upon the garden proper, so much 
the better, but too often that’s not practicable. In 
the South, more and more houses are being built in 
the delightful Spanish fashion around a garden, 
giving every room a flowery vista. But in more 
northern latitudes, where heating and such mun- 
dane affairs must be taken into account, we can’t 
spread ourselves about so magnificently. Anyway, 
ate something individual in this idea of a 
kitchen’s having a little garden or beauty feature 
all its own. No mere sharing of the family flower 
plot could be quite the same. 


ONE woman I know has simply a grape arbor 
with a cool white seat under it, where she can sit 
to shell peas or snap beans. Green stretches of 
lawn beyond slope down to an old stone wall—a 
restful prospect on a scorching summer day. My 
friend from the house on the hill has an 8-foot 
hardy border set in the shelter of her New England 
house. And what a background that time-mel- 
lowed home makes for everything from forsythia, 
jonquils, and pansies in spring, thru the June and 
midseason processional of iris, peonies, phlox, to 
hardy asters, monkshood, sneezeweeds, and chrys- 
anthemums in fall! 

And, oh yes! I don’t mean to slur over a splen- 
did, upstanding specimen of Peegee Hydrangea, a 
mass of pink and purple and bronze in September. 
Let them who will turn up their noses at Peegee. I 
still maintain that, properly placed and not too 
severely pruned, it’s one of the legitimate glories 
of autumn. And you don’t have to use it for dust- 
catching winter bouquets! 

Another woman in our community has trans- 
formed some very unsightly heaps of stone into a 
really fine wall garden, directly in line with her 
kitchen windows. At every | Turn to page 75 
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uke Wives wHo— 


‘The come-hither look in her 
eye... just to hook him" 


The Good Woman may think she 
knows how to pull the strings 





By Wainwright Evans 


Husbands! Here’s the makings 
of a check list; and don’t let 


sentiment interfere! 


oa woman of my dreams never leaves 
the cap off the toothpaste. She’s versed 
in a Magic whereby she can keep a house 
speckless, dustless, and in order without 
ever getting caught in the act. 

She never touches her husband’s den. 
There she permits Disorder to reign su- 
preme, with a jet-black image of Chaos 
perched above the door, bearing the 
motto “All Dust Cloths Leave Behind 
Ye Who Enter Here!”’ And never, never 
does she disturb the papers on his desk, 
not tho they reach in wobbly, toppling 
piles to the ceiling. 


WHEN Lesser Women—breeds with- 
out the law—peep into that Bluebeard 
Chamber over her shoulder and utter a 
deprecating “‘My dear!” she merely 
smiles in a perfectly relaxed manner and 
says serenely, ““Dear George! When he 
comes out of that jungle into the married 
part of the house, he’s so thankful for me 
that he becomes almost manageable!” 

To which she adds quickly, “Not that 
I ever try to manage him! Perish the 
thought!” 

Another thing about the woman of my 
dreams is that she has the Squaw Habit 
of Mind. The Squaw-Minded Woman is 
God’s gift to Man. She’s the woman who, 
tho she can’t saw a board on the line, or 
drive a nail straight, can nevertheless 

make a dresser out of a soap-box, a table 
out of a pile of kindling, and a home out 
of any given thousand cubic feet of 
space, and “‘give to airy nothing a local 
habitation and a place.” 

Such a woman, moreover, can stretch 
a dollar, run the family bank account, 
pay the bills, and even slip her husband 
into a new suit so painlessly that he nev- 
er knows he’s getting it. She takes him 
downtown to help her get a new suit. 
Suddenly he finds himself surrounded by 
tailors, and that’s the last he knows. He 
comes out from under the anesthetic, 
and there’s the suit, on him—while the 
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tailor grins, and she straightens his tie, 
and laughs, and gives him an indulgent 
kiss well over on the alkaline side. 

Of course, when she dished out that 
stuff about never trying to manage him, 
she was lying. It’s just that she knows 
how. The measure of her charm is that 
she has a sense of humor and a realistic 
standard of values such that she can 
make men mentally comfortable and re- 
laxed in her presence. 

So much for the woman of my dreams. 

It’s now time to turn on the heat. | 
proceed to describe the woman of my 
nightmares. This woman bears a label 
by which you can easily spot her, any- 
time, anywhere. She’s a Good Woman. 
She’s that deadly female whose God-ap- 
pointed mission in life is to take men by 
the scruff of the neck [ Turn to page 66 
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| - husband of my dreams trails a few 
clouds of gallantry into the married 
state—such as, for instance, those activi- 
ties with overshoes, a helping hand into 
the car, a shove of the dining-room chair. 

Of course I know, for I’ve been re- 
minded often enough to the salient truth 
—wives are for the most part free, white, 
and twenty-one, quite able to tug at ga- 
loshes, open car doors, spring nimbly in 
beside their silent and waiting life-part- 
ners, and pull in after themselves their 
own chairs at the dining table. But a wife 
needs to feel valued. 

The change from being a courted 
sweetheart, into just a garden variety of 
wife, takes a hardy kind of acclimatiza- 
tion. In the chill reality of five years aft- 
er, the little woman is likely to brood, 
“A fat, stodgy Mamma-lady. That’s me, 
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By Eleanor Hubbard Garst 


Wives! Here’s the makings of a check list; 


and don’t let sentiment interfere! 


and Bill thinks so too. Where’s it all 
gone, | wonder—that gay radiance we 
both thought I had?” 

A wife’s self-esteem (not the glamor- 
ous fiction character who seems to keep 
husband and suitors all in a dither from 
the cradle to the grave, but the loyal, 
hard-working wife of honest-to-goodness 
every day) is terribly, tragically, patheti- 
cally dependent on her husband’s atti- 
tude. Tradition, drama, novel, short 
story—all invest the female creature 
with glamour. But when the only man 
she knows intimately acts as tho his wife 
were exactly as glamorous as a dish of 
cold mashed potatoes, something is killed 
that’s as important to a woman as faith 
in his own capacity for success is to a man. 


| LIKE husbands who credit their wives 
with some managerial ability. When an 
intelligent woman dedicates the prime 
years of her life to managing a household 
and children, she has earned some kind 
of a degree. Her husband may deplore 
with her the high cost of bacon, the un- 
believable appetite of a 15-year-old boy, 
the grim necessity of modish apparel for 
the sweet girl graduate. But hra years 
of hard and practical labor, the wife has 
earned the right to be promoted from 
the kindergarten class of justifying be- 
fore her husband the high cost of main- 
taining a family. No wike worth her salt 
will refuse to rise to the challenge, ““My 
dear, in spite of all I can do our income is 
falling off, We’ ve got to cut down our ex- 

enses. Where can we trim the corners 
best?” Note the “we.” 

But something is haywire when each 
monthly time of financial reckoning is an 
exchange between an accusatory hus- 
band and a fluttering, apologetic little 
wife. She may flutter outside, but inside 
she boils in honest wrath. Child produc- 
tion is a dual affair; child growth in stat- 
ure and appetite a biologic imperative; 
rising living costs an [| Turn to page 66 
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SECOND FLOOR 


- Alter” Photographs by Samuel H. Gottscho 
BEL pene BEDROOM 
10-6" 12-0*16-0 


Left and Above: New FIRST STAGE 
construction in solid 
black; original con- 
struction cross-hatched 


PRESENT STAGE 


‘ 


Above, First Stage: In 1923 the house was 
a bit dejected looking. It had just been 
moved from its former location on Bayville 
Avenue. . . . Above, Second Stage: The 
Chester A. Arthur front porch has been 
ripped off, but part of the spider web of 
downspouts remains. . . . Left, Final Stage: 
Sterling Patterson, writer and gardener, re- 
flects that when he transplanted this home 
the tallest shrub on the new site was a 6-inch 
sumac. ... Pictures on this page were taken 
from Camera Angle 2, marked on the ground 
plan you'll find by turning the next page 
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Below, First Stage: Transplanting made the 
house look no less desolate. Mrs. Patterson 
appears to be looking for her ripping bar or 
her machinist’s hammer. . . . Below, Second 
Stage: Two more rooms began to take shape 
a little faster, but the barrel was still promi- 
nently displayed. . . . Right, Final Stage: 6- 
year-old Dushane, perhaps the most garden- 
minded of the flower-loving Pattersons, ex- 
plains to his sister Harriet that he transplanted 
most of the white petunias tumbling over 
this gay little terrace. . . . These photo- 
graphs were taken from Camera Angle 1 


FIRST STAGE 






Wher my wife gets to Heaven—long before 


she’s decided upon the most becoming angle for 
her spring halo—she will have considered the ad- 
visability of changing into a guest room the pantry 
of her new abode and, perhaps, of adding a wing. 
Remodeling has always been her besetting virtue. 
To this inventive talent, primarily, is attribut- 
able our Long Island home. A forthright dwelling, 
modestly reposing beneath the towering lacery of a 
weeping willow, it occupies an unostentatiously 
landscaped plot on a quiet lane in a minute North 
Shore village, some 35 miles (as the commuter 
flies) from the roar ol New York. 
Thus has it rested—to judge by present appear- 





ance alone—from the brave young days of our re- 
public down to the hectic present, stoutly with- 
standing summer sun and winter blast, calm, 
mellowed, undismayed. 

Yet, in point of fact, the sturdy lines of this 
tranquil residence, less than 15 years ago, were 
blurred by a Chester A. Arthur front porch, con- 
fused by a spider-web of downspouts, and ob- 
scured by a cream and arsenic color scheme. The 
cottage contemplated a preoccupied world from a 
site half a mile away from the one to which it now 
seems so completely to belong. And the pleasant 
garden surrounding it today was, then, an open, 
furrowed field, as devoid of shrub or tree as a 
soothsayer’s crystal is of whiskers. 


My WIFE’S ingenuity accounts also for the fa- 
cility with which this seemingly small house has 
expanded to provide shelter for a family of six and 
to extend a welcome to transient relatives and 
week-ending firemen. Something is forever being 
done to it. When pipes burrowed their way under- 
neath our community, the original coal-eater re- 





PRESENT STAGE 
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tired in favor of a gas range. An outmoded furnace 
made way for an oil-burner. Even as I write, the 
screech of protesting nail announces the destruction 
of the built-in double-deckers in the ‘boys’ room.” 


TIME marches on. The house keeps pace. 

No hike in its history, however, can equal the 
prodigious leap made in the fall of 1923. That event 
was Olympic, no less. At a bound, the house found 
itself perched upon freshly constructed foundations, 
ampered and watted, enlarged, equipped with mod- 
ern heating and plumbing, and, at the same time, 
turned backward in architectural style to a period 
75 years older than its factual birthday. 

We’d often noticed the forlorn little structure, 
blushing behind its gingerbread, as the family car 
strode past on the way to the 8:22. It seemed a shame 
to ignore it. Its masses were so straightforward, so 
honest. Gimcracks removed and clapboards revived 
by a coat of white; shutters painted a weathered 
blue-green to avoid the surprised look, which pain- 
fully new houses many times have; that Victorian 
porch banished and an inartificial one built at the side 
—what an opportunity for disciplined imagination. 

We tried to buy it, as we’d tried to buy other 
houses. Generally, price got in the way. This time, 


the place just wasn’t for sale. The owner thought he 
might tear it down some day. It spoiled the entrance 
to his estate. But he certainly had no intention of 
selling the land, ever. 

Mentally, we checked that one off the list; and, 
sighing, went back to more reading of architectural 
handbooks and magazines, more filing of clippings 
from the then-budding Better Homes & Gardens an 
other encouraging periodicals, more experimenta 
gardening on our rented grounds. 

Came a day full of signs and portents. Men bit 
dogs. Pigeons chased hawks. Mosquitoes growled at 
goldfish. 

My wife, electric with news, met me at the station. 

“T’ve got it,” she popped at me, twitching in her 
excitement. 

“Got what?’ I wanted to know, fearing, from her 
wriggling, that she might mean Poison Ivy. 

“The little white house.” 

“But it’s not for sale... . 

“Oh, yes, it is. I bought it. I mean I said we would. 
Not the land. Just the house. And those lots, back 
of Schrader’s barn, would be the very place to move 
it. Shall I drive over to them, now?” 


| 
1 
] 
i 


”? 


Have you ever seen a capable woman go after 
something she wants? She makes a hound, hot on the 
scent of a rabbit, look as tho he were standing still. 

In less than a week, that indefatigable girl had a 
complicated deal not only lined up but virtually 
signed, sealed, and delivered. She had an option on 
the house; a quotation on the cost of moving it and 
of fabricating its new basement; a price on two lots, 
totaling 100 feet x 110; a rough estimate of remodel- 


Penniman Patterson and his cousin, Marion Barker, of Baltimore, rest, while 
Sterling, Jr., oldest of the Patterson boys, snips a grass tuft in the pool garden 
he and his brothers and father created from a treeless waste. Camera Angle 4 


sr 


+ 

Mrs. Patterson doesn't 
garden, but she likes to 
cut and arrange flowers 
for the home she de- 
signed. Camera Angle 3 
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Sterling, Jr., man-about-town who now charges real wages » 
for grass-cutting, was knee-high to a lawn-mower when he 


nce 

; f began to help build the Patterson garden. Camera Angle 5 
nd ing expense; and an angel ready to finance the 
ral project, provided he approved of the modifica- 
nos tions we proposed to make. In seven more days, 


ind measurements had been taken and a set of plans 
tal drawn. Twenty-four hours after the angel’s of- 
ficial blessing, work was under way. 
bit Now ; ; 
at OW, lest it be supposed that such incredible 
speed reflected haphazardness, let me explain that 
on. we had long before drawn up and stored, in our 
= building hope-chest, a tentative alteration pro- 
gram for this very house. In truth, for every pur- 


chasable possibility within a radius of 25 miles of 








her ‘ > 
our rented habitation, we’d fashioned crude 
sketches. There were, possibly, 100 of them, in 
addition to the usual collection of 5-bath dreams 
ld. that rational couples ordinarily abandon shortly 
ick after the arrival of the second baby. 
ane We knew in advance, therefore, what steps 
might be taken in order to trans- [| Turn to page So 
ter 
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A landscape-architect relation looked 
over the barren field below and con- 
ferred this ground plan upon Patterson 






This pleasant spot, in which the three 
Patterson boys play mumblety-peg, 
was a furrowed field (left) when Har- 
riet, 16-year-old daughter of the 
family, was still too young to read 


BEFORE 
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Illustrations by Walter Young 


If the room for two girls or two boys is > 
short on closet space, build directly 
across the end, forming twin wardrobes 
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uilt-ins for Growing-ups 
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By Martha Pratt Haislip 












a many tumbles have already been taken 
on Johnny’s bat and Mary’s skates, dropped 
hastily in the pell-mell rush for dinner. And 
too often that important habit of neatness 
never got started because there just wasn’t 
any place to put thingsy Built-ins, con- 
structed by the handy man or an understand- 
ing carpenter, are big items in solving such 
problems. A closet or cupboard here and a 
children’s stair rail and a shut-away desk 
there soon become true mother-savers. 



















Often the wall space in a hall is wasted. If wraps are “‘al- 
ways lying around” in yours, line it with shallow cup- 
boards and drawers, labeling them plainly. Window 
seats with hinged tops are also grand storage centers 


“The play's the thing,”” and the important thing in 
a lot of young lives. Almost every basement offers 
some room where a stage can be built. Off to one 
side set up a workbench for building stage furniture 
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. 
Perhaps the architect didn't make use of your under- 


stair space. Then get together with a carpenter on a 
locker scheme. Label the lockers with the names of 
the various members of your family. You'll find lino- 
leum for this hallway the best mother-saver of all 








Out of the wall it pops—a handy folding desk > 
for the upstairs hall. It's a perfect spot for making 








out laundry lists, wrapping mysterious packages, 
jotting down inspirations for tomorrow's dinner 














<A narrow hand rail placed low on the wall 
side of the stairs gives a boost to small climb- 






ers and does away with smudgy fingermarks 


Se nna 
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SCIENTISTS OF A CONTINENT DISCUSS 


The Oninls \ 


By Gladys Denny Shultz 


Better Homes & Gardens’ Child Care and Training Director 


Two hundred and fifty famous American and Ca- G 
nadian scientists were called to Toronto recently to he 
consider the progress of these five little girls on whom tee 
the eyes of the world are turned. To report this of 
unique meeting to you, Better Homes & Gardens - 








sent its child care and training director to sit in on 


Three leading psychologists of the United States and Canada talk the sessions. Here is her story.—The Editors. 


things over in Toronto. Left to right: C. H. Judd and George 
Stoddard, of the United States, and E. A. Bott, of Canada 


ie Dionne quintuplets played happily last 
Halloween, while at Toronto, two hundred miles 
away, their fate and their future were being dis- 
cussed in the strangest family council ever held. 

Fifty scientists from the United States and two 
hundred from Canada sat in to hear the discus- 
sions by the committee of ten distinguished doctors 
and psychologists who have been studying the 
Quints as children have never been studied before. 

Science is tremendously interested in the Quints, 
because for the first time in all history, it has un- 
der its microscope five persons of exactly the same 
heredity, five chunky little darlings who came 
from one ovum. Any difference between the Quints 
must therefore be the result of environment. 

What differences will environment make? 
Science is watching and waiting. 

Too, scientists wonder what the future of these 
little girls is to be. Tho the Quints have been 
visited by a million people from all corners of the 
earth, they’ve never played with other children 
except occasionally with their older brothers and 
sisters. Studies show plainly that the Quints need 
contacts with new and strange children; yet they 
can’t go to public school, for instance, without two 
or three thousand people standing about all the 
time trying to get a glimpse of them. 


OF COURSE, lovable Dr. Allan Dafoe at- 
tended the council, representing the guardians of 
the Quints and also as a member of the committee 
of ten—five from Canada and five from the 
United States—who have directed the care and 
training of the children thus far. 

Other representatives of the Dominion were 
Doctor Datoe’s brother, Dr. William Dafoe, To- 
ronto obstetrician, and Doctors W. E. Blatz, J. 
W. MacArthur, and E. A. Bott of the University 








“The Quints need more playmates."’ Doctor Judd, of Chicago 


(middle), visits at Callander with Dr. W. E. Blatz, Judge George of Toronto, while the United States contingent 
J. Valin, of Callander (left), one of the guardians; Dr. Allan was composed of internationally known Doctors 
Dafoe, and F, A. Davis, official photographer to the Quints, at right C. H. Judd, N. A. Freeman, and H. H. Newman of 
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Gladys Denny Shultz, herself the > 
mother of two children, gets first- 
hand information about the Quints 
from Doctor Dafoe. 
of the kindest and most unas- 
suming of notables,” 





tulicse 


“He's one 


she says 


the University of Chicago, George Stoddard of 
lowa’s Child Welfare Research Station, and R. E. 
Scammon of Minnesota’s. 

Modern methods of bringing up children are on 
trial at Callander and well dothese scientists know 
it. As the little Dionne princesses are reared, so 
will be reared hundreds and thousands of other 
children if the parents of the world are satisfied 
with the results. 

“You can’t make any mistakes at Callander,” a 
noted American psychologist gave friendly warn- 
ing at the conference. ““You dare not.” 

‘“‘We won’t make any,” Dr. Allan Dafoe flashed 
back. “The welfare of these children comes first. 
While that is the case, no mistakes will be made.”’ 


You have read, no doubt, the announcement 
from the conference that all the Quints come from 
one egg. Doctor MacArthur, the biologist of the 
committee of ten, and his associate, Dr. N. H. 
Ford, established this by astonishingly minute 
comparisons of the children. They showed us 
prints and casts of their fingers, toes, palms, and 
soles, sketches of the insides of their ears, pictures 

made by putting together two photographs of the 
left side of each quint’s face, and two of the right. 
I learned that Marie’s hair curls clockwise, but 
that the hair of all the others waves counter-clock- 
wise, and dozens of similar details too numerous 
to mention here. 

As a check, similar observations were made of 
the older brothers and sisters. It was found that 
while there were a number of resemblances among 
the latter, there were more differences. With the 
Quints, on the other hand, the likenesses were 
overwhelming, and the differences so trivial that 
when taken with the evidence of the afterbirth, 
the biologists stated without hesitation that they 
were one-egg Quints. The biologists showed us 
that the right hand of each Quint is more like that 
of her sisters than it is like her own left hand. They 








PHOTOGRAPHS BY WILSON, THE TORONTO STAR 


pointed out a very rare formation, found in -less 
than I percent of the population, in the finger 
ridges of every Quint. They showed us the slight 
tendency of the second and third toes of the chil- 
dren to be webbed together, told us that com- 
plexion, eyes, and hair of each are alike in color. 


KNOWLEDGE that the Quints are identical 
makes even more amazing the miracle of their 
survival. We had known that they started life 
with the handicap of two months’ prematurity, a 
tough obstacle for any baby. We had known that 
they were unbelievably tiny besides, Marie weigh- 
ing less than 114 pounds, and the average for the 
five being only a little over 2 pounds, while the 
average girl baby weighs 6% pounds at birth. 

Now Doctor MacArthur explained to us a fur- 
ther difficulty in the very nature of their being. 
When more than one child comes from a single 
egg, it’s by a process of division, one splitting off 
after another, and each division ‘making for some 
retardation. Because Yvonne is the largest and 
strongest, with Annette, Cecile, and Emilie grad- 
ing down to Marie, the smallest and weakest, 
there is ground to believe that they were formed 
in that order. Every such division lessens the 
chances of babies to live, and the 44 other recorded 
groups of quintuplets either were born dead or 
died soon after birth. The wonder is that the 
Dionnes were saved. 


THus was set forth the handicap, the greatest 
with which five children ever began life. The rest 
of the conference was a tale of triumphant over- 
coming of handicaps and obstacles. 

We learned that physically the children are up 
to par or over it. In height they are an inch or two 
under the average; but Yvonne weighs more than 
the average child of 3; Annette, Cecile, and 
Emilie are average; while Marie is only 2 pounds 
under. Yvonne is average men- [ Turn to page 68 
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THEY BUILT TOA 17 


It's often said to be impossible, but this young California 
couple, skillfully guided by Architect Robert Finkelhor, 
a year ago reached the goal of a delightful home with 
exactly the money they planned to spend—$4,000 


Four thousand dollars is a lot of money 
piled dollar on dollar, but it’s often considered 
rather little when it comes to building a house 
—a really interesting house. There are so 
many new modern conveniences and attractive 
features available, and we want them all! 
The David Brickers, a young married cou- 
ple and Better Homes & Gardens readers of Los 
Angeles, heartily disliked living in apart- 
ments. They had to admit, however, that 
they personally knew nothing about the con- 
struction of a house. And their realization 
that they would need expert advice if they 
were to accomplish their goal on so little 
money is the reason their $4,000 built a house 
worth writing about. Their decision to part 
with a small portion of their savings to pay an 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY FRED T. DAPPRICH 


a 


By Martha B. Darbyshire 


architect to maneuver the most out of their 
money was sound judgment. Only a skilled 
mind could have created so unusual a house, 
incorporating so many features usually found 
only in an expensive plan. 

Robert Finkelhor, of Los Angeles, was the 
architect. The house was to be a two-bedroom 
house and the Brickers’ choice of architecture 
was French Colonial. The lot which Mr. and 
Mrs. Bricker had bought, at the west border 
line of Hollywood adjoining Beverly Hills, was 
quarter-pie shaped. With a 50-foot setback, it 
was evident the housé couldn’t face the street. 
It must run sideways, or rather lengthwise, of 
the lot. By putting the house to the north lot 
line and by building the house in a U shape, 
the living-room could be in the center of the 


The space between the bedroom and dining-room wings is cleverly utilized as a terrace for 
outdoor living, with a portion of it shaded and protected by a light and attractive canopy 


Betrer Homes & GarpDens, 


January, 1938 





—— 





- « - 
n * 
-_ 
a 2 Prone 
o> , , é 
-. - \ 4 
xT : t v 
} ro i. 
F 
J a 
‘ : 4 
g —% - 
= = "a 
— 
-~ 
if 12 Bete. 
sg ta f 
See a 
2 ies aol oes 
vi a 
= 
= Jeul 
LAUNDRY KITCHEN | 
SOx8 ‘| 6-0%«10 $4 
s, A DINING-ROOM 
. . - ' . 
The convenient garage door is covered TERRACE 3] 10-0x12-0" 
with siding so that it doesn't detract from pepe 
the charming appearance of the house < = 
cL. win 
— 
< The recessed entrance vestibule allows ac- LIVING-ROOM 
BEDROOM x 15-0 24-0” 


cess from the garage and protection from 
the weather, a most practical arrangement 


house with a court- 
yard immediately out- 

side the living-room. 
The house is built of 

one-inch redwood sid- 
ing, a wood-shingle 
roof with tile coping 
which costs but little 
more, and with a brick 
dado in front which, to cut the cost, is built of 
laster at the back of the house. By ‘planning a 
devel house with a courtyard in the center, 
the architect had a chance to corner rooms and 
ain cross-ventilation. With a setback of 50 
Sar, there’s a deep front yard, which three 
quarters of the way back from the street is 
planted with ivy. This solid mass of dark green 
round-covering, with the grass around the 
inion a few shades lighter, gives a two-toned 
green setting that is charming for the all-white 
cottage, which has even its roof painted white. 


<A lavatory in an alcove at the entrance to the owners’ 


bedroom relieves the occasional aggravation brought 
about when there is but one bathroom in the house 
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Thruout the entire house Mr. Finkelhor econ- 
omized on architectural details which had to 
be incorporated at the time of building. For in- 
stance, in the living-room he sacrificed a ceil- 
ing moulding and planned a very simple fire- 
place finished merely with an interesting mould- 
ing so that he might panel a bay-window niche. 
The pine-paneled niche, painted white like the 
walls and including bookcases, was an impor- 
tant addition worth economizing to gain. It not 
only adds to the attractive hominess of the liv- 
ing-room but also makes it seem much larger. 


A BAY window, facing onto the outside court- 
yard, was added also, in the dining-room. Here 
the recessed nook not only was an advantage 
from the point of view of additional space, but 
it furnishes good light—a most important con- 
sideration, as the front dining-room window is 
small, ty pical of a French Colonial cottage. It’s 
quite remarkable, then, with the expense of a 
dining-room bay, that Architect Finkelhor was 
still able to give the dining-room the added at- 
traction of a wood dado. 

The larger bedroom is a delightful room with 
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The living-room is restful and liv- > 
able, with a wood-rose rug, an- 
tique white walls, and curtains 
and upholstery in beige, off- 
white cotton brocade, brown 
tapestry, and chartreuse chintz 


























The dining-room, with pearl gray 
walls and a raspberry carpet, has 
a charming wainscoting in white 
to match the rest of the wood- 
work. Raspberry and pearl gray 
chintz frames the bay window 











was able to recess a lavatory in such a way that | 
it’s out of sight when the bedroom door is open. | 
The bathroom has a white tile floor, sepa- | 
rate shower, and most attractive modern ) 
bathroom fixtures. 
The question invariably arises, ““How can it | 
‘ 

( 

( 



































all be done on $4,000?” The answer is, “By 
cutting corners in the right places.” For in- 
stance, a tiled dado in the bathroom would 
have been desirable. Instead, there’s merely a 
tiled slab behind the lavatory, with the rest 
of the walls covered in washable white paper, 
decorated with a gold design. Finished and 
furnished, it’s a charming bathroom, with 
brown and white accessories and the window 
treated with merely a Venetian blind and 
wood scalloped valance. 

From room to room the clever decoration 
continues. No one would guess, seeing the 








windows on three sides. The double windows on the house today, that the Brickers moved in a year ago, 
south are recessed to give deep cupboard — below, a bit worried about the gaps in their furnishings. 
for the radio on the one side and extra bedding on There are still changes and additions to be made, but 


the other. [See bottom photograph on this page.] judging from the fun Mrs. Bricker has had playing 
interior decorator, she’ll probably keep the job going 


So FAR the rooms were of good size, but it was indefinitely, just for the sheer sport of it. 

necessary to conserve space somewhere; so Mr. Fin- Who could ask for more than is in this little $4,000 
kelhor chose the guest room and kitchen as the two _ house? It has all the major good points of an expen- 
rooms to cut down in size. Now a kitchen néed never sive house, with economy used on costly detail which 
be large to be efficient. It’s more a matter of placing may be added anytime. In the meanwhile, the Brick- 
stove, sink, and refrigerator in convenient relation- ers now have a home of their own! 


ship, and in supplying ample counter or 
table space for unconfused work. Like- 
wise, a guest room may be small if window 
and wall space are carefully arranged so 
that furniture fits. 

The one worry of the architect was that 
the budget allowed for only one bathroom, 
and that’s an aggravation in any home. 
The solution came by arranging for a lava- 
tory in the larger bedroom. A hall leads 
from the living-room to the two bedrooms 
and bathroom, with a large storage closet 
off one side of it. By stealing a bit of space 
off the end of the closet, Mr. Finkelhor 

























Interestingly treated is the low, sloping ceiling » 
of the master bedroom, where the yellow wallpaper 
has been carried up to give an effect of height 
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A department of answers 
to building and remodel- 


ing questions you ask us 


By J. F. Carter 











t Do you want the luxury of a tiled wainscot- > 
* ing in your bathroom but think the expense 
- is beyond your budget? .. . . Illustrated is 
n a simple, inexpensive way to acquire a 

gleaming, easily cleaned, and beautiful 
t material of the same character in the form 
y of asbestos sheets with a heavily enameled 

and baked finish. Application is easily and 
j quickly done by any competent carpenter 2 eee 
a 
it 
"y 
d 
his =e t ie 
HE roof of our home, which is quite old and worn- _ pane of such glass, and a sheet of it resting on a 
d looking, has started to leak. A house in our block has cake of ice remains unaffected when molten lead is 

been re-roofed with composition asphalt shingles. How oured on the top side. It’s used largely in ships, 
n long will they last? Are they fireproof? ewan thinner sheets can be used, thus reducing 
- Asphalt shingles of today are quite satisfactory the weight of the craft. It has created a new vogue 
, and economical. When not completely fireproof, in fire-screens for the home and is making possible 
. they’re fire-retarding—that is, flowing sparks from _a_ new type of fascinating all-glass furniture. 
it a neighboring fire or chimney won’t ignite them. 
g How may we mix lime and sand to make a rough- 
g Do you recommend exposed concrete floors? finished wall? What kind of sand, and what pro- 
Nearly all modern hotels, clubs, and many fine _—_ portions? 

- homes have concrete structural floors. They’re The manufacturers are offering such a mixture 
" generally covered with a standard type of floor- already prepared, packed in bags. It would be 
h covering, such as all-over carpet, wood, linoleum, or better to obtain such a prepared mixture, elimi- 
rubber tile; some of them, too, are colored and nating the choice of sand or seeking correct pro- 

















waxed, and rugs are used. Exposed concrete floors 
are often used in sunrooms and recreation rooms, 
occasionally in hallways. When they are the color 
is mixed in with the concrete, and after the floor 
is finished and cured, it’s waxed and polished. 


The steps on our rear stairway from first to second 
floors are narrow; several times they’ ve caused painful 
falls. May we re-surface those treads, and how? 

There’s now on the market a safety tread of an 
abrasive material which is bonded with rubber. It’s 
fastened to the old stair tread with screws and has 
a nose at the front which curves downward so that 
your foot won’t be tripped. It isn’t possible to slip 
on such a tread, and any carpenter can install it. 


What's this new heated-strengthened glass, its char- 
acteristics and advantages? 

It’s plate glass which, by special process in manu- 
facture, develops physical properties quite different 
from ordinary plate glass. Laboratory tests show 
that a 2-pound steel ball dropped from an 8- or 
10-foot height will bounce harmlessly from a thin 





portions. Your lumber yard probably stocks such 
mixtures, or certainly can obtain them for you. 


Can any kind of soap be used safely in washing 
linoleum? 

Strong soaps should be avoided, especially those 
containing abrasives or alkaline ingredients. Abra- 
sive materials act like sandpaper. Free alkali attacks 
any oil, and one of the chief ingredients of linoleum 
is linseed oil. Linoleum manufacturers will be glad 
to supply a list of recommended soaps and cleaners. 


Are insulating boards available in colors for use as 
interior finish? 

Yes, and one manufacturer has recently intro- 
duced a new smooth-finish insulating board, avail- 
able in six standard colors, which serves the 
double purpose of providing insulation and attrac- 
tive decoration. 





Send in your questions. Mr. Carter will be glad to answer 
them. Address “Building and Remodeling Editor,”’ Better 
Homes & Gardens, 5301 Meredith Bldg., Des Moines, lowa. 
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3,000 MILES APART 


TWO BILDCOST GARDENED HOMES FROM THE SAME PLAN 


Home of Mr. and Mrs. Hubbert R. Quinter 





HESSLER STUDIO 


a 
The front view of this Bildcost Gardened Home of the Hub- 
bert R. Quinters on the outskirts of the nation's capital city in 
Montgomery County, Maryland, illustrates this home's 
adaptability to elevation treatment. ‘The attractive knoll 
completely surrounded by large shade trees is a lovely set- 
ting for this house as portrayed on the cover of the April 
[1936] issue of Better Homes & Gardens,” says Mr. Quinter 


The Quinters’ Bildcost home: rear side. Designed so that all 
major rooms—the living-room, library, dining-room down- 
stairs, and all bedrooms upstairs—look out upon the garden, 
the Two-Story Gardened Porch becomes the theme of the de- 
sign, and the upper porch has the advantage of being either 
open or shaded at the roof. Planting was not yet complete 
nor season's foliage yet out when this photograph was taken » 


Berrer Homes & Garpens, January, 1938 





: A 
Just as much at home in California as in the nation's capital is 
this house, from Bildcost Plan No. 604, here shown as fhe new 
home of James E. FitzGerald, San Jose, Cal., which was com- 
pleted late in 1936 from Bildcost Architect Salomonsky’'s design. 
It's all white with the exception of contrasting color in the two pairs 
of second-story shutters for the sake of richness. The little dormer 
windows and rambling roof lend a casual air to its attraction 
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Home of Mr. and Mrs. James E. FitzGerald 


a a home that caters to varying moods, ob- 
served Architect Verna Cook Salomonsky when she 
completed the plans for Bildcost Gardened Home 
No. 604. Agreed are many who have taken advan- 


tage of Better Homes &§ Gardens’ Bildcost Gardened- 
Home Service. Pictured here are two beautiful 
homes recently built from this plan—‘‘ . . . a home 
of distinctive merit.”’ If you wish to know the exact 
cost to build this home in your city, send a 3-cent 
stamp to Better Homes & Gardens for List of Mate- 
rials No. 604, which gives all the materials neces- 
sary in construction, with recommendations on 
sources of supply. 

Or send 25 cents for “Better Homes & Gardens’ 
Book of Bildcost Gardened-Home Plans,” which 
pictures and describes many distinctive homes that 
can be built from Bildcost plans and gives a com- 
plete explanation of this service for Better Homes & 
Gardens’ families. 

Hundreds of Better Homes &§ Gardens’ families 
thruout the country have built Bildcost Gardened- 
Homes, and are enthusiastic over them—particular- 
ly those who adhered religiously to the design speci- 
fied by Bildcost and who retained good architects to 
supervise construction of the houses. 

This month, incidentally, marks the sixth anni- 
versary of the inauguration of Bildcost service—a 
service to families that wanted just such a service. 
If you’re planning to build, Better Homes & Gardens 
will be happy to tell you more about Bildcost. 





(Bildcost Gardened-Home Plan No. 604 appears on page 64 
of the ‘Better Homes & Gardens Book of Bildcost Gardened- 
Home Plans,” which sells for 25 cents; and on page 124 of 
“New Ideas for Building Your Home"’—50 cents on news- 
stands or by mail from Better Homes & Gardens.) 
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A comfortably masculine library— > 
plenty of shelves for books, a generous 
mantel for elbow-leaning or the arrange- 
ment of a clock and favorite bric-a-brac 


Suavely modern is this dining-room 
with its recessed alcove and glass 
shelves, its ledge beneath the mirror 
for the current vase of flowers, and its 
cupboard below for china and linen 
v ° 
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WwW. P. WOODCOCK 


Open shelves march up the bathroom wall, 
holding oddments needed close at hand 
Vv 


Ww. P. WOODCOCK 
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White wood shelves bring beauty to these windows, offering a perfect setting for flowers 
and lovely ornaments. Deep window sills serve as a resting place for potted plants 
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THOSE 


MART SPACE-SAVERS 


[7 4 


Ethel McCall Head 


Whaax this country needs is more places 


to put things; not more drawers, and cup- 
boards, and tables, but more shelves, more deep 
window sills, more cased-in radiators—in short, 
more usable surfaces that don’t have to be 
cleaned under and don’t add extra pieces of 
furniture to an already well-filled room. 

Just take a tour thru your home with a pad 
and paper in towand a batch of assorted shelves 
in your mind’s eye. You'll be amazed at the 
number of places they’ll fit in—and the fine 
glow of satisfaction you’l! get out of them once 
they’re up. Of course, you can call in a carpen- 
ter, but if you’ve any sort of a handy man at 
home, you can have a grand time doing the 
job yourself, with smooth boards cut to fit at 
your lumber yard, a few simple tools, angle 
irons and screws, and a good healthy dose of 
imagination to keep you seeing new and better 
possibilities as you go along. 

Let’s start with the living- and dining-rooms. 
How about bookshelves? Maybe there’s a space 
between a jog in the wall and the fireplace 
where you can tuck in a few extra shelves. And 
those potted plants that are always balancing 
perilously on narrow window sills—what about 


GEORGE D. HAIGHT 
- 4 


them? Widening narrow window ledges is twice 
as easy asit sounds. Besidesgiving plenty of room 
for greenery, such widened ledges offer park- 
ing space for magazines, books, knitting—even 
your own tired self, if they’re well supported. 

If you’ve a stretch of dining- room windows, 
why not a shelf or two right across them, or a 
built-in window seat that will take up but a 
few inches more than the regular window sill? 
Or some ingenious shelf experiments marching 
up the wall or corner, topping the sideboard or 
chest of drawers? For why hide away the lovely 
old glassware, the pewter pieces, and the quaint 
figurines? Bring them out into the sunshine 
where they can collect dust—but be enjoyed! 


Next come bedrooms and a chance to wax as 
shelf-minded as you please. You just can’t have 
too many. They may be for books and flowers, 
for children’s toys, for the current collection of 
youthful bric-a-brac, for paper and ink over a 
crowded desk, for toilet articles over a too-small 
chest of drawers, or for that telephone that’s al- 
ways being elbowed off the bedside table. 
Or for sheer comfort, try a shelf over the bed 
itself—one you can reach up to for a book, a 
bonbon, or a bunch of grapes after you’re 
tucked in for the night. In my home I’ve 
an 8-foot shelf running right across the 
heads of our twin beds, spanning the bed- 
side table between. I wouldn’t part with 
it for the world! Just be sure it clears the 
head of the tallest member of the family 
when he sits up in bed, yet is still within 
easy reach. For the wee bedroom or sleep- 
ing porch, this shelf could run parallel to 
the bed, hold alampand an alarm clock, and 
do away entirely with the need for an extra 
table. 
While you’re in the mood, consider also 
more shelves for the bathroom to supple- 
ment the always-full medicine closet. 


So FOR the model homemaker who wants 
everything in place, and for the rest of us 
lazy ones who groan at a lot of furniture to 
clean under—we nominate shelves, shelves, 
and more shelves! 


“Welsh cupboards are ideal for dining-rooms, 
particularly where shelves are needed on 
which to display colorful pottery and glass 
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A GENUINE LAPE All HOUSE 


Designed by Architect Royal Barry Wills, Boston, Massachusetts 


Much has been said and written 
about the Cape Cod house during 
the past few years, and hundreds of 
stereotyped homes have been built 
which almost but not quite caught the 
true flavor of this delightfully simple 
and historic style. Here's one that has 
the actual w werbbves designed by 
one of New England's foremost archi- 
tects. —Editors. 


/ \ CAPE COD house, with all its 
quaint and subtle charm, has developed 
an identity that can’t be mistaken. The 
shingles, the shutters, the white picket 
fences, the low eaves with simple door- 
ways and windows snuggled up under 
them—all lend to the charm of the in- 
finitely livable houses found on Cape 
Cod. 

This type of house was readily ac- 
cepted because it was simple and eco- 
nomical to build. The carpenters, some 
of whom were ship’s carpenters, took a 
great deal of pride in their work and 


Access to the garage, a > 
modern problem, is man- 
aged here without de- 
tracting from the historic 
charm Architect Wills has 
built into his design. The 
shed roof over the wing 
is typical of the additions 
which are so often made 
to the original houses 


MODEL BY STANTON B. COFFIN, 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY STANLEY 


thus created refinements in their houses 
without ever losing the simple charm 
that’s so evident. 

Too many of our Cape Cod houses of 
today follow a stereotyped pattern, 
which in repetition becomes uninter- 
esting. Most of the houses were good, 
but perhaps only one in ten was ar- 
resting in appearance. An especially 
plump chimney, or a tall one, or the 
intriguing angle of shed and house and 
a definite lack of symmetry where sym- 
metry is expected—these are the things 
that make any house interesting. 

And so it is in this house. 

Once upon a time an old ship’s car- 
penter was building a house and he had 
few big timbers on hand with which to 
build. He solved the problem by using 
old ship timbers for his roof rafters, 
creating a provocative bow, which isn’t 
a bit less pleasing to the eye than the 
entasis | meaning “a slight convexity” ] 
on a Doric column. 

Here, then, is our little oddity for 
this house; and for accent, the severity 
of the shed roof in comparison. 
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This true-to-style Cape Cod gardened 













home, because of its squattiness, appears to grow out of the earth and is adaptable to almost any lot 


This Bildcost Gardened Home is also 
designed without losing any of the 
quaintness and subtlety of the old Cape 
Cod house and yet meets all the re- 
quirements of today. Its compactness 
and simplicity of construction make it 
economically sound, and the ingenious 
arrangement of rooms affords all the 
necessary requirements for an eminent- 
ly livable home. The spacious living- 
room, with the large log-burning 
fireplace, small oven, and interesting 
mantelpiece, formsa welcome to guests. 
The terrace is given privacy from the 
street by a high board fence, which is 
a delightful sight with rambling roses 
clinging to it. The kitchen is conven- 
iently located, being easily accessible 
to both front and rear doors. One of the 
most pleasing features is the separation 
of the bedrooms and bathroom from 
the living quarters. The bathroom it- 
self is accessible to the living portion 
and yet slightly elevated and separate. 
The change of levels also adds a quaint- 
ness typical of old Cape Cod. 

Garages were quite unnecessary and 
thus are an added problem to a house 
today. This garage [| Turn to page 84 
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BILIZOST Better Homes ar 
neo. v.s. pat. over, F Gardens’ 

Bildcost (cost- 
to-build) Service is a regular home- 
building feature of the magazine— 
obtainable only from the Meredith 
Publishing Company. 


HOW MUCH WILL IT COST YOU? 


Ler Bildcost tell you. Thru Better Homes & Gardens’ exclusive 
Bildcost Gardened-Home-Plan Service you can learn the exact 
cost to build this home right in your own community. A 3-cent 
stamp, for postage, will bring you a complete list of the materials 
required to build this house, with the exact quantity of each item. 
This involves no cost or obligation on your part. 

Your architect, building-materiab dealer, or builder, using this 
list and the photographs of the house as they appear in the List of 
Materials, can then figure the exact cost of the house to you. 
When you write for the list, address Better Homes & Gardens, 
5401 Meredith Bldg., Des Moines, Iowa, and ask for Materials 
List No. 801. 

The list of materials is only one part of the exclusive Better 
Homes &8 Gardens’ Bildcost Service. Better Homes & Gardens will 
help you build this house! If, after you receive the List of Ma- 
terials, you decide to build the home, we’ll send you the neces- 
sary plans, specifications, and contract forms for the nominal 
price of $5 for one set, $1 each for additional sets. For all 
practicable purposes, three sets are necessary, one for your 
architect, contractor, and yourself. 








No matter where you live—East, West, North, or South— 
there’s a Bildcost Gardened Home for you and your family. Send 
25 cents for the Better Homes & Gardens’ Book of Bildcost Gar- 
dened-Home Plans. It contains descriptions of 43 additional 
homes. Use the coupon on page 84 for ordering either List of 
Materials No. 801, for this home, or for the Book of Bildcost Plans. 
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THE MEXICANS HAVE A WORD 


a 


PHOTOGRAPH, FIDELIS HARRER; ACCESSORIES, MARSHALL FIELD & CO, 


Stores abound in pottery, glass, and napery for your Mexican table. A touch or two will 
give a festive air, or you may go native all the way, as in this table with Mexican glass and 
cloth, and American pottery in Mexican pattern. For ‘Foods of Old Mexico" see page 44 
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Pbixco POLO reported his wan- 
derings with no more enthusiasm than 
today’s traveler returning from Mexi- 
co. Exotic Mexicana, from serapes to 
baby monkeys brought home by our 
friends, and pictures and stories of 
this land of color and native charm 
are potent props in our “good neigh- 
bor policy.”” We’re all longing to go 
and see for ourselves just how our 
neighbors on the south live. Until we 
can do that, we’re finding plenty of 
color to brighten our more somber 
lives in Mexican articles of decoration 
and utility that are being offered 
everywhere. 

In pottery and food especially we’ve 
found a gay festivity that surrounds 
these everyday objects with glamor. 
For a party—a very simple one or a 
great fresta—the Mexican influence in 
decorations and foods strikes the right 
note of novelty and informality. 

In planning a Mexican party, use 
color unstintedly. The Mexicans love 
it—so does the world. So toss conser- 
vatism to the four winds, plunge into 
the spirit of Old Mexico in a whole- 
hearted manner. The Mexican flag- 
colors are red, white, and green; but 
besides these, bright yellows, blues, 
and purples are flaunted in that south- 
ern country, and the most vivid 

shades are the popu- 
lar ones. 
Your traveled 

Q friends will help you 

. with ideas and even 
loan you a few ac- 


2 cessories; and you'll 

\ find plenty in the 

“ stores and at modest 
~@ a thar prices. 


oe If the guests are 
seated at a long ta- 
ble, use either cloth 
or doilies of Mexican 
design and colors. If 
you have neither and 





BETTER FOODS & EQUIPMENT e 


But the pequena (little) party right in your home can have the 





same festivity in a setting of sun-bright colors and informal gaiety 


By Louise Price Bell 


don’t care to go to the expense of buy- 
ing them, substitute that most popu- 
lar material which seems to fit into 
almost any plan—Cellophane. Select 
a brilliant color that will contrast gor- 
— with the china or pottery to 

e used. Lay it in place over a white 
cloth or white doilies to obtain the 
best effect. If Cellophane is used for 
doilies, fringe oblong pieces with scis- 
sors, and use several colors rather than 
one, laying them in place with studied 
carelessness so far as color is con- 
cerned, rather than in orderly color 
succession. 

Suppose small tables are used. Here, 
too, either Mexican lunch cloths or 
large squares of Cellophane may be 
used. If the latter, make sure that 
each table is covered with a different 
color. A suggestion for small tables, 
which I’ve found a happy and inex- 
pensive solution when carrying out 
some definite color scheme, is to pur- 
chase cambric (about 1ocentsa yard), 
and fringe or hem it all around. Cam- 
bric is made in a bewilderingly wide 
range of colors, so would supply at a 
nominal cost the right colors for a gay 
Mexican party. Make napkins to con- 
trast with the cloths, and use four dif- 
ferent colors on each table—none of 
them the color of the cloths—a most 
attractive set-up. Later these cambric 
squares, both large and small, may be 
utilized as dusters and dish-cloths to 
brighten prosaic household tasks. 


MEXICANS favor fruit center- 
pieces. Cactus is always an authentic 
touch. A miniature ox-cart or pack- 
burro makes an effective decoration. 
These may often be found at a variety 
store. Load cart or pack basket with 
small fruits. For an after-dark party 
use low candle-holders with bright- 
hued candles, no two the same color. 
A large Mexican-pottery piece or a 
wooden bowl filled-with gourds and 
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red and green peppers may be used 
between the candles. If you possess or 
can borrow a Mexican-glass bowl of 
that incomparable blue found only in 
that ware, fill it with flaming tan- 
gerines and rosy apples, or with a 
mixed bouquet of bright flowers. 


Tiny silk Mexican flags standing up- 
right in brightly painted corks or on 
gum-drop bases are picturesque fa- 
vors. Place cards may be combination 
place cards and tallies, and as infor- 
mal as you please, but gay in color 
and artwork. The guest’s name in 
Spanish, or some of those intriguing 
Mexican proverbs (with translations) 
will be decoration enough for bright- 
hued cards. 

As for dishes, Mexican ware or col- 
ored pottery is ideal to carry out the 
idea. But china will blend surprisingly 
well with a few authentic Mexican 
pieces to give the table a party atmos- 
phere. 

The menu may be simple but must 
be distinctive. Chile con carne isn’t 
enough to make it a Mexican party, 
but it can be a starter. Remember the 
secret of Mexican cookery is the sea- 
soning. Chilies, flowers, barks, and 
herbs make up the inimitable dashes 
of “‘this and that’? which only the 
Mexican can perfect, tho others may 
well attempt to duplicate. In pictur- 
esque Old Mexico, strings of red pep- 
pers hang like garlands of scarlet 
flowers against the rough brown adobe 
houses. In Mexican kitchens there 
may be found strings of garlic, sacks 
of dried mint leaves, thyme, and wild 
majoram—called oregano in many 
Mexican recipes—mountain sage, bay 
leaves, Spanish onions, cinnamon, and 
olive oil. Is it any wonder, then, that 
our American food—well-seasoned 
tho we think it is—appears flat and 
tasteless to the native Mexican? So 
with great care let’s [ Turn to page 57 
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M, electric roaster has proved to be such a 


grand adventure that I’m wishing that every 
homemaker has found one in her Christmas stock- 
ing. It may stretch even an extra-special Christ- 
mas stocking, but there’ll be no stretching the 
imagination about how to use it once you have it. 

From New Year’s Day to the Fourth of July 
you'll be experimenting with this tireless electric 
servant. You'll bake angel-food cakes, and steam 





Director, 
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“This broiler favorite is as good on Monday as it is on Friday” 


the winter puddings in it. Later you'll take it with 
you to the lake cottage to broil crispy brown fish, 
or fill it to capacity for picnicking under apple 
blossoms. For more ordinary cookery you’ll value 
it when baking apples or pears, preparing break- 
fast cereals and dried fruits. In ect you'll be in- 
venting new uses and clever family menus all thru 
the year. If your roaster is equipped with a broiler, 
that’s as good a place as any to start. 


Myrna Johnston 














BROILER FAVORITE: For a short-order meal I’ve 
found this menu as good on Monday as on Friday, 
in sizzling August or blizzardy December. Our 


family likes it and it does nicely when the man of 


the house brings home a visiting business associ- 
ate. I plan to have leftovers whenever I have 
mashed potatoes. Broiler-browned potato patties 
are a chef’s delight. We like fish and have salmon 
steaks [ see photograph at left | or canned salmon 
patties with this meal. Broiler-fried onion rings go 
right on the rack with potatoes and fish in this 
manner: 


Salmon Steaks 


[ A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE | 


Brush fish with salad oil or French dressing; 
sprinkle with salt and pepper; broil about 10 min- 
utes; turn carefully, brush with oil, and continue 
broiling 10 minutes longer. 


Potato Patties 


Add 1 egg yolk to 2 cups seasoned, mashed po- 
tatoes. Form into patties, brush with 1 slightly 
beaten egg white. Place on broiler during last 15 
minutes of broiling period. Dot with butter just 
before serving. 


Broiled Onion Rings 


[a TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE | 


11% cups finely crushed 
corn flakes 


2 large Bermuda onions 
Salad oil 


Cut onions in 34-inch slices. Precook in boiling 
salted water 5 minutes; separate into rings. Pat 
dry on paper towel. Dip in salad oil, then in 
crushed corn flakes. Place under broiling unit for 
10 minutes. 

For other sea-food meals, try fish fillets coated 
with a prepared sandwich spread and broil with 
fresh tomato halves. Butter-dipped scallops or 
broiled lobster are something extra-special with 
us but might be more ordinary to coast-dwellers. 


MEAL-AFTER-MEAL: The broiler-griddle is a 


real breakfast-monotony breaker. Husbands may 
be hurried of mornings but will appreciate broiled 


EDWIN FALK 


sausages and favorite buckwheat cakes and per- 
haps give more credit than is due—for while grid- 
dle cakes bake, sausages broil—the same heat 
does both. 

Vegetables respond with natural flavors when 
oven-roasted or steamed. Adding a small amount of 
boiling water over the vegetable in the inset pan 
will steam-cook it during the last of the meat- 
roasting period. Vegetables in unopened cans will 
heat thoroly if tucked in the last few minutes. 
Roaster foods should never be lonely. Remember a 
capacity load always—it saves. 


SHARE IT WITH FRIENDS: For a_ three-table 
bridge luncheon or an informal supper, have in- 
dividual asparagus salads arranged and chilled in 
the refrigerator. Serve Ham-Pineapple Towers 
from the roaster. Double this recipe for 12. 


Ham-Pineapple Towers 


[ A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE | 


Blend 2 cups ground cooked ham with 1 beaten 
egg and form into patties the size of pineap Pp le 
rings. Season 2 cups mashed sweet potatoes with 
butter and salt and pepper to taste. Shape the 
mashed sweet potatoes into the small-size patties 
Drain 12 pineapple slices; on six slices place ham 
patties, then sweet potato, and top with remain- 
ing pineapple slices. Cross two strips of bacon 
at right angles. Place the ham and pineapple 
sandwich on the bacon, bring the ends of bacon 
over top, and secure with toothpicks. Place in 
350-degree roaster and bake until the bacon is 
crisp and brown, and the mixture thoroly heated. 
Top each tower with a large ripe olive and serve 
at once. [ See photograph at left below. | 

Bridging ladies will enjoy a crystal platter of 
candied orange peel strips radiating from a center 
of big green gumdrops. This youthful dessert and 
easy menu will delight the players and the hostess. 

Gay unplanned parties, too, are a joy. If your 
roaster has a broiling unit and someone can pro- 
duce the wherewithal, such tidbits as thick ham- 
burgers, barbecued ribs, or stuffed frankfurters in 
bacon are in order. Let guests gather around and 
serve themselves from the roaster broiler. Turkey, 
ham, or hamburger—crowds can’t scare this won- 
der-worker. The electric roaster stars in making 
smart snacks and hors d’oeuvres and simplifies 
both cooking and serving. 


SPECIAL DAYS: This modern extra oven will 
take complete charge of a 15-pound turkey or 
New Year’s goose, unburdening the oven for other 
meal festivities that put a strain on range capacity. 

For my holiday bird this year I took advantage 
of my butcher’s offer to sell me half a 20-pound 
turkey. I put a spoonful of stuffing in the neck and 
filled the cavity, then made a false side of parch- 
ment paper. It’s sad but true—you have only one 
drumstick, but there are compensations. When 
the turkey was well underway, I placed sweet po- 
tatoes for butter-baking in one inset pan and corn 
pudding in the other, set the [ Turn to page 7} 


Luncheon for twelve—Get set early—Then let 


your electric roaster do the last-minute cooking 
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By Armstrong Ris, 


EWING GALLOWAY 


t 


— are centuries of mystery, history, and ro- 
mance back of Mexican cookery. Its story is that of 
the Aztec civilization and the nation’s conquerors. 
Yet in the food itself there has been little change. 

Cortez, marching to the conquest of Monte- 
zuma’s people in Mexico City, some 400 years ago, 
passed ‘‘amidst flourishing fields of maize.’’ Mon- 
tezuma’s corn-fed fighters, before they were sub- 
dued, gave Cortez such a beating that he wept for 
a whole night under a tree that still stands in the 
outskirts of the city. 

Today, if all the sunrise hand-clapping of Mexi- 
can homemakers as they make ¢orti//as could be 
concentrated in one theater, it would be enough to 
satisfy even a movie actor. 

In the park a caretaker stops raking leaves, 
places two stones a few inches apart, lays a sheet 
of metal across them, and lights some leaves under 
it. From a bag that holds his simple belongings he 
takes a lump of masa. He pinches off pieces of it, 
pats them, squats on his heels, and bakes the ¢or- 
tillas on his improvised griddle. Along the high- 
way, anytime, anywhere, loaded burros stop to 
graze and drivers bake ¢orti//as. In open-air mar- 
kets groups of itinerant merchants inhale the 
aroma from smoking griddles. 


Betrer Homes & Garpens, January, 1938 


| See Page 40 for Mexican Party Ideas | 


There’s an atmosphere of agelessness about this 
simple cookery. Nobody hurries. Nobody is hot 
and bothered. If you have patience and an adven- 
turing spirit you, too, may make /or‘i//as. 


Tortillas: The Mexicans begin by making hominy 
called nixtamal. You may buy moist hominy in 
cans. Put it thru the food chopper twice and you 
have masa—dough to Americans. Grinding isn’t 
enough for the Mexicans. The Mexican woman rolls 
it a handful at a time on her ancestral metate of vol- 
canic stone with a stone rolling pin until it’s as fine 
as the talcum that Americans put on their faces. 
The masa is moistened as it is ground. With wet 
hands the cook pats a piece of masa as large as an 
egg as lightly as she might a prospective biscuit, 
first on one hand and then on the other. The éor- 
tilla becomes as thin as a wafer. She drops it on a 
griddle, which may be of soapstone and centuries 
old, of sheet metal, or of the kind sold in stores. The 
tortillas remain yellow. Leftovers are rejuve- 
nated by warming or toasting. Nothing is wasted. 


FRoM masa, too, Mexicans make tamales. Ta- 
males aren’t everyday fare, but for special occa- 
sions—often for samaladas, which are parties for 
eating tamales. Corn husks and sometimes banana 
leaves are used for wrappings. Masa is the founda- 
tion. What’s added gives different flavors and vari- 
ous colors. Gentlemen sometimes prefer sweet, 
pink ones made of strawberries or fruit juice. 

If there’s anything more necessary to Mexican 
cookery than corn it’s chiles. The Mexican has in- 
herited from the Aztec days of glory, a repertoire of 
sauces made with chiles which have a delicacy that 
only the gourmet can appreciate. As many as 14 
kinds of chiles, all with fascinating names, are used. 

Mention must be made of beans ( frijo/es), which 
are served everywhere, and chocolate (choco, 
meaning cocoa beans, and /a//, meaning water). 

Mexican chocolate is made, one cup at a time, of 
boiling water, chocolate, vanilla and spices, and is 
whipped with a mo/ini/lo, wooden discs on a stick 
which is rolled between the palms of the hands. 

Besides the staple foods, the Mexican adds, 
according to locality and financial status, a fine 
variety of fowl, meats, fish, fruits, vegetables, 
herbs, maguey and citrus products, plus the im- 
ported foodstuffs that he’s learned about from 
invading foreigners. 


It takes a home- 
maker to appreci- 
ate the deftness of 
the native tortilla- 
maker and her 
step-saving, tho 
primitive, kitchen 
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Walnut Wafers Blend 1 tablespoon 
butter, 1 cup brown 
sugar; add 2 well-beaten eggs, 1 tea- 
spoon vanilla, beat; add % cup flour 
sifted with 1 teaspoon baking powder; 
add 1 cup chopped nutmeats; drop on 
greased baking sheet. Bake in moderate 
oven (350°) 12 minutes. Mrs. J. Harry 
Haines, Jr., Asbury Park, New Jersey. 


Birds’ Nests Cream 4% cup but- 

ter, 4% cup brown 

sugar; add 1 egg yolk; beat; add 1 cup 

flour; form balls; dip in 1 slightly beaten 

egg white; roll in 1 cup chopped nutmeats; 

press centers. Bake in moderate oven 

(350°) 8 minutes. Remove; press again; 

bake 10 minutes. Fill with jam.— Mrs. B. A. Haggen, Bellingham, Washington. 


Pineapple Cream 24 cup shortening, 14% cups sugar; add 2 well- 
Daisies beaten eggs, 34 teaspoon lemon extract, 14 teaspoon vanilla. 

Sift 3 cups flour, 4% teaspoon salt, 14 teaspoon soda; add 
with 14 cup pineapple juice. Drop, arrange pineapple petals, and raisins. Bake in 
slow oven (325°) 15 minutes—Mrs. Herman Nelson, Kalispell, Mont. 


Chocolate Combine 4% cup salad oil, 4 squares melted unsweetened 
Macaroons chocolate, 2 cups sugar; beat in 4 eggs, one at a time; add 

2 teaspoons vanilla and 2 cups flour, sifted with 2 teaspoons 
baking powder; chill. Drop into cup of confectioners’ sugar; roll cup to shape 
round. Bake on greased sheet in moderate oven (375°) 12 to 15 minutes. 
Makes 6 dozen macaroons.—Mrs. Henry E. Guild, Amesbury, Massachusetts. 
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COOKS’ ROUND TABLE 


REG. U. 8. PAT. OFF. 


of Endorsed Recipes = , 


Tarts 


Cut rich pastry in 3-inch rounds; flute edges. Bake in Hors d’Oeuvre 
hot oven (450°) 12 minutes. Cool. Spread with softened Tarts 
cream cheese, then mayonnaise; cross with 2 anchovies. 

Fill alternate sections with minced parsley, chopped pimiento, diced egg white 
sprinkled with paprika, and sieved egg yolk. Garnish with mayonnaise and sliced 
olives.—Helen L. Denman, San Francisco, California. 

Pass Hors d’Oeuvre Tarts when serving chilled tomato juice cocktail. Season 
tomato juice with lemon juice, Worcestershire sauce, or onion juice. For a 
summer appetizer serve Hors d’Oeuvre Tarts with jellied vegetable consommé. 
Garnish with a thin slice of lemon sprinkled lightly with finely chopped parsley. 


Combine 2 cups halved cranberries and 1 cup soaked, Cranberry 
pitted prunes with 1 cup sugar, blended with 44 teaspoon Prune Tarts 
salt, 3 tablespoons flour, and 4% teaspoon nutmeg. Fill 6 
unbaked tart shells; top each with 1 teaspoon butter; add crisscross strips of 
pastry. Bake in hot oven (425°) for 10 minutes, then at 350° for 25 minutes. Serve 
hot or cold. Serves 6.—Mrs. Florence Kummerer, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

New Year’s Eve Buffet: 

Deviled oysters, savory rice, 
broccoli, lemon butter, Cran- 
berry Prune Tarts and coffee. 


























THE UNFORGETTABLE | \ 


Hostess 


By Mary Mould 


a years ago she was giving modest dinner 
parties in a rented house in an obscure middle- 
western town. Today she entertains in the magnif- 
icence of her vast estate on Long Island. 

In the slender space of six years her husband 
has risen from salesman to salesmanager of a great 
manufacturing company. His lightning-like pro- 
motions have become one of the success fables of 
the East. But I’ve always suspected that she was 
the moral of that fable. 

It was at a dinner-party in her meager midwest- 
ern home that I first began to scent a secret in her 
magic as a hostess. She was entertaining that night 
one of the officials of her husband’s company. A 
less clever hostess would have strained to have an 
elaborate, fussy dinner. Not Mrs. Moore. She had 
a simple dinner in keeping with her simple home 
and the small salary of her salesman-husband. 

But this disarmingly simple dinner had been 
planned with a diplomatic cunning that would put 
to shame many an ambassador’s wife. Once, long 
before, this stern official had chanced to remark to 
Mrs. Moore that modern bakeries had robbed him 
of one of his greatest joys—the taste of home-made 
bread, fresh from the oven. This night, instead of 
following the town-fashion of buying clover-leaf 
rolls, she served bread baked in her own oven that 
very afternoon, still warm, cut quite thick, and 
witha generous mound of soft butter to spread on it. 

It was astonishing to see the sternness of the 
great man melt to the constituency of the soft but- 
ter on the plate in front of him, and to watch him 
devour with boyish eagerness four slices of bread, 
talking meanwhile of his childhood on the farm. 


Ir WAS astonishing, too—at least to Mrs. Moore 
—that immediately upon his return East, this 
high official took the time to write her a personal 
letter thanking her for one of the ‘most pleasantly 
memorable dinners of his life’ —a ‘‘bread-and- 
butter note” in much more than name. 

Even more astonishing to both Mrs. and Mr. 
Moore was the news a few months later of a splen- 
did promotion for Mr. Moore given at the sugges- 
tion, it was said, of this same executive. (A rather 
literal proof that bread cast upon the waters is 
found after many days.) 

At that “memorable’’ dinner-party, I observed 
another bit of Mrs. Moore’s magic. On the table 
at each man’s place, she had put a small crystal 
ash-tray and on it, two or three of his favorite cig- 
arettes, with matches. It so happened that each 
man there, that evening, preferred a different 
brand and not one of them failed to notice that 
she knew his own particular preference. 











>. 





Nor did the company’s lawyer fail to notice, 
when he happened to spend a night in the Moore 
home, that his hostess a found out that he rel- 
ished detective stories and had laid the very lat- 
est murder-mystery of his favorite author on his 
bedside table. He never forgot the surprise of it. 
Usually, as he remarked ruefully, books in a guest 
room were there because their covers happened to 
match the color scheme of the room, and not be- 
cause their contents harmonized with the reading 
tastes of the guests! 

The mystery of how Mrs. Moore had happened 
first to discover and then to remember his reading 
hobby puzzled him almost as much as one of his 
pet detective stories. It puzzled me, too. 


THEN, at last, I found out her secret—a little, 
black notebook in which she kept, systematically 
indexed, the names of that person’s hobbies, fa- 
vorite books and sports, recent travels, preferences 
in food, drinks and smoking, birthdays and anni- 
versaries, the names and ages of children (if any). 

“But how,” I asked, “do you ever find out all 
those things? Do you put your friends thru some 
sort of a conversational catechism?” 

She laughed. “No, that isn’t at all necessary. 
You know how all people love to talk about them- 
selves. 1 simply listen. Then the minute I get 
home after a party, I jot down all my ‘findings’ in 
my notebook. In that way, whenever I entertain 
those people . . . even tho it may be years later... 
I can plan my menus and arrange my amusements 
to please their particular tastes. So, you see, it’s 
all very simple!” 

“Yes, only most of us wouldn’t take the time 
or pains to do it,” I agreed dolefully. 

And that’s just it. Her secret is one that any 
woman can put into practice. It doesn’t demand a 
staff of servants, or a lavish income. Mrs. Moore, 
in the years before she could afford to buy the 
right book for the guest room, took them out from 
the public library or some lending library. And in 
that way, for only a few cents or at no expense 
whatsoever, gave her guests this rich surprise. 


No, MRS. MOORE’S secret of hospitality does 
not depend upon money. It depends, instead, as 
truly gracious hospitality always does, upon 
thoughtfulness and the meticulous remembrance 
of little things. 

By that added effort, by developing into a fine 
art the doing of small, unexpected kindnesses, 
she leaves such an indelible imprint of charm upon 
the memories and in the hearts of her guests that 
she is, indeed, ‘““The Unforgettable Hostess.”’ 
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The Hold-Alll is handy for many things 


Below: The Serving Bowl is easily made 
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With Maple Bowls 


I. MOST department stores you 
find waxed maple bowls of varying 
sizes. These come from several sources, 
but they have one thing in common. 
They’re turned on massive lathes, 
close to the wood’s source, and cost, 
over the counter, usually less than if 
you were to buy the maple, have it 
glued up locally, then turned the bowls 
yourself. 

That’s why there are so many inter- 
esting things you can make from these 
good-looking, practical bowls. And 


that’s why we've garnered some of 


these ideas and are showing them 
here. If you have a small shop in the 
basement, the projects will go to- 
gether in jig time. But even lacking 
access to small home shop machines, 
you'll find no difficulty in making 
them. A broom handle will work al- 
most as well as the turned uprights. 
In short, if you own a saw, hammer, 
hand drill, and screwdriver, plus an 
auger or expansion bit which can be 
used in a hand brace, you’re all set 
to make any or all of the bow! proj- 
ects shown. If no jig saw is 
available, you may use a 
rasp or coping saw or even 
a well-whetted jackknife. 


The Corner Hold-All (at 


left): The four maple bowls 
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By Dale R. Van Horn 


used for it cost 15 cents each. (The dime stores sell 
them.) The five vertical strips are of walnut. Gum, 
either red or figured, will do as well, for either gives 
a striking contrast. These strips are 28 inches 
long, % inch thick, and 114 tah 28 wide. Each is 
sanded smooth, filled, and finished with lacquer 
or white shellac before assembly. Sand off a-flat place on 
the rim of each bowl 1 inch long for each strip to fit against. 
The drawing shows how far apart the bowls are spaced. Then 
turn a small round-head screw thru the strips and into the 
bowls to assemble the piece. Gum, walnut, and maple, all 
being hard woods, a hole a little smaller than the screws 
should be bored clear thru the strips and part way into the 
bowls before placing the screws. 


TuIs hold-all will fit anywhere, but is particularly ap- 
propriate for a lonely corner. It may hold knitting, darning, 
serve as a sort of whatnot, or do yeoman duty in other ways. 
By getting an extra bowl, turning on a wooden knob in the 
bottom, and setting it upside down on the top, you achieve 
added novelty for the project. Six or seven strips can be 
used if you like them closer together. 


Serving Bowl With Handle: Most serving trays require 
both hands to use. This novel serving bowl needs but one, 
and the hostess, feasting a foursome at bridge, can with one 
trip from the kitchen, serve both tidbits and tea, as the ac- 
companying photograph suggests. 

We have turned a shapely handle for this bowl on a lathe 
from red gum. But, again, the handy man, with sharpened 
jackknife, hand rasp, and sandpaper, can fashion one quite 
aie from a piece of broom handle. It’s necessary that the 
handle be % inch in diameter—no more—for 11 inches of its 
length, but with a bit of care, several check- | Turn to page 64 


This is the way the Indoor Garden 
looks after it has been assembled 






































Left: Detail of Kindling 
Basket; below, in use 
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Goopness! How you responded! Letters on the right 


ha Oat 







ned Home 


they all can be read, digested, and the winner selected; 


so the announcement of the prizewinner will be made 


of us, letters on the left of us—volleyed and thundered _ representative 


—and pleased us beyond expression. Many thanks. 
So many of you gave real, honest-to-goodness, down- 
right constructive criticism, and so many handed us 
orchids along with the brickbats, that it’s been difficult 
to cull and sort and select amy which were in all ways 


purely destructive. 


But they’ve all been helpful—these letters which 
literally rained in. And it will be four more weeks before 


Not Neighborly? 


Dear Editor: We are new subscribers 
to your magazine, and on the whole | am 
delighted with it; read it straight thru. 
The Harry O’ Brien column is always ex- 
cellent, and “It’s News to Me,” in spite 
of its commercial slant, is good reading. 
The Corey Ford article in the current 
issue is grand. 

Now to the criticism: I consider “The 
Man Next Door’ too sophisticated and 
rather out of place in a magazine like 
yours. Our subscription to your magazine 
was the result of a definite choice between 
the New Yorker type of magazine and a 
more simple, more real periodical. 

Perhaps “The Man Next Door” could 
be toned down—I’m not trying to lose 
somebody a job—but it’s possible to be 
amusing without cynical wisecracks about 
family life. .W.C. P., Falls Church, 


re 
Virginia. 








@ Do other readers concur, or dissent? 


Family 


Dear Editor: Your magazine deals main- 
ly with the material substances that go 
into the making of a home. Why not have 
an article monthly on family relationship? 
Something that will educate the person- 
alities of the home to be as harmonious 
as their surroundings. 

You know, “It takes a heap of living 
in a house to call it home.” It is for this 
ideal relationship that all are striving. 
—Vernice A. D., Orlando, Fla. 


@ How does this issue strike you? More 
family relationship to come in 1938. 


Problem Child 


Dear Editor: The visiting child comes 
in with a fistful of flowers—choice ones 
—snitched from the garden and the fond 
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in our February issue. 
For these two pages I’ve picked out a number of 


mainly shorter ones so 


that as many as possible could be published. (Some have 
been briefed because of space.) These don’t necessarily 
represent either the cream or the leavings; they’re 
merely good examples. I wish we had space to print 
every single letter, but that’s out of the question. 


However, I thought these would give ideas, perhaps, 


mother says with a heavy sigh, “Now 
WHAT would you do about that?” Well, 
tell her what you’d do. Just try telling her. 

The editor’s child comes to the desk 
with too big a bouquet (in which there 
might be some poison ivy) and the editor 
looks at the readers and says, ““Now what 
would YOU do about that?” 

I’m not going to tell you. I’ve tried 
that before—by invitation, too. I said 
the story was punk and not fit for a de- 
cent magazine. And I got an answer from 
the 42nd Vice-President’s newest stenog, 
whose specialty was tact. She wrote, 
“‘We’re so sorry you didn’t like the story. 
We received so many letters praising it.” 

Anyway I don’t see much the matter 
with BH&G. The only thing that has 
irked me lately was to find out that the 
Plain Dirt Gardener had a string of let- 
ters after his name. Maybe condescen- 
sion is one of its faults. 

What the editor is making of his paper 
is his business. There must be a standard 
for such magazines and in his head an 
ideal for his particular one and he ought 
to know how it measures up for either. 

So tell the editor to lick his own prob- 
lem (child) and not come asking us read- 
ers, “Now, what would you DO about 
that?”’—Mrs. N. P., Bruce, Wisconsin. 


@ We haven't any 42nd vice-president, 
and therefore he hasn't any stenog. 


Two Against Jumping 


Dear Editor: This is not exactly a 
brickbat, something of a lever perhaps. 
For I should like to remove those little 
notations—“Turn to page 105” from the 
front pages and move those buried end- 
ings of articles to the front. I always think 
“Oh, I'll finish that when I get back to 
it,” if I ever do! 

Advertising needs no apology in these 
days. It is so well written. 

I know something of the difficulties 





to readers who didn’t write before. Maybe you don’t 
agree? Or have something else to suggest? —ED/TOR. 


and I’m not saying it can be done, but 
if it could, it would be nice. That is the 
only criticism I have for your lovely 
magazine.—Mrs. Glen G., Aurora, Ill. 


My dear Sir: Your kind invitation to 
bring forth the hammer and tongs for 
constructive criticism calls for an ex- 
cellent chance to ‘blister’ your method of 
starting articles in the front of the maga- 
zine and continuing same thru the whole 
advertising section—and how about run- 
ning the article down the outside column 
instead of the middle and inside—makes 
much easier reading. 

Another mistake (?) is not devoting a 
full and expansive page for the index— 
the contents are worth it. The advertisers 
draw a full page neatly indexed, and I'll 
betcha outside of the advertisers them- 
selves nobody looks at it. 

It’s a great magazine for all that!— 
G. E. W., St. Paul, Minn. 


@ Thanks, readers in Aurora and St. 
Paul. It’s a difficult make-upand produc- 
tion problem. But we're open-minded, 


An Orchid? 


I don’t think of one thing that could 
make the magazine any better. I read it 
from cover to end and if I had the money 
I would like to garden your way. 

But as it is, I try to content myself 
just seeing what others are doing.—E/iza- 
beth C., Center Sandwich, New Hampshire. 


@ ???!1! !—Editor. 
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Wrinkles 


Dear Sir: Not enough brickbats? Pos- 
sibly 1,600,000 satisfied customers could 
be wrong, but if the other 1,599,999 per- 
sist in encouraging the notion that you 
are giving us what we relish, a modest 
pride permits that I consider myself in 
good company. 

It is hard to find fault with Better 
Homes &§ Gardens. There is truly so little 
left to be desired in its friendly pages. 
But sometimes the copy left in our mail- 
box is so soiled, battle-scarred, and dis- 
heveled that it is ashamed to take its 
usual place on the reading table. Might, 
therefore, our favorite monthly visitor, 
after being addressed, enjoy the protec- 
tion of a Cellophane wrapper, with its 
sanitary advantages?—M. E. H., Catham, 
New Jersey. 


@ Something to look into! 


Small Lots 


Dear Editor: Since 1 began taking the 
magazine again I have been reveling in 
the beautiful houses, and my soul has 
been howling for one. But unfortunately, I 
live in “greater Cleveland” and I have 
tried in vain to fit even the smallest of 
your houses onto our 40 by 150-foot lot. 
Surely you must have a large number of 
urban subscribers who wonder, as | do, 
where to find the hundred or so foot lot 
‘on which to build the darling little houses. 
But I LOVE your magazine!—Grace W. 
B., Lakewood, Ohio. 


@ A pertinent question. How many other 
readers have 40-foot-lot trouble? 


One Pro; One Con 


Sir: How often I’ve wanted to suggest 
to you that this friendly little magazine 
needs but one thing to make it well- 
nigh perfect; that is, just a /eetle more 
humor! 

When a gem like “Rearrange-itis,” 
by Corey Ford, slips in, we both grab, 
and chuckle together. Even sober, grey- 
haired Better Homes & Gardeners enjoy 
their bit of nonsense. 

Otherwise—you’re O. K. by us.—Mrs. 
E. A. W., Cincinnati, O. 


Dear Sir: It seems to me that at least 
two articles in your November issue 
might have been omitted with favorable 
results. I speak of “Rearrange-itis,” by 
Corey Ford, and “The Living Earth,” 
by Dr. Frank Thone. 

While both of these articles are ex- 
tremely entertaining, they are not of the 
practical, instructive type that, over a 
period of years, we readers have ‘been led 
to expect from a how-to magazine like 
Better Homes 8 Gardens. 1 doubt that 
any real help toward planning a home or 
garden will accrue thru these articles. 

I, for one, would like to see more color 
work in conjunction with your articles, 
especially those having to do with flowers 
and gardens. Black and white prints can- 
not do justice to such objects.—Mrs. B., 
Ava, Illinois 


@ These two readers cannot agree. What 
about the rest of you? 





Verse 


Dear Sir: 1 would make only one sug- 
gestion—could we have more poetry? I 
mean, Nature poems? I am president of a 
garden club and find it difficult to find 
suitable poems to use in the literary part 
of our meetings.—Mrs. E. D. L., Toledo, O. 


@ Any others want more poems? 


Birds vs. Dogs 


Dear Sir: 1. Can your magazine satis- 
factorily cover all the subjects touched on 
the past year? Babies, to cooking, to 
clubs, to gardens, to home management, 
to remodeling, to travel, to wisecracks, etc! 

2. I have heard several friends say they 
wish there was more in your magazine 
about flowers. 

3. I say, why not birds? After all, birds 
are more welcome in a garden than dogs. 

(I have a friend who every spring puts 
out short lengths of colored yarn, and 
finds them again in the fall in the nests 
of the orioles. This year she is saving the 
colored cords from tally cards at the 
bridge parties she attends, for the birds.) 
—Mrs. P. H. §., Delta, Colo. 


@ Run something about birds in Better 
Homes & Gardens? In the past, we have. 
In the future, we shall—occasionally. But 
do you prefer it about house birds of the 

et type rather than the wild birds of the 
garden? 


The Stronger Sex? 


Dear Sir: lf the policy of your maga- 
zine is to cater near 100 percent to the 
women, then you are a grand success and 
need no criticism, but if the magazine is 
intended for the family, let me tell you 
we men are fast losing out. 

Here I go into the wastebasket for men. 


Good night.—Reader, Allensville, Pa. 
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Mouth Appeal 


Gentlemen: You asked for it! The maga- 
zine is all right, but it is the advertise- 
ments. I suppose there is nothing you can 
really do about it, but it seems as if 
there should be something. Nearly every 
person in the advertisements, exclusive 
of tooth-paste ones, has his or her mouth 
open, grinning like the proverbial Chesh- 
ire cat. Now we all admire nice teeth, 
but we also admire pleasing faces, and 
certainly it seems as if we had a surfeit of 
dental display. Pretty soon we shall be a 
nation of mouth-breathers, and that’s 
bad. A change in the facial contortions of 
the people in pictures would be a wel- 
come relief.—Mrs. S. W. P., New Haven, 


Conn. 


@ By their teeth you shall know them. 


Way to a Man's Heart 


Dear Sir: I'm sending a brickbat in- 
stead of a rose. I have always enjoyed 
and profited, too, from the advertise- 
ments for the home and family published 
in Better Homes & Gardens. But I'd like 
to make a criticism pertaining to your 
Cooks’ Round Table of. Endorsed Recipes. 
Keep up the good selection of recipes, but 
please don’t cut them so short; add 
another page or two. 

The way to a man’s heart is thru his 
stomach, so the old saying goes. And I’m 
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51 
sure if you will only print more of your 
prize recipes in each issue of the maga 
zine you will make that way easy.— Anna 
M., Denver, Colo. 


@ Anyone think we run too many recipes? 
Excerpts 


What is wrong with our Plain Dirt 
Gardener? Has he got travelitus? Whik 
his Diary is very interesting, it occasion 
ally smacks of a man’s itinerary of several 
states. Perhaps he could also tell us the 
conditions of the roads and call it “How 
to Get Where Quickly.” Maybe he had 
flowers on his running boards and they 
needed a change of scenery! Poor him, 
never really knowing the peace of sitting 
on your front a. and reveling in your 


handiwork.—Mrs. V. B., Newark, N. J 





if 


Better Homes & Gardens has gone high 
hat on us! ... and the eats simply take 
up almost half the good old magazine, 
leading us to think that nothing else 
matters in this world but food.—Mrs. 
A. M. M., Lidgewood, N. D. 


Seems as tho you could have got a bet- 
ter looking baby for the cover in No 
vember. I have one of my own that can 
effervesce rings around that cherub. 


Mrs. P. L., Evanston, Ill. 


Two Opposed 


There are many people who are inter 
ested in making their home grounds more 
beautiful, and not so much about build 


ing.—Mrs. Paul B. M., Warren, Ohio 


Give us more of interest to those who 
dwell in cities, but have no gardens. 
Mrs. H. a. HW ue Chicago, Til. 


@ Because we have readers with varied 
interests, as indicated by these two letters, 
Better Homes & Gardens has always 
tried, and will continue to try, to strike a 
happy balance—publishing much inter- 
esting, helpful material on gardens, the 
same on building and other subjects, so 
that there is something for every home- 
lover in each issue. 


lron Lung 


Gentlemen: You state the wife of your 
renowned founder—E. T. Meredith—had 
contributed, in memory of her husband, 
one of the so-called “iron lungs” to the 
city in which she lives and to surrounding 
communities. 

Such a wonderful gift to the public! I 
wonder how many other able persons 
even had the thought in their minds of 
donating such a worthy and costly piec« 
of mechanism for people, poor and rich, 
afflicted with infantile paralysis. 

But, you failed to mention the name of the 
city that will be benefited by her gift. 

Such a gift is worthy to cry out to the 
world its location. We all know the people 
in the community will cherish Mrs. Mere 
dith, as they always have, and good use 
will be made of the gift when needed. 

It surely must be a good place to live 
amidst such great benefactors as Mrs. 
Meredith. Other “‘able” people in the 
United States should follow Mrs. Mere 
dith’s example and put their localities on 
the map.—W. Righter, 3d., Sunbury, Pa. 
@ (The italics are the reader's.) Letters 
such as this give us a warm glow and a 
thankfulness for readers such as Mr. 
Righter, and benefactors such as Mrs. 


Meredith. Sorry we neglected to name the 
city. It's Des Moines, Iowa. 








These machine-made cabi- > 
nets, put together with dow- 
els and hot glue, are fabri- 
cated of tough veneer and 
seasoned lumber and are 
being delivered sanded per- 
fectly smooth and protected 
by a prime coat of paint 
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Plasterers used to mix their lime, sand, and hair in an open box, working 
each batch with a hoe. Today this gasoline-driven mortar-mixing 
machine combines scientifically compounded packaged plaster with 
sand and water, insuring a standard product at a great saving of labor 


A 

The mortise, or slot in a 
door for the lock, always 
cut slowly by hand, is now 
made by an electrically 
driven tool in a few seconds 
and is neater and more 
accurate than handwork 





<Today portable pipe- 
threading machines cut the 
cost of plumbing and heat- 
ing installations. Machine- 
cut wrought-iron pipe is 
used for the waste lines; 
rust-resistant copper tubing 
is used for the water service 
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LABOR’S 


How modern machinery is steadily reduc- 


ing the hand-labor costs of home-building 


By Alfred L. Gehri 


’D like to build a home similar to this,” I said, 
opening an issue of Better Homes & Gardens to a 
house designed by Architect Silas E. Nelsen. “But 
I’m afraid I can’t afford to. Labor costs seem 
too high.” 

“Do you happen to know how few labor dollars 
are necessary to construct a dwelling today?” Mr. 
Nelsen asked. 

“No, I’m not sure of the exact amount,” I 
stated. ‘““But I understand carpenters are being 
paid a dollar and a quarter an hour, plumbers and 
electricians a dollar and a half, and that common 
laborers are getting seventy-five cents and more 
an hour. Such wages must be prohibitive to the 
home builder.” 

“But they aren’t at. all!” the architect inter- 
rupted. ““You’ve overlooked one thing.” 

“What is that?” 

“Labor’s modern seven-league boots!’’ Mr. Nel- 
sen smiled at my puzzled expression, then ex- 
plained, ‘‘Because of modern machinery and ma- 
terials the actual labor cost of building a home 
has steadily decreased in spite of the higher wage 
paid the mechanics. I am about to make an in- 
spection tour. Come with me. I’ll show you how 
building costs are being slashed for the home 


builder.” 
“We SAW only a few of the labor-saving de- 


vices,” Architect Nelsen remarked as we returned 
to his office. “‘For instance, take the painting of 
your home. New paints, the results of chemical re- 
search, dry hard over night with a high gloss or 
dull eggshell finish as desired, eliminating expen- 
sive hand-rubbing. Modern packaged paints have 
reduced the time of color-matching to almost noth- 
ing. Many painting contractors use an electrical 
gadget, like a giant egg beater, to mix their paints, 
saving hours Eats devoted to stirring. And in 
painting large areas a compressed-air spray gun is 
employed, cutting the cost of application to a frac- 
tion of that paid for the old brushing method. 


SEVEN-LEAGUE BOC 











Some cutting is always necessary in framing a home, but 
hand labor has been reduced to a minimum by this portable 
electric saw. You benefit by this great saving of skilled labor 


“So you see, in every phase of home building 
American ingenuity has devised and perfected me- 
chanical seven-league boots which more than off- 
set the higher cost of today’s living wage paid 
skilled craftsmen.” 

“What, then, makes the cost of my home seem 
so high?” I persisted. “If it isn’t the labor, what 
is it?” 


lr IS your desire, and right, to live better that 
makes your modern home cost more!”’ Architect 
Nelsen explained. “‘We have incorporated in the 
American home features and comforts that were 
unheard of a few years ago. Air-conditioning, effi- 
cient insulation, weather stripping, fully automatic 
gas-fired furnace, oil-burner or coal-stoker heating 
plant, electrical refrigeration, kitchen ventilation, 
convenient cupboards, more than one tiled bath- 
room with its gleaming chromium fixtures, and a 
score of other conveniences that save you money 
in the operation of your household and add greatly 
to your comfort! 

“Nowhere in the world is it possible for an or- 
dinary man to live so well and so comfortably as 
he does in America!’ Mr. Nelsen finished. “And 
that is because we are essentially a nation of home 
builders. Today is the time to start work on your 
new home! Labor and material costs will not be 
lower for years to come. Money for home construc- 
tion can be borrowed at low interest rates on very 
easy payments. Don’t hesitate. Build today, own 
a home, and enjoy the more abundant life!” 

The Photographs: They show Architect Nelsen 
(in dark clothes) and Author Gehri making an in- 
spection tour. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY TURNER RICHARDS 
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SALLY GOES TO THE 





Ruth Stuart Allen and her dogs—Prince, mongrel; Sally, Scotch Terrier; Tim, Dalmatian 


a the Pup was romping into her fourth 
month—remembering her scheduled treks into the 
yard, knowing for certain when it was time to 
eat—when suddenly she turned the first bend in 
the highroad of her life. She was loosing her teeth! 
We made this discovery when it was apparent that 
something was bothering her mouth. Looking into 
the matter, we found one tooth dangling by a 
thread of gum, several others wobbly-loose. 

But of course! The veterinarian had warned us 
she must have a thoro going-over at four months. 
So it was “‘on to the hospital’”’ for Sally. 

“Nothing to worry peal the doctor assured 
us. Pups, it seems, lose their milk teeth when about 
4 months old, and the process of getting new ones 
up thru the gums gives them just as many irritable 
moments as it does our own John or Mary. The 
prescription for this natural trend of events was a 
small knuckle or shank bone kept handy for fre- 
quent chewing. So this accounted for those funny 
little marks mysteriously appearing on chair rungs! 

“And why not an old shoe?” I suggested, but 
this was vetoed; temptation might be too strong for 
the ‘““wrong shoe” in the future. 


THERE was another reason, too, we discovered, 
why the age of 4 months is an important time for 
checking over the general health of a pup. Dis- 
temper, most likely to attack during the first year, 
was the answer. 

“Well, let’s get it over,” we urged. No sense in 
letting Sally go unprotected another day if “‘shots”’ 
would safeguard her from this. 

As a first step, before any inoculations were 
given, our veterinarian investigated to make sure 
Sally had no worm infestation. If worms had been 
present, he’d have gotten rid of these first—also 
made sure that no complications had set in. 

Perhaps Sally would be sick from these inocu- 
lations. We asked, but were assured that there’d 
be little reaction if she were physically up to par, 
that only when a pup is ill is there danger in dis- 
temper inoculations given by an able veterinarian. 


, 






Hospital 


By Ruth Stuart Allen 


Better Homes & Gardens’ Pet Editor 





“If she already had distemper, 
would the inoculations cure her?” 
That and the answer was simple. 
There are two sorts of shots—serum 
and virus. If serum is given alone 
when the pup is in the first stages 
of the disease, it usually tends to 
lighten the case. Actually, there’s no 
purpose in giving the virus, for the 
pup’s system is by then self-immun- 
ized. 

In the course of a week, with only 
a minimum of time and expense on 
our part, the doctor had made a 
microscopic test of the feces and had 
given Sally medicine just strong 
enough to destroy the particular para- 
5g which were picnicking in her tum- 

Now, immune from distemper 
sad its after-affects as was scientifi- 
cally possible, and already the proud owner of a 
nearly full-fledged set of strong, white teeth, she 
was ready to tear home to round out her first year 
of busy puppy life. 

Just an “ounce of prevention,” but it had taken 
away all our worries about Sally’s future welfare. 
Just as Junior had been “reconditioned” before his 
initial plunge into the strange, new world of the 
schoolroom, Sally was now set for the joys or perils 
of real doghood. 


My English Setter was poisoned, leaving six pups, five 
Q. days old. Is cow's milk all right to feed, or is it too rich? 
Condensed milk with equal parts of water and a few 
drops of corn sirup is very nourishing. Give a tablespoon 
of sieved lean meat daily, also two drops of cod-liver 
oil every other day. Guard against dysentery and regu- 
late the food accordingly. Cow’s milk should be diluted 
at first, then gradually fed whole. Goat’s milk is also 
very good. 


Q. What makes my dog lick the floor and wearing apparel? 


Internal parasites may be causing a deficiency in his 
system, or he may lack some mineral necessary for thoro 
digestion. If possible, have him examined by a vet- 
erinarian and a microscopic examination made of the 
feces for possible worm infestation. In the meantime, mix 
sterile bonemeal with the food and feed him plenty of 
raw lean beef. 


From what country did the Airedale come? What was 
Q. his origin and what are his characteristics? 


This terrier came from the Aire Valley in England, 
hence his name. He was developed from the Otterhound 
and an extinct black and tan terrier. The Airedale is 
considered king of the terrier family by many, is a loyal 
companion, splendid for children, and good watchdog. 
He can be trained for hunting on both land and water, 
the latter trait having been handed down by his Otter- 
hound forefathers. 





Ruth Stuart Allen will gladly answer your questions. 
A 3-cent stamp should be inclosed for her reply. Ad- 
dress 7501 Meredith Building, Des Moines, lowa. 


































ODAY your crankcase stays “full” longer... your engine is cleaner 
T .. you get full lubrication from a better motor oil! Give the credit 
to corn, oats, wheat, cotton seed and other crops. 

Because—from these familiar products is produced an amazing new 
oil cleanser, Furfural. It removes the wasteful impurities that cause a 
dirty engine and waste of the oil itself. That’s why New Texaco Motor 


Oil gives you more miles between quarts. Save! Ask for this Furfural 


Texaco’s new and unique 
method of cleansing motor oil 
produces a purer, longer-last- 


Refined New Texaco Motor Oil... at your Texaco Dealer’s! 
ing lubricant. New Texaco 
Motor Oil will keep your car, 
truck, or tractor fully lubri- 


LT: 

a 
cated at lower CENTS A 
cost per mile, 25 QUART 


TUNE in EDDIE CANTOR in “TEXACO TOWN”... Every WEDNESDAY NIGHT. . . COLUMBIA NETWORK — 8:30 EST — 7:30 CST — 9:30 MST — 8:30 PST 
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Exquisitely graceful, its careful balance 
broken interestingly by the fine old print 
above it, this mantel in the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. P. R. Levi, Better Homes 
& Gardens’ readers of Charleston, West 
Virginia, expresses charmingly the 
taste and individuality of the owners 


An old family portrait or colorful repro- 
duction of one can be used as a decora- 
tive keynote in a living-room. Over the 
fireplace would seem to be the perfect 
setting for such a piece. The mantel treat- 
ment itself should be very simple, as in this 
photograph taken in the Albany, New 
York, 5-Star Home, so as not to detract in 
any way from the interest of the picture 


HEDRICH-BLESSING STUDIO 


CHARLES K. KNELL 


M\antels 


RICH IN 


Charm 


There's no resisting it—the charm of these gracefully shaped, recessed shelves 
of quaint decoratives and amateur collector's booty over the mantel in a mod- 


By Helen Weigel Brown el home in Los Angeles, California. Right away it becomes the friendly heart 


of the room. And happily, it can happen in any home, for a carpenter assures 
us it’s no trick at all to cut such a shallow recess in an ordinary plaster wall 
v 
THE MOTT STUDIOS 
¥e don’t need a fat bank ac- 
count to create a delightful mantel, 
but you do need a dash of imagina- 
tion and the firm conviction that 
your fireplace should be just as 
representative of you as the books 
you read or the clothes you wear. 
It may be crowned with trailing 
ivy in an old pewter teapot, or with 
a collection of treasures that tell 
tales of your pet hobby or favorite 
vacation spot. But whatever you 
choose, don’t let yours be just 
another mantel—a parking lot for 
conventional candlesticks, mean- 
ingless vases, a clutter of bridge 
pads. Of everything that clamors 
for room, ask three questions: Is it 
beautiful? Is it different? Does it 
tell something interesting about me 
or mine? 
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The Mexicans 
Have a Word for It 


| Begins on page 40] 


proceed with plans for party refreshments. 
Chile Con Carne, Avocado Salad, Tor- 
tillas, Fresh Figs or Dates, and Chocolate 
will give you a typical menu suitable for 
luncheon or after-bridge supper. 


CHOCOLATE whipped to a froth in the 
Mexican manner and Mexican Pastelitas 
are adequate for an afternoon affair. Your 
Mexican dinner may go native from A/- 
béndigas Soup to pinon nuts, or you may 
content yourself with just one or two for- 
eign items on your favorite American 
menu. By all means, make some fortillas 
[see recipe on page 44] or sometimes you 
may buy them. Avocados, artichokes, 
cheese-stuffed peppers, tomatoes, and cit- 
rus fruits are all good salad ideas. You 
have a free hand with vegetables. Green 
beans, beans of all kinds, tomatoes, corn, 
squash, cabbage, egg plant, beets, and car- 
rots are all found in Mexican kitchens 
along with the less familiar (to us) chayote, 
papaya, and jicama (resembles a turnip). 


CanpiEs and preserves preceded by 
fruit are favorite dinner sweets. Pineapple, 
either fresh or canned, is everywhere 
present. 

For Albéndigas Soup, mix 1 pound lean 
beef cut into small pieces, 1 large onion, 
sliced, and 3 cloves garlic and 2 sprigs 
mint. Put thru food-chopper twice. Add 2 
beaten eggs and season with salt and 
pepper. Sift 2 tablespoons flour over the 
mixture to insure easy handling, and mold 
into balls about one-half inch in diameter. 
Drop the balls—they’re the a/béndigas— 
into the boiling bean or tomato soup 
(about 3 quarts); cook 1 hours. Serve 
steaming hot. 


THE Mexican influence should be felt 
thruout the afternoon or evening enter- 
tainment. If it’s a bridge party, playing- 
cards with Mexican figures or desert 
scenes should be used, or at least plain- 
backed cards of red, orange, green, black, 
and yellow, to assist in carrying out the 
colorful idea. A raffia cord is more suit- 
able than the conventional silk cord for 
tallies, for raffia is much used by Mexi- 
cans. Small Mexican-pottery dishes con- 
taining candy and colorful Mexican pot- 
tery or glass ash-trays will add their 
touch to each table. Cactus or pumpkin 
candies, toasted squash seeds, pinon nuts, 
and Mexican cigarettes would be the last 
word in going native! 

Prizes for a Mexican party aren’t diffi- 
cult to find, nor need they be expensive. 
Besides the knickknacks, useful and oth- 
erwise, to be found in gift and housewares 
departments, visit the foods departments 
or a store specializing in foreign foods. A 
Mexican party need never be monotonous! 








Secret 


| am my Daddy’s Sweetheart, 
He whispered so to me. 
But don't mention it to Mother, 


Because she used to be! 
—ELLA STRATTON COLBO 











Masked Woman 
Quickly Identified 
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“Her mask doesn’t fool anybody. Those 
dishwashy hands show that it’s Sally.” 


Sally was hurt—then angry ... then 
she decided they were right. The very 
next day she changed her dishwashing 
soap—switched from ordinary wash- 
day chips and powders to pure gentle 
Ivory. And today her hands are as 


smooth and white as anybody’s in 
her set. Yes, Ivory for dishes does 
keep hands pretty. Try it yourself 
. . . Ask for “Large Size’ Ivory—it 
actually costs less than 1¢ a day for 
all your dishwashing. 


IVORY SOAP 10 Dishes keeps 


‘TRADEMARK REG. U. 6. PAT. OFF. © MADE BY PROCTER 4 GAMBLE 
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WHEN YOU 


Talk Building 


Illustrations by Sigman-Ward 


Here is the final group of 
definitions to fortify you 


when you discuss building 


By Edgar C. Hanford 


Marquetry (marr’-kett-tri)—A kind of 
mosaic or inlaid woodwork. Usually ap- 
plied to flooring. 

Miter (my’-ter)—Also Mitre. The join- 
ing of two pieces at an angle. 

Molding—Also Moulding. A term ap- 
plied to all the variations of outline or 
contour, whether projections or cavities, 
such as cornices, bases, door and window 
jambs and heads, etc. 

Mosaic-Work (mo-zay’-ick)—Ornamen- 
tal work formed by inlaying small pieces, 
usually in the form of cubes. 

Mullion (mull’-yunn or mull’-ee-on)— 
The upright division between series of win- 
dows, screens, door panels, etc. (1), below. 




















Muntins (munn’-tins)—(2) Small divi- 
sions separating glass panes in a window. 

Newel (nu’-el)—The central column 
around which the steps of a circular 
staircase wind. Also, the upright posts 
at the bottom, on the landings, and at the 
top of stairways, usually receiving the 
stair rail. 

Nosing (noze’-ing)—The prominent edge 
of a moulding or drip. Often applied to 
the projecting moulding on the edge of 
a step. 

Palladian 
Three adjoining windows, 
one having an arched head. 

Panel—A distinct portion or section of 
a surface, as in a door. Usually sunk be- 
low the general surface surrounding it. 

Panelboard—An upright board to which 
is fastened the fuse box controling the 
electrical system in the house. 


(pal-lay’-di-an) Window— 
the central 
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Parapet (pare’-a-pet)—A low wall or 
similar barrier, as a railing, to protect the 
edge of a platform, roof, bridge, porch, or 
similar structure. 
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Pilaster (pill-last’-ter)—A vertical fea- 
ture in the shape of a square column, but 
projecting only slightly from a wall, and 
supporting the entablature. 

Pediment (pedd’-i-ment)—The triangu- 
lar space forming the gable of a low- 
pitched roof, usually used as a decoration 
over doors, windows, etc. 

Plate—A general term applied to practi- 
cally all horizontal timbers which are laid 
upon walls, etc., to receive and support 
other timbers, especially the ends of raf- 
ters. 

Plinth—The projecting course of stone 
or brick in a wall immediately above the 
surface of the ground. 

Plinth Block—The lowest square mem- 
ber of the base of a column. 

Purlins (purr’-linns)—Also _ Perlings. 
The horizontal pieces of timber which 
rest on the main rafters of a roof and 
support the common rafters. 

Quoin (Koin)—The exterior angle of a 
building. Also, stones or other material 
laid successively above each other at the 
corners of a building. 

















Rafters—The inclined timbers, forming 
the basic roof construction, which meet at 
an angle at the top and on which the laths 
or boards are nailed to carry the external 
roofing. 

Rails—Horizontal pieces of timber in 
the framing between the panels of doors, 
wainscoting, etc. 

Reveal (re-veel’)—The side of an open- 
ing for a window, doorway, etc., between 
the framework and the outer surface of 
the wall. 





Ridge—The upper angle of a roof. 


Ridge Board—Also  Ridge-piece, or 
Ridge-pole. The highest horizontal timber 
in a roof to which the rafters are framed. 

Riser (rye’-zer)—Also Raiser. The verti- 

cal surface of a stairway as distinguished 
from the horizontal surface, which is 
called a tread, or step. 











Rubble (rubb’-ull)—Also Rubble-work 
or Rough-walling. Coarse walls con- 
structed of rough stones, not large, but 
of great irregularity, both in size and in 
shape. 

Scaffold—A temporary erection of tim- 
bers and planks for the use of workmen in 
building walls or erecting any work which 
they cannot otherwise reach. 

Scantling (skant’-ling)—The term ap- 
plied to any piece of timber under five 
inches square. 

Scarf-Joint—A joint made by joining, 
bolting, welding, or otherwise fastening 
together transversely two pieces of mate- 
rial so that they appear as one piece. 

Seribing (skribb’-ing)—Fitting wood- 
work to an irregular surface. 

Sheathing (sheeth’-ing)—The sub-sid- 
ing, usually of rough lumber, to which is 
nailed the outer siding. 

Shoe—The lowest member of a base- 
board, set against the floor. 

Sill of Headers—A series of bricks, laid 
with their ends exposed. 

Sillsk—The horizontal pieces of timber, 
stone, etc., forming the bottoms of win- 
dows, doorways, or other similar open- 
ings; also, the horizontal pieces of timber 
or plate at the bottom of wooden parti- 
tions; also the horizontal pieces of timber 
which support the studs of the super- 
structure. 

Soffit—A ceiling or the lower horizontal 
face of anything, such as the underside of 
an arch, where the thickness is seen. 








Soil Stack—The vertical pipe that re- 
ceives the discharge from plumbing fix- 
tures. 

Soldier Course—A vertical course of 
bricks with edges exposed. 

Spandrel (span’-drell)—The triangular 
spaces included between the arch of a 
doorway, etc., and a rectangle formed by 
the outer mouldings over it; also, the 
term applied to other similar spaces in- 
cluded between arches, etc., and the 
straight-sided figures surrounding them. 



















Stile—The upright piece in framing or 
paneling. 

Stool—The flat piece, corresponding to 
the sill of a door, against which the win- 
dow shuts. 

Strut—Also Strutting-piece. In carpen- 
try, any piece that keeps two other pieces 
apart; in contradistinction to a tie, which 
keeps two pieces together. 

String Board—The board placed next to 
the well-hole in wooden stairs, holding the 
ends of the treads. The string piece is the 
board under the treads and risers, form- 
ing the support of the stairs. 

Studs—Also Studding. The intermediate 
posts in partitions and walls, usually 2 by 
4 inches in size. 

Tail Trimmer—The trimmer next to the 
wall, into which the ends of joists are 
fastened to avoid flues. 

Templet (tem’-plit)—Also Template. A 
pattern or mould used by workmen, 
especially by masons and bricklayers, as 
a guide for the shape of their work. 

Transom (trann’-summ)—A _ horizontal 
mullion or cross-bar in a window. 
Trellis—A cross-barred lattice, usually 
used as a support for running plants. 
Triglyph (try’-gliff)—Decorative blocks 
' in the frieze of a Doric entablature. 

] Trimmers (trimm’-ers)—Double or triple 
1 joists or timbers for framing an opening. 
Support for headers. 

. Truss—The collection of timbers form- 
. ing one of the principal supports in a 
roof, framed together so as to give mutual 
support to each other and to prevent 
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y sagging or distortion. Wooden partitions 

< and other carpentry work frequently are 
strengthened with trusses. 

> Tympanum (timm’-pan-numm)—The re- 
cessed face of a pediment, usually tri- 

: angular in shape. 
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- Valley—The internal: meeting point 
of roofs sloping at right angles to each 
1] other. 

if Vent—A pipe connecting with the soil 
stack, and supplying air to prevent si- 
phonage or back pressure at plumbing 
fixtures. 

Wainscot (wane’-skutt)—To line with 
boards or panels. 

Water Table—also Dripstone, or Label, 
or Hoodmould, or Weather-moulding. A 
prejecting table or moulding over door- 
ways, windows, etc., to throw off the rain. 





- Weatherstrip— Narrow strip of wood or 
1e metal placed over crevices, as at doors or 
n. windows, to exclude rain, dust, wind, etc. 











HOVE STARS AND SPORTS LOVERS 
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Wuen SHEETS were selected for Sun Valley Lodge, 
Pequots were the natural choice. Their rich, smooth tex- 
ture suggests the luxury which wealthy Lodge guests ex- 
pect. Yet Pequots are not expensive. And they 
amazingly! 


rs wear 
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quot ° . : 
po make er his e Pequ The soft strength which put Pequots in Sun Valley 
t or 
strong Le a you buy! Lodge...has also made them the most popular brand of 
tur . . + 
as sheets in America! Soft strength makes Pequots stay fresh 


on the bed longer...come from the laundry firm and 
white...and ’way eutlive sheets that of- 
fer merely surface smoothness. Things 
to remember at White Sale time! 
Pequot Mills, Salem, Massachusetts. 
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To the average householder the disposal of 
the Christmas tree poses quite a problem. You 
might try planting it in a snowdrift—where 
mine usually last longer than the ones | plant 
in the ground. 


+++ 


Most of the virile outdoor types who 
flock to Sun Valley and San Moritz and 
other winter resorts to ski usually have a 
swell time—even if they forget to notice 
whether there’s any snow on the ground 
or not. 


+++ 


“So far as I can see,” muses Les Gowan, 
“these modernistic houses are built on the 
assumption that people will be spending 
most of their time on the roofs!” 


+++ 


Our concrete tennis court has turned out 
splendidly; tennis nine months of the year, 
theoretically, and skating in winter, when we 
get around to flooding it; but above all, a 
great place for the neighborhood children 
to play games with chalk marks on the 
concrete. 


- - 


Perhaps the rehabilitation of a fine old 
decayed family begins when it acquires a 
son-in-law who moves in and shovels the 
snow off the sidewalks promptly after 
every blizzard. 


a 


To illustrate how gossip inflates itself: 
During a bridge game the lawyer in the 
next block rapped his wife playfully on the 
knuckles with a pencil, and two days later 
the story was all over town that he had 
struck her on the head with a mashie! 


+++ 


There’s a wave of daintiness prevalent 
among the college athletes; my scouts report 


that more and more of them are shaving under 


the armpits. 


Two weeks, it strikes me, is long enough 
for any borrower to keep any book unless 
he’s trying to learn it by heart or copy it 
out in long-hand. 


+++ 


At this season, alas, your small children’s 
periods of good health seem to be only brief 
interludes between colds—even if they have 
colds only one week all winter. 


es ae 


“One advantage of a professional match- 
maker,’’ meditates Phyllis Gowan, “is that 
he might provide candidates for marriage who 
live, for example, in Chicago, with sets of 
in-laws in Maine and California—a great 
convenience for summer & winter vacations 
and so on.” 


++ + 


After years of fearless ice-box raiding, in 
the dead of night, I’ve made an important 
culinary discovery: that a melange of 
most of the leftovers, tossed into a skillet, 
warmed, briskly stirred, and topped with 
an egg, has a foreign and delectable taste. 


++ + 


It’s a genuine triumph for an amateur 
interior decorator, of course, when she can 
put 8 or 9 lamps in a room and still not 
have a good light for reading. 


One good way to begin the new year is by 
paying all your bills—tho such self-indulgence, 
of course, simply mustn't be carried to extremes! 


+++ 


Your living-room, naturally, should be 
designed to please yourself rather than the 
occasional guest or friend; but it does no 
harm to look at it sharply now and then 
as if you were a perfect stranger. 


a a; 


There’s no real objection, of course, to 
letting boys and girls vote when they're 18, 
provided by that time our education has 
taught them to spell, and multiply up to 12 
times 12, so they'll understand how taxes 
pyramid. 


+++ 


Who really terminates a kiss, the man or 
the woman? The experts | happen to know 
can't agree; maybe that’s because they're 
married. Privately, | think that no one actually 
knows how a first-rate kiss begins or ends. 
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As soon as a pretty woman begins to 
feel depressed whenever she isn’t the cen- 
ter of all masculine attention, she be- 
comes a professional beauty and slightly 
burdensome. 


+++ 


Of five home-owners whom I quizzed 
about it, four (including myself) didn’t 
have the faintest idea where the water, gas, 
and sewer pipes, and the telephone and 
electricity wires entered their houses! (Prowl 
around a little, gentlemen.) 


+++ 


One energetic he-man adopted as a hobby 
the raising of gourds on all the vacant lots 
in the neighborhood, and now virtually every 
dinner table in town is adorned, by half-be- 
wildered friends, with all sorts of gourds! 


+++ 


Unfortunately, many a wife who goads 
her husband into becoming a high-powered 
go-getter soon discovers that from then 
on he isn’t quite so much fun to live with. 


+ + 


Just when a man thinks he finally under- 
stands women he sees his wife separate the 
yolks and whites of eggs, beat them sepa- 
rately, and then mix them together again. 


+++ 


As every mother (and some fathers) know, 
it takes perfect timing to arrange to take a 
tot to see a Shirley Temple movie without in- 
terfering with its ‘‘schedule’—and then you 
usually encounter the other picture on the 


double bill. 


++ + 


By her late husband’s will, the hand- 
somest widow in our town is forbidden to 
remarry. But wouldn’t it have been more 


fun to let her marry again and then haunt 
her? 


na a 


Sentiment, alas, is an expensive luxury; 
it often costs more to upholster a cherished 
old chair than to buy a new one. 


+++ 


What an amazing reversal in American 
politics it would be if the candidates suddenly 
discovered that kissing grown girls won them 
more prestige, glamour, and votes than kissing 
babies! 

—HARLAN MILLER 





4 WAYS TO 


TOAST YOUR TOES 
By Margaret White 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY SIGMAN-WARD 





As formal or as intimate as you make it is this 
perfectly balanced arrangement with lamps 
and coffee table taking care of both twosomes 


Seats for four? Then maneuver them this way— 
a contrast in light and heavy pieces, two tables 
and two lamps perfectly serving all chairs 





Your chatty crowd will toss for seats in this 
set-up before the fire, the lucky ones drawing 
the love-seat with its ever-handy coffee table 


Just the setting for that twosy evening at home. 
An end-table and lamp for each of you. 
Plenty of room for pull-ups when friends drop in 


FRUIT COCKTAIL 


What a help to any busy housewife! 


Det Monte Fruit Cocktail perks up meals... 
cuts down work...combines five tempting fruits 
in a single can! 

And they’re all Det Monte Quality. Peaches, 
pears, pineapple. Cherries and seedless grapes. 

A grand introduction to dinner, of course! A 
delightful dessert. A happy flavor-surprise for 
breakfast or lunch. A marvel at mixing, too. 
With fruit punches, say...or in gelatin molds. 

Keep plenty on hand. Dex Monte, remember. 
The brand you know you can always depend on! 


Another team of 
flavor favorites— 


DEL MONTE 


A winner every time! 
Fruits for Salad. 


Gloriously gay! 
Surprisingly thrifty! 





FRUITS FOR SALAD 


blend of peaches, pears, apricots, 
pineapple and cherries. In larger 
pieces, just right for salads. And 
ready for instant service. Try it 


today! 
See.. Hitt .» Page 8 





CARICATURES BY TOM 


“Yours for better petunias” 


ee Diary 


OF A PLAIN DIRT GARDENER 


By Harry R. O’Brien 


CARLISLE 


Dear READER: 

In beginning another year of this DOAPDG for you, 
I’ve been wondering if in past years—eight of em by now 
—I’ve always given a correct picture of myself and of the 
family and of our activities and interests. Perhaps I’ve 
conveyed the impression that gardening and flowers is 
our sole interest—well, my sole interest, anyhow. 

As a matter of fact, it isn’t, by any means. We are 
just like other ordinary folks. Besides gardening, we’re 
interested in our home indoors, in community activities, 
in music and good food recipes and whatnot. We like 
the outdoors and things of Nature. There’s as much 
excitement over a wildflower in our ravine or a robin’s 
nest in an evergreen as in the blooming of a new rose. 
Then too, the business of earning a living makes it 
necessary now and then that I travel away from home. 
When possible, the family goes along. We like to visit 
gardens elsewhere and see how other folks do things. 

So if you agree (if you don’t, then write me), I’ll try 
to vary this daily account of our activities this year 
by putting in some news of things we see outside the 
garden, along with the more homely news of our own 
lawn and roses and dahlias. Maybe you'll let me write 
now and then, too, of how I plan and ponder and ad- 
venture and dream here at home and get such a kick 
out of gardening. 


Yours for better petunias, 
The PDG 


g / Well, here’s another New Year come around, 
an. and methinks, instead of making the usual 
guaranteed-not-to-break reso- 
lutions, I’ll do some planning 
instead. The first plan is that I 
aim to enjoy this year more 
than usual and not growl at 
Maggie so much, either, when 
she enjoys the garden by cut- 
ting the choice blooms for the 
house. 

You see, after we built this 
home of our own out here in 
what had once been part of a 
primeval cow pasture, there 
was a lot of hard work. Year by year I had to dig holes 
to get the trees and shrubs planted—a bit each year as 
we could afford it. There was a lot of spading and rak- 
ing and hauling to get the beds arranged and perennials, 
peonies, iris, roses, and so on set out. There were frames 
to build, lawn to get in shape. The newly-planted things 
took a lot of cultivating and care. 

But now the great bulk of this is all done. So my plan 
this year is to enjoy what I’ve established thru the past 
years of work. If Maggie doesn’t make remarks too 
pointed about my getting lazy, I’d like to devote a good 
part of my garden time just to take care of things—prun- 
ing, weeding, spraying, and so on. I won’t undertake 
much in the way of new things. 

Of course, I’ll need two or three more shrubs to fill up 
holes. Acquiring a few of the newer roses will be abso- 
lutely and positively necessary, you understand. There’ll 
be the annuals to get started, as usual, for I’m always 
anxious to see what the new All-America selections are 
and one must have snapdragons and such. I’ll be finding 
a few new perennials to add. But nothing big or tre- 
mendous—or expensive—you understand. 

So I just think I’ll set aside this year for playing and 


having a lot of fun in the garden. I’ll have more time to 
visit my neighbors’ gardens and gossip, to teach the 
boys how to do things, to explore the river bank and 
the ravine and get better acquainted all around here- 
abouts. 

If anybody has any objections to this, let him speak 
now or be forever silent, as I heard the preacher say 
one time. 


g 5 It wasn’t until today that I finally got round 
GN. begin the outdoor year. What I did first 
was to gather up some empty fiower pots I found beside 
a seedframe that theoretically were put in the toolshed 
in October when I put the rest 
away. Then I began that old 
familiar winter chore that I al- 
ways enjoy, getting the tools 
gone over and put in order for 
next summer. 

For the past ten years I’ve 
always done this in the garage, 
with considerable shivering and 
shaking. But why not do it at 
my tool bench in the basement? 
So I hauled all the hoes, rakes, 
spades, trowels, and the like to the areaway window and 
handed them down to Donald, who stacked them under 
the stairway. Now I'll be able to clean and oil and sharp- 
en at my leisure and in my comfort. 

(Note later: I found that this didn’t work so well. 
It was fine for me, but the tool handles dried out too 
much and became loose in the sockets. The garage is 
better, after all, than either basement or my little home- 
made summer tool shed. Tools left in this shed rust 
too much.) 


Lod 


I This afternoon found me in Pittsburgh at 
an. a meeting of the Rockledge Garden Club. 
After the meeting, I was taken for a drive thru beauti- 
ful Shenley Park and by the Garden Center, an inter- 
esting little building in the Park, but no time to stop. 
Tonight Mrs. Hall, president of the garden club, in- 
vited the officers of the club and some other interested 
folks to her house. 

There I met Miss Margaret Winters, the director of 
the Center and Mrs. H. A. Nomer, its president. These 
two told me of the good work the Center is doing in 
providing a focal point for garden-club activities for 
Pittsburgh. It’s a meeting place, a library, an informa- 
tion office, a location for exhibits of flowers, and so on. 
There ought to be a garden center in any city or town 
where there’s widespread garden-club interest. 


/4 What a winter! Maybe I should ask, “What 
an. winter?” There hasn’t been any yet, other 
than that cold snap about Thanksgiving. The other day 
it was 60 outdoors. Today it’s raining, but outside it’s as 
warm as June, seems like, and Alexander, the duck that 
lays eggs, is outdoors quacking loudly as it parades 
from pool to pool. 

At lunch Maggie remarked that the Japonica—she 
means Cydonia japonica, or Japanese Quince—is coming 
out in bud now, instead of its usual April time and she 
must bring some in so it will bloom indoors. I went out 
and, sure enough, the buds are so large, they look like 
they’ll burst right out in bloom shortly, if this weather 
keeps up. A lot of other shrubs will bloom if cut now or 
later on, brought indoors and kept in water. Some of 
these are forsythia or Golden-Bells, spireas, apple boughs, 
pear, peachand plum, pussy- 
willows, maples, and others. 

David’s teacher was com- 
ing for a visit after school 
this afternoon. ““Now, Dad- 
dy, don’t you come down- 
stairs in your slippers while 
she’s here,” he warned me 
at lunch. “Not your old hat 
and overalls, either.” 


g 
Alan vien 


—— oh 





“| began to get the tools in shape 








“Alexander paraded 
from pool to pool” 
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A REFRESHING DRINK ANYTIME IS 
CAMPBELL’S— THE LARGEST SELL- 
ING TOMATO JUICE IN AMERICA! 


“= BREAKFAST TIME 


Youngsters (and oldsters, too!) start 
breakfast and the day with zest when 
the breakfast drink is 


Com: tomato swice 


) DINNER TIME 


Because it’s gay and palate-tingling, 
people always enjoy beginning dinner 
with a glass of 


Combes, tomaro swice 


BETWEEN TIMES 


For mid-afternoon let downs and late 
evening thirsts busy folk come to the 
kitchen for 


ambled, TOMATO svICE 


j 
i F Pa 








Recently I’ve changed the lo- 
Yan. [5 cation of my garden-diary 
notebooks and now have them together in 
a row on a Shelf in the study—thirteen 
yearly volumes in all, not counting the 
new one for this year. I always keep the 
current number handy in my desk. The 
diary I use is a familiar red-backed one 
found in most any office-supply store. 
Most of these are dirty and soiled, for 
I’ve used them under all sorts of con- 
ditions—in rain or sun or propped up be- 
side me on the little bench in the toolshed 
where I divide perennials or do potting up. 
Within the covers of these notebooks I 
put down the record of the annual and 
perennial seeds I sow. I make a record of 
the location of the shrubs, peonies, roses, 
iris, Oriental poppies, mums, and the like, 
and depend upon this record, rather 
than upon labels, which get lost or faded. 
I keep bloom dates year after year, frost 
and rain records. I have an account of 
plant food applied, dusting or spraying of 


“So we took the old cupboard downstairs” 


roses, when I roll the lawn. I put down 
observations as to which varieties do well, 
effectiveness of sprays, and a thousand 
and two things I may want to know later. 

Nearby I have clippings stowed away 
in folders in a filing case*This, I find, is 
much handier than a scrapbook and much 
more flexible. On another shelf I have my 
bulletins and catalogs classified and filed 
under the same headings as the clippings. 
I particularly like to keep all my old cata- 
logs. There is much of cultural informa- 
tion that often comes in handy years later. 


ag 0 and I need a desk in 
Gan. /6 the basement in which to 
keep our photo supplies and at which we 
can work. It was my intention to buy 
some old second-hand affair. “But,” says 
Maggie, “‘you can take that old flat-top 
office desk I’ve been using upstairs for a 
sewing table. I ‘ll get me a new knee-hole 
desk for sewing.’ 

So this morning we went down to buy 
her the new desk. When I learned that 
furniture prices were going up, we pro- 
ceeded to buy some of the new dining- 
room furniture, too, that Maggie has been 
talking about for at least seven years now. 


Yan. 19 


Donald, together with sever- 


station downtown tonight. I hauled 
about half of the cast down and sat outside 
in the lobby to listen as it came over the 
air. Bless my soul—the play turned out 
to be the old legend of how tulips were 
first brought to Holland. 

It seems that a crusader and his squire 
wanted to bring back a great treasure 
from the Holy Land. They were afraid of 
robbers, so they cut open wild tulip bulbs 
and hid the treasure in these bulbs. When 
robbers beset them and opened the sacks, 
they fignored the bulbs. So the treasure 
reached home quite safely. [Turn to page 77 











al others from his room at | 
school, put on a little play over a radio | 
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KEPT AT ITS AUGUST-FRESH BEST 
FOR YOU — ALWAYS! —THE LARGEST 
SELLING TOMATO JUICE IN AMERICA 


AUGUST 


Extra-luscious tomatoes grow from 
extra-special seeds, and ripen on the 
vine Nature’s way for 


Combed, TOMATO SVICE 


Campbell’s Tomato Juice is canned 
by a special process that retains fresh 
flavor and vitamins through themonths. 


Camille TOMATO JUICE 


GUN Remember there really 


is a big difference in tomato 
juice. Campbell’s = 
is the one with the 
true fresh -tomato 
flavor... . YOU CAN 


TOMATO JUICE 


WITH THE TRUE FRESH-TOMATO FLAVOR 


See.. afte .. Page 8 





BUILD A 
Heatilator 


FIREPLACE 


Waele 4 we Be ol” % 
2 Me M4 
wnt 


civtulates Coat 
CUTS FUEL COSTS 


The HEATILATOR FIRE- 
PLACE operates on an im- 
‘proved principle, entirely 
different from the ordinary 
fireplace. It actually circu- 
lates heat—warms every 
corner of the room and even 
adjoining rooms. Gives thor- 
ough comfort on chilly spring 
and fall days, with a big 
saving in fuel bills. It is 
the only heating equipment 
needed in mild climates. 


Proved in thousands of homes and 
camps. It makes camps _ usable 
weeks longer—even on winter 
week ends. Solves the heating 
problem in basement recreation 
rooms—heats the room quickly. 


will not smoke 


The Heatilator is a steel heating 
chamber—providing a metal form 
for the masonry—around which 
any style fireplace can be built. 
Correctly designed for proper 
draft, it assures smokeless opera- 
tion. Fire box, damper, smoke 
dome and down draft shelf are all 
built-in parts. Saves materials, . 
saves labor—adds little to fire- 
place cost. 


WRITE FOR DETAILS. State 
if building a new or rebuilding an 
old fireplace. 


HEATILATOR 
COMPANY 


421 E. Brighton Ave, 
Syracuse, N. Y. 








AHeatilator 
Kireplace 





Fun With Maple Bowls 


| ings and a comfortable seat, the piece 


offers no difficulty. 

One-half inch holes are bored opposite 
each other thru the bowl, down a little 
way from the rim, so that the stick when 
thrust thru them won’t bind. The handle 
is sanded smooth, filled, and finished in 
white shellac or clear lacquer and then 
waxed. After being tapped home to a 
snug fit, a small brad is driven up thru 
the bowl] into each end of the handle, as 
indicated in the detail drawing. 


The Bird-Bath: Maple bowls come thor- 
oly impregnated with wax. So, while ordi- 
narily you shun wood for a bird-bath, 
in this case it works out all right. 

For the bird-bath shown, a bowl 11 
inches in diameter was used. A gas pipe 1 
or 114 inches in diameter and 5 feet long 
serves as the upright. Slip a new hack- 
saw blade in the frame and make two cuts 
in one end, each spaced evenly, 4 inches 
deep. Bend these outward with a wrench 
or by hammering, until the four prongs 
fit pretty well against the bottom of the 
bowl. Drill a hole thru each prong end, 
then fasten the bowl in place with screws 
which must not go clear thru the wood. 

The lower end of the pipe can be made 
pointed so the pipe can be driven easily 
in the ground by cutting out four “V” 
segments with the hack saw as shown. Or 
the pipe can be left full size and a hole 
dug for it, then tamped tightly in place 
again. A really permanent job results if 
a larger hole is dug, this filled with well- 
mixed concrete, and while it’s still soft, 
pushing the pipe down into it. Set up 
temporary braces to hold the pipe plumb 
while the concrete hardens. 

Such a bird-bath should be placed in 


| a well-shaded nook in the garden. During 
| the winter take the bowl indoors. 


The Kindling Basket: The capacity, sim- 
plicity and general ruggedness of this 
kindling basket will make it quite ap- 
propriate for fireplace use. Heaped with 
kindling for starting the fires, or with 
pine cones which have been dipped in 
chemicals to provide a thrilling display of 
color when tossed into the fire, it will look 
right at home beside your own fireplace. 

This bow] is 17 inches in diameter. Two 
feet of the shape and size shown are cut 
to fit the under side and provided with 
14-inch dowels which are glued in holes 
in the bowl and also in the feet. 

Two ropes, 44-inch in diameter, are 
thrust thru holes bored down 1% inches 
from the rim and the ends knotted to 
serve as a handle. By crossing the ropes 
and using two of them, much greater sta- 
bility is achieved. Yet, being flexible, the 
ropes can be pushed over to one side to 
give plenty of room for removing kindling. 
A steamed and bent wood handle can also 
be made if desired, with turned wood pegs 
to hold the ends in place against the sides 
of the bowl. A bowl 15 inches in diameter 
will be fully as appropriate for this basket 
as the larger size. To make the feet sit 
level on the floor, use a small hand plane 


| or whittle both lower edges parallel. 


The Indoor Garden: To make the one 
shown you need three bowls, one 9 inches 
in diameter, one 11 inches, and one 13 
inches in diameter which sets close to the 
floor. The two larger bowls have a round 
block of wood fashioned to fit the curve 
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[ Begins on page 48 | 


of the inside, held with screws inside each 
for added strength. These should be made 
and placed first, and before the screws 
are driven in, hot paraffin, well applied 
with a brush, should be spread over a] 
parts of each block. This will make them 
immune to moisture in earth used. 

Turn or whittle three legs and fit them 
into holes bored in the bottom of the 
lower bowl. The holes should extend wel! 
up into the round wood block inside. The 
outer ends of the legs should rest on a 
10- or 11-inch circle. 

This done, the two uprights are turned 
and fitted. They’re glued in place and the 
bowls plumbed and leveled. Paraffin also 
should be brushed into them; and later, 
hot paraffin worked into all surfaces not 
already coated with the wax. If this is 
properly done you need have no fear of 
any piece warping or splitting from ex- 
cessive dampness. 

By using a darker wood for the legs 
and uprights, you can secure a two-toned 
result. 


Wirn some dexterity and considerable 
elbow grease, you can remove the sur- 
face wax from these bowls with rather 
coarse sandpaper. This will be necessary 
if any piece described is to be painted or 
stained. Doing this will darken the proj- 
ect and add perhaps to its appearance, but 
many of you will like the bowls best just 
as they come with the surface wax on them. 








LEE COYNB 


+ @ TRIG SEWING KITS, perhaps in 
| - your own stores: (1) of washable 
svedecloth, this fitted pouch costs 
$1.25; Winston Mills, Inc., 16 W. 
22nd St., New York City. Painted 
duck (2) has a needle cushion on top, 
and a base drawer, $1.25; Unique 
Novelty Co., Inc., Sawyer, Wis. (3) 
Of colorful checked silk, rubberized 
lining, this 7-inch bag holds darning 
and silk thread, and other aids, $1; 
Glida Corp. of America, 20 W. 
22nd St., New York City. (4) This 
ted or blue kit travels well, $1, C. J. 


: » Bates & Son, Chester, Conn.—A. J. O. 
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Let’s Face the 
Stethoscope 


No. 17 of a Series of Family Life-Insur- 
ance Stories by Ray Giles, Author, 
“Your Money and Your Life Insurance" 


RaLPH G. waited four long years before 
an insurance company would accept him 
as a “‘standard risk,”’ the medical examin- 
er’s term for a person in sound health. 
One morning he had coughed and up came 
a few drops of blood. He was examined 
immediately by the family doctor, a sec- 
ond physician, and a lung specialist. The 
family doctor vowed there was no trace 
of tuberculosis; the lung specialist said 
it might be an incipient case. 


RALPH went back to work. A few days 
later a business associate came into his 
office and said, ““Why don’t you try for 
life insurance? That'll settle the question 
about your health. My insurance man and 
a doctor are coming this afternoon to put 
thru a policy for me and I'll send them 
down to you.” The two young men were 
green as grass in insurance matters or 
they would never have done such a thing. 

As the medical examiner turned to leave 
after an apparently satisfactory examina- 
tion, he said, “I forgot to ask if you’ve 
ever spit blood.” “‘Yes,”’ answered the 
young man, “‘five days ago.” That is the 
first insurance story I’ve told about my- 
self, and I do it only because it raises con- 
siderations i in applyi ing for life insurance. 


ln MAKING an application for your 
first policy, it’s best to have an insurance 
adviser who asks intelligently about your 
physical condition and family history. 
If you have any doubt about passing, 
consult your family physician. R. G. 
should have waited a few months, when 
even the lung specialist would have 
vouched for his good health. But when the 
insurance examiner gets out his stetho- 
scope, give yourself the benefit of any 
reasonable doubt. If one doctor has sus- 
pected a heart murmur but another told 





you your heart was all right, let the in- | 


surance doctor form his own conclusions. 


Answer questions honestly, but don’t un- | 


necessarily make trouble for yourself. 
Apart from ethical considerations, nev- 
er lie to an insurance examiner if you’ve 
been rejected by another company. Your 
record is open to every other company as 
well, and an attempt to evade it is futile. 


A WISE old insurance agent who has a 
fine record for getting his clients passed 
by the strictest examiners makes these 
suggestions to those about to be examined: 
Get an extra hour or two of sleep the night 
before. For 24 hours don’t overeat. Don’t 
drink too much tea or coffee. Don’t smoke 
too heavily. Don’t crowd the examination 
into an over-busy day when you may be 
keyed up, irritable, excitable. These states 
may raise your blood pressure higher 
than normal, and may otherwise prevent 
your body from giving the best report 
of itself. But don’t be unduly upset if 
you’re rejected. After my own four years’ 
probation I was able to get all the life in- 
surance I wanted at regular rates, and still 
can get it, 25 years later. 





WHAT! NO SNOW ON 
JIMMY SMITH'S ROOF ? 
— CONFOUND THESE 
UNINSULATEO HOUSES! 






























Santa could tell you how J-M Home 









Insulation will make YOUR house 
warm and cozy this winter 


OES your house leak heat like a 

sieve? Take a tip from Santa, 

and give yourself and family a perma- 

nent gift in winter comfort—one that 

will help do away with expensive fuel 

bills and chilly, drafty rooms that are 
hazards to the family health. 

For the modern, more comfortable 
way of living, for the healthier, more 
economical pleasure of winter com- 
fort—insulate your house with J-M 
Rock Wool Home Insulation. 

The fascinating free book illustrated 


below tells how Johns-Manville Rock 


Wool develops. a uniform, permanent 
barrier to the passage of heat. This 
book also tells you everything you 
want to know about this scientific in- 
sulation. It explains how J-M Rock 
Wool, “blown” into empty walls and 
attic spaces, helps keep rooms warm 
and cozy all winter. How 
are reduced up to 30% 
summer the house is kept up to 15 
cooler on the hottest days. 


fuel costs 
And how in 


Experience this modern thrill of 
healthy comfort and home economy 
—just mail coupon for free book. 


You can finance your J-M Rock Wool Home Insulation with convenient 
monthly payments under the terms of the J-M Million-Dollar-to-Lend Plan 


JOHNS-MANVILLE 





“Blown” Rock Wool Home Insulation 
FREE B O OK tells the complete fascinating 


story about J-M Home Insulation—MAIL THE COUPON 





JOHNS-MANVILLE, 

Send FREE illustrated book telling whcie amo 
J-M HOME INSULATION. 
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Dept. BHG-1, 22 East 40rh Strect, 
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\ YOU-JOHN 


Alka-Seltzer 


Jwns Off" Dayo 
¢nito Pleasant Day 


When a Headache, Upset Stomach, Cold 
or some other common everyday ache or, 
pain threatens to spoil your good time— 
be wise—Alkalize with Alka-Seltzer. A 
tablet in a glass of water makes a pleas- 
ant tasting, effervescent solution, which 
brings quick relief in TWO ways. Be- 
cause it contains an analgesic (sodium 
acetyl salicylate) it first relieves the 
pain and then because of its alkalizing 
properties, it corrects the cause. of 
the trouble when associated with an 
excess acid condition. 
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Don’t pay several hundred dollars more than neces- 
sary when you build a home! Buy it direct from our 
mill at our low factory price. We ship you the materials 
—lumber cut-to-fit, ready to erect. Paint, glass, hard- 
ware, nails, etc., all included in the price—no extra 
charges. We pay ‘the freight. Plans furnished—also com- 
plete building instructions. No wonder our customers 
write us that we saved them 30% to 40%, compared 
with builders’ prices. Easy terms—monthly payments. 


Handsome Big FREE 
CATALOGUE 
Pictures wonderful homes in colors at money- 
saving ye Designs al suit everyone. 

rite for your cat 


ue today. 
Lewis WaNURAGCT RING co, 
Dept. 2 Bay City, Michigan 
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| Like Wives Who— 


[ Begins on page 20 | 


and make them be good. She’s the woman 
from whom European men are at least 
partly emancipated, but to whom that 
spineless jelly-fish, the She-ruled Ameri- 
can man, is in abject thralldom. 

The American man submits to her ego- 
tistical tyranny because he has had it 
drilled into him since he was a baby that a 
Good Woman is just one step short of 
divinity, and that the highest ideal for an 
American husband is to be her slave. 


THE result of this system is that the 
Good Woman is often nothing but a 
spoiled child, priggish and tyrannical and 
self righteous. Such a woman puts per- 
sonal interpretations on everything her 
husband says or does. If he reads his news- 
paper instead of devotedly talking to her, 
she takes it as a personal slight. If he has 
an eye fora age face or a well-turned 
ankle, that’s her idea of a personal insult. 
He doesn’t dare be his own crude mascu- 
line self in her presence or she’ll pounce. 

The funny papers have long designated 
this creature as the “Little Woman.” One 
of her outstanding characteristics is that 
she trusts her husband so little that she’s 
never sure where she stands in marriage 
unless her husband spends a major part 
of his energies waiting on her hand and 
glove. 


SucH a woman is a pest in matrimony 
and a man-trap outside it. She gets her 
man by clinging-vine tactics before mar- 
riage, and she loses him by the very same 
sort of tactics after marriage. 

What your typical Good Woman can’t 
understand is that if two people are gen- 
uinely married there’s no need for an elab- 
orate ritual of amenities and formalities 
such as strangers have to practice to keep 
from getting in each other’s hair. And so 
she makes his life miserable because he 
doesn’t punctiliously perform such ab- 
surdities as easing her into her chair at the 
home dinner table (it’s well enough out- 
side), and treating her as if she were a 
mid-Victorian heroine in hoop-skirts going 
into a decline. Hooey! 

In his heart the poor devil married to 
this woman, and longing for someone who 
would keep step with him as a good com- 
panion, almost like another man, knows 
that Glamour is cloying stuff; that a little 
goes a long way; and that a relationship 
of simple, direct honesty, kindliness, and 
congeniality lasts; and that Romance is a 
by-product of such relationships. 

But would the miserable worm dare tell 
her so? What do you think? 


In THE meantime, does your typical, 
dyed-in-the-wool Good Woman look well 
at the breakfast table? No! 

Does she wear curl-papers? Yes. 

Does she take the trouble to be provoc- 
ative and dainty and sweet about her 
person and her clothes? No—she looks as 
if she used lye for soap, steel wool for a 
washcloth, and buckram next to her skin, 
and as if her notion of a proper garb for 
her husband were a hair shirt. And prob- 
ably she undresses in the dark. 

Does she bestir herself to keep the trim 
figure and the firmfleshed body she had 
when he fell in love with her? No! Why 
should she? He’s in the trap, isn’t he? 

Does she let herself get fat, flabby, 


dumpy, heavy on her feet, with a bad 
breath, and an unwholesome skin? Plenty! 

Is the old come-hither look still in her 
eye; or did she put it there just to hook 
him?—Right! He figured she’d be good: 
but if he had had any notion of how damn- 
ably Good she was he would never have 
married her. She played him for a sucker 
by concealing the fact that she had only 
contempt and disapproval and distrust for 
his masculine standards. What he knows 
now is that she married him to reform him 
and bend him to her will. All along she 
had it in for his crude masculine liking for 
corned beef and cabbage, and for other 
pleasures of the flesh. And yet she de- 
mands that he love her in December as he 
did in May, and that life remain a per- 
petual honeymoon. 


lr YOU see a woman in mixed company 
talking clothes, children, and homemaking 
with the other women present while the 
men listen in silence and stifle their yawns, 
that’s her. The general attitude of these 
clackers and cluckers seems to be that the 
men present are just so many small boys 
in long trousers listening to their mothers, 
but at liberty to go out and play if the 
talk doesn’t interest them.—Well, boys 
don’t feel romantic toward their mothers. 
And as for going out to play—men 
married to such women are likely to do 
just that. That’s where the Other Woman 
comes in. She isn’t too Good; there’s 
something of the Geisha and the Hetaira 
in her; she has humor; she doesn’t scold 
or nag; she doesn’t take life too seriously; 
and she doesn’t eternally wish that a man 
were something other than what he is—a 
man. In fact, she thanks God for Men; and 
Men thank God for her. Happy the man 
who finds her in his wife. Many do. 





| Like Husbands Who— 


| Begins on page 27 | 


economic truism. To hold her responsible 
for the maze just isn’t cricket. 

I like husbands who say, “Come on. 
Let’s ditch the kids and go to Chin Li ing’s 
for chopsuey and a movie afterwards. | 
know you're tired after canning all that 
tomato juice.’ 

What a man is that! You know he exists. 
Perhaps you’ve never met him, but then 
maybe you’ve never met Einstein, or the 
Duchess of Windsor, or seen a Burmese 
flying fish. 


| LIKE husbands who carry over into the 
40’s a little irresponsible gaiety. Life is 
real enough and earnest enough, heaven 
knows, for any conscientious family man 
these tempestuous times! But it needn't 
be glum. It’s just as much fun to go slid- 
ing on a moonlight night, or take in the 
dance with the new, keen orchestra at the 
country club, or practice your swan dive 
at the pool when you’re 45 as when you’re 
15, if you'll only break down and try it out. 
It’s a far greater contribution to life's 
ultimate joy to have a husband who 
brings home two pounds of hamburger 
and blithely cranks up the old flivver for a 
family picnic, than to have one clump 
home grimly exhausted after a successful 
day at the office, lugging a chicken for the 
pot under one arm and a second car for 
the garage under the other. 
I like husbands who become active 
members of the House Maintenance Com- 
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mittee; who do something beside groan at 
the payment of dues. The same man who 
blithely orders Venetian blinds for the 








* west windows at the office, cork carpeting 
K for the floor where the file clerks work, and 
‘5 a water cooler in the office corridor be- 
wails as merest feminine and notional 
folly the reupholstery of the davenport, or 
* cabinetwork on the shaky dining-room 
y chairs. 
r 
vs Anp loud do I carol in praise of the 
% handy husband-around-the-house, pro- 
ae vided, of course, that he consents to em- 
am: ploy his God-given talent. I’ve known 
” husbands—“‘and they’re not so very far 
ee away from me right this minute,” she said 
*: darkly—who even tho they’re geniuses in 
"i cupboard construction, and quick as a 
wink can fiddle with an ailing vacuum 
= sweeper and have it roaring its accus- 
1 tomed chant, yet prefer, yes, actually 
. prefer, to loll around on a bright Sunday 
om morning and read about Popeye rather 


’ than employ their mysterious powers in 


he activity about the little nest. 

I like husbands who say, “‘Well, Ger- 
+ aldine, an interesting thing happened to- 
S 


’ day,” when Geraldine queries, ‘‘And what 
happened at the office, Gerald, my love?” 


About once a month the champing of 
a food in absorbed silence is a tribute to a 
“ wife’s culinary skill. The other 27, 29, or 
“a 30 days, the crunch is just a lot of neces- 





sary noise. She wants to be told about 


te seeing Jim Sloan, the Phi Delt from St. 
sid Louis, and what he thinks about Federal 
ee Housing; or the funny story going the 
od. rounds of the Hermit Club at lunch; or if 
oe Gerald agrees with the editorial on World 
al Peace in the paper! Her world has been, 
fa circumscribed by children, the grocery 
delivery boy, Huldah, and woman’s club 
buddies. She thirsts for a spot of masculine 
intellectual wine. Don’t let her suspect 
there’s nothing on tap but cold, weak tea. 
| LIKE husbands who aren’t afraid of 
their own honest distinction. The cult of 
the middle-brow it was called once—this 
timid refusal of the American man to 
‘ble appear as intelligent, as careful in fastidi- 
ous speech, as intolerant towards shoddy, 
‘iin as he has the brains and training to be. 
ate Apparently he’s so afraid of seeming to 
“_ think he’s good” that he prefers to be 
hat thought second-rate. 
| I speak for the sex, when I say no wom- 
~" an understands that hangover of the juve- 
es nile gang mind. If a man is intellectually 
the alert, has clothes sense and good manners, 
on she wishes to heaven he would let his 
light shine before men and her. And no 
show-off, mind you, is what she wants, but 
ithe an adult male willing to stick his head 
— over the dead level of mediocrity, if the 
liens brute’s got it in him to rise that high. 
aan _ [like husbands who drop around dur- 
dn’t ing an evening party every so often just to 
slid- see how the little woman is making out. 


the To be brought to a party at 9, dumped, 





the and forgotten blithely until collection 
dive time, when Home Sweet Home is the 
sre theme song around 2:30 a. m., is the fate 
ont. of most little women. Again speaking for 
i:fe’s the sex, I say, we don’t like it. But if it 
who keeps on—who knows—we may like it 
rger too well. (And then won’t Gerald be sorry?) 
for a A : : ; 
ump ND finally, I like husbands who in- 
ssful dulge in hand-washing rites a full minute 
r the before dinner—before it steams its tooth- 
r for someness away into the chill air while 
Mamma and the little ones wait for Papa 
ctive to clean up! 
Som- Enough said. 








, 5G fla ou Te 








hone is a 


f the telep aval 


is day; the 


because you called. ; 
The telephon 
—vit 


1 happier» 
ma trail of th ; 


ARE . 
T E S 1 be surprised 


. ow at 
7oice and y ‘ to mos 
hear your vo + tance. Rates “o 
will be glad - lephone Long Dis ; all day 
8 = elep 
P o t nat seve 
© and station © 425 
state mallee $1 for about 


LOW 


about 





See.. Hise .- Page 8 





PRECISION: 
BUILT 


IN 30 DAYS 


—_r 


Sus 


: 


SEND FOR 
FREE FOLDER ON 
PRECISION-BUILT 





.. cost 10% less to build 

..- beautiful, sturdy, weatherproof 
.- doubly insulated 

.- qualified for FHA Mortgage 


Today... you can begin putting those 
home building “ideas” on paper! You're 
going to have your own home! You're go- 
ing to have it at 10% less cost...in one 
month instead of three! And it’s to be 
exactly the home you've always wanted 
...in both appearance and soundness of 
structure. “Precision- Built” makes these 
things possible for the first time. 


Your Precision-Built home is your home, 
large or small, built to your own or your 
architect’s plans, by your local contractor. 
Using only the finest materials—including 
wenteiigeoot Homasote in big sheets (up 
to 8’ x 14’) —and employing the best in 
workmanship, your home is accurately, 
soundly built. It is attractive, comfortable, 
livable. It is weatherproof. It is doubly in- 
sulated. It is qualified for FHA Mortgage. 


All of these advantages —at 10% less 
cost! Is there any reason for delaying your 
plans? Don’t delay. Get the facts now. 
Write today for our free booklet on 
“Precision-Built Homes.” 


or OMASOTE 


INSULATING 
AND BUILDING BOARD 
Homasote Company, Trenton, N. J. 
Send Free Folder on 
Precision-Built Homes (qualified for FHA Mortgages) 
0 $2500 0 $3500 0 $4500 OC $5000 and up 
Also full facts about 
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Insulation 
(Wood-textured) 


Thermasote 
Sheathing 
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Scientists of a Continent Discuss the Quints’ Future 


[ Begins on page 28 | 


tally and in all other ways except lan- 
guage if her 2 months’ prematurity are 
discounted. The rest are only a little way 
behind her. All are making great gains in 
talking, and in from 3 to § years, it’s esti- 
mated, will not be different in any respect 
from full-term youngsters gestated in the 
usual way. 


THe world is happy to know that its 
princesses are as well endowed mentally as 
they are physically. But the conference 
at Toronto had the privilege of watching 
that struggle toward the norm, fostered 
by the best in care and training. For the 
first time in my experience, charts and 
graphs carried drama and human interest! 

Pictures showed us the babies soon after 
birth, the tiniest mites imaginable, held 
easily in the palm of one hand. Thru pho- 
tographs, I beheld them grow sturdy, 
beautiful, infinitely winsome. And on 
charts I saw the mental development keep 
pace down thru the months. 

It wasa moving story, with a whole con- 
tinent helping to keep five frail babies 
alive. Chicago sent incubators. The moth- 
ers of Toronto contributed nearly a gallon 
of milk each day. Doctors came from far 
and near at Dr. Allan Dafoe’s summons, 
and Nurse Leroux worked for days and 
nights without sleep to keep the tiny 
spark going in each child. 


Bur then, where the Quints are con- 
cerned, everyone has a special gentleness. 
Doctor Blatz, who reported on the mental, 
motor, social, and language development 
of the five, can be very scathing when 
parents try to show off their perfections. 
Many of us have crept away from his 
mental-hygiene round tables at Iowa 
City, lowa, licking wounds caused by his 
quick repartee. But his analysis of the 
Quints that day at Toronto was distin- 
guished by sympathy and understanding. 

“Tt’s the most natural thing in the world 
that the quints don’t talk more,” he said. 
“Language is a tool used when needed. 
The Quints haven’t needed this tool. 
Every want is anticipated. And among 
themselves, as is so often the case with 
twins, they communicate with a regular 
pantomime of gestures and facial contor- 
tions.” 

With his charts Doctor Blatz showed us 
how these youngsters, alike so far as 
heredity and physical make-up are con- 
cerned, have grown into distinct person- 
alities. Yvonne looks after the others and 
mothers them, Annette is the most ag- 
gressive, Cecile unpredictable, Emilie in- 
dependent, and Marie, the littlest, is the 
most sympathetic and affectionate. 


THEY have even formed social cliques. 
Annette is the social leader and elects to 
play mainly with Cecile. Yvonne is quite 
impartial, making friendly overtures to 
all; Emilie plays with Marie more than 
she plays with anyone else. But Emilie is 
such an independent little rascal that 
Marie often is left to her own devices. 

What has the interest of the public 
done to them? So far, Doctor Blatz stated 
positively, it hasn’t harmed them. But it 
does complicate very much the arrange- 
ments for their future. 


How to provide wider contacts and yet 
not shut the Quints entirely from the pub- 
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lic which loves them is the problem of 
the guardians. 

The careful training and supervision 
will go on, but in connection, it’s hoped, 
with a more normal life. What the guar- 
dians now hope to do is to acquire 2 
square miles where the hospital and the 
home of the elder Dionnes now stand. 
There, back from the highway, they would 
like to build a home for the whole family 
—father, mother, brothers, and sisters— 
and a model school which all the Dionne 
youngsters may attend with children of 
the community. It was hinted by On- 
tario’s minister of education that selected 
children might be brought in from other 
districts as well. 


THE Premier of Canada has promised 
the Quints five ponies for their birthday 
next May. The 2-mile estate could have 
bridle paths, a lake, boats, everything 
children love, and the Quints could pay 
for it all out of their own money, for al- 
ready these youngsters are worth half a 
million dollars. 

So much for the immediate future. The 
guardians don’t try to plan for more than 
one stage at a time. 

When the conference adjourned next 
day to Callander to view the children in 
the flesh, all of us went feeling like walk- 
ing encyclopedias of quintuplet lore. | 
might not be able to tell them apart by 
their ears, as one of the biologists had 
boasted he could do—part of the time— 
but I was sure I would be able to spot 
Yvonne and Annette by their leadership, 
Emilie by her independence, Marie be- 
cause she is the littlest. 


Anp what happened? Everything was 
forgotten in watching five little girls at 
play in snow-suits exactly alike, but no 
more alike than the round faces, the big 
brown eyes with their long lashes, the 
identical fluff of reddish brown curls 
which showed at the back of each tan 
helmet. They were so similar and so cun- 
ning that I wanted to pinch myself. to 
make sure I wasn’t dreaming them. 

Tell them apart? Just try it yourself 
sometime! The one who played so long in 
the sandpile by herself proved to be 
Yvonne, not Emilie, and Marie turned 
out to be Cecile. But when you fail at this 
game, don’t feel too badly. No one has 
ever had a 100 percent score except the 
Quints themselves, who never miss, and 
who are highly amused at the mistakes 
of adults. 

“How do the girls compare with the 3- 
year-olds in your nursery schools?” | 
asked the head of a famous American 
child-welfare station. 

“They are quieter, gentler. That is all. 
They haven’t had the rough and tumble 
of a mixed group.” 

“And what do you think of them as 
children?” 

“I think they’re darlings!” 


ALREADY the Quints have changed 
many lives. First and foremost, perhaps, 
that of Dr. Allan Dafoe, who is a darling 
also, and who, by the way, is by no means 
the back-country doctor he has sometimes 
been painted, but a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Toronto, and son of a doctor 
who studied at Edinburgh in the time of 
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tried it? 











QUICK, NEW WAY 


TO KILL 
SMELLS 


Sweeping the country—killing 
all odors on its way! Sanovan 
- - » marvelous new odorless 
deodorant! Homes every- 
where use it for cooking smells, 
bathrooms, sickrooms, al/ un- 
Ppleasantodors Easy, fast, 
thorough, inexpensive . . 

Cleanses, too! Be sure your 
home gives no offense— make 
Sanovan part of daily house- 
cleaning. And now ... special 
49% Sanovan combination at 
drug and department stores! 
For folder, write Cosmos 
Chemical Corp., Dept. E, 81 
Washington St., Boston, Mass. 


SANOVAN 


KILLS ALL ODORS --- LEAVES NO ODOR 
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CONTEST WINNERS 


First prize, $50, Mrs. Arthur Hug, 501 
Sycamore St., Belleville, Ill. 2nd prize, $25, 
Effe Fairchild, 4386 Thielen Ave., Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 3rd prize, $15, Helen Delbar, 
2610 Lake St., San Francisco, Calif. 4th prize, 
$10, Mrs. J. W. Lowe, Las Cruces, N. M. 5th 
prize, $5, Mrs. Vivyenne Cromwell, 2411 S. E. 
40th Ave., Portland, Ore. And $1 each to: Mrs. 
C. H. Johnson, 1201 Webb Rd., Lakewood, 
Ohio; Mrs. Arthur Huisman, 7919 So. Wabash 
Ave., Chicago, Ill.; Elizabeth Burgesser, Leroy 
Ave., Darien, Conn.; Mrs. Mabel Elliott, 
4033 N. Franklin St., Philadelphia, Pa.; Mrs. 
George E. Stratton, 450 Grand Ave., San 
Francisco, Calif.; Mrs. Paul Shideler, 706 W. 
43rd St., Indianapolis, Ind.; Mrs. Lovil E. 
Powers, 2800 Dumesnil St., Louisville, Ky.; 
Mrs. John B. Wingert, 2917 West St., Ames, 
Iowa; Anna Pich, 228 N. Hamilton Ave., 
Indianapolis, Ind.; Mrs. Vernon Barrickman, 
2714 E. Magnolia Ave., Knoxville, Tenn.; 
Mrs. H. T. Schmidt, 2016 High St., Ports- 
mouth, Ohio; Mrs. Wm. H. Pitcher, Jr., 205 
Goodwood Gardens, Roland Park, Baltimore, 
Md.; Ruth Frey Sutcliffe, 1535 2nd Ave., 
Elmwood, York, Pa.; Mrs. Geo. King, 912 
Chestnut St., Columbus, Ind.; Mrs. John H. 
Piper, Gig Harbor, Wash.; Mrs. E. C. Strick- 
land, Milton, Fla.; Mrs. Edward F. Holmes, 
437 Perkins St., Oakland, Calif.; Mrs. Myron 
A. Jones, 818 Buffalo Rd., Franklin, Pa.; Mrs. 
Jesse Fort, Griffin, Ga.; and Mrs. F. R. Borg- 
feldt, 10329 Canterbury St., Westchester, Ill. 





Lister. His young doctor-brother, William 
Dafoe, is a typical successful city practi- 
tioner, well groomed, clean cut. 

“Allan never cared for the beaten 
paths,” Doctor Will told me. “He loved a 
quiet life and wasn’t interested in fame or 
money. That’s why he located at Cal- 
lander.” 


Anp by that token he became the 
world’s most famous living doctor, his 
quiet life a thing of the past. The intense- 
ly kind, unworldly man has a sort of 
guardian angel of his own in F. A. Davis, 
official photographer and unofficial god- 
father to the Quints, who has taken all 
the adorable still pictures you have seen 
of the children. It was Davis who, when 
officers attempted to subpoena Doctor 
Dafoe in Chicago, took the summons, 
handed it to a near-by reporter, whisked 
Doctor Dafoe thru one door of a taxi and 
out the other, into an airplane and away. 

“But I can’t get used to it,” mourns 
his former buddy, the cameraman for The 
Toronto Star. “Fred Davis and I covered 
fires and murders and suicides together. 
We’ve been chased by as high as 14 mili- 
tary police at one time. And here he is, 
standing on the door of this conference, 
looking like an undertaker’s assistant, and 
keeping me out!” 


To THE country roundabout, the Quints 
have brought prosperity. No one is on re- 
lief now, the roads are improved, even 
the forests are better kept. The children 
of the community will share in the Quints’ 
model school. Perhaps in time the rural 
schools of the northland will be better as 
a result. Perhaps in time the world may 
be a better place for all children because 
the Quints were born and, withthe help 
of science, lived and captured the hearts 
of mankind. 


THERE’S NO royal road to child-train- 
ing, Mrs. Shultz discovered at the con- 
ference of scientists at Toronto and Cal- 
lander. The experts who oversaw the 
training of the Quintuplets encountered 
problems just as do parents everywhere. 
What these problems were, how they were 
met, and how the Quints were trained will 
be told by Mrs. Shultz in next month’s 
Better Homes €8 Gardens.—Editor. 


CNT MENON 
Getting Personal 








—about floor-coverings 


Can your floor-coverings be per- 
sonalized? In grandmother’s day, 
what kind of carpet blinked when 
the parlor door was opened? Which 
is on the up-grade in popularity— 
design or plain floor-coverings? 
What are the latest color-modes in 
rugs? What floor-coverings make 
your rooms look larger? 

These and many other questions 
about the right and the new floor- 
coverings are answered in next 
month’s Better Homes & Gardens. 
































Wr 7: y = — for big, Free 

oday Olson Book in col- 
ors (66 pages of beautiful rugs in model 
rooms) that tells how you can have the 
new rugs you long for at a saving of 35 to 
50 cents on every dollar. Describes how 
we merge and reclaim the valuable wools 
in all kinds of old rugs, carpets, blankets, 
drapes, clothing, etc. — sterilize, shred, 
picker, card, bleach — then redye, respin 
and weave into luxurious, new, modern — 


SEAMLESS, REVERSIBLE 


OLSON RUGS 


—deep-textured, firmly-woven, two- 
sided Broadloom Rugs that have 
won praise of editors and women 
everywhere. Choice of 66 lovely Early 
American, Oriental, modern designs, solid 
colors, rich blends, ovals, etc. Any Special 
Size You Want. Orders filled in Week. We 
Pay Express or Freight from any state. You 
risk nothing by a trial. If not delighted, 
we'll pay for materials. Our 64th year. 
Beware agents. Order direct from Factory. 


FREE tc’ 


LO 
OLSON RUG Co. 
Chicago NewYork Frisco 
2800 N. Crawford Ave. 
Dept. F-24. Chicago, Ill. 
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The LIBERTY—5 Rooms 1163 

and Bath (Materials) 

Buy Direct from Mill and Save— 

You buy from our 5 great mills at lowest 
wholesale prices. One order buys your 
home complete. No eztrasf Over 270,000 people live 
in Gordon-Van Tine Homes. Many save $300 and up! 

Famous Ready-Cut System—Saves you 30% in 
labor, 18% in lumber waste and gives you stronger, 
better built home. Brings the savings of modern pro- 
duction methods to home building. 

Finest Guaranteed Materials—Complete tron- 
clad specifications assure you of guaranteed lumber 
millwork, hardware, paint, tinwork, plumbing and 
heating. Best materials and strongest construction 
save repair costs year after year. Satisfaction Guaran- 
teed or Money Back. 

Attractive Modern Features—Skillfully arranged 
floor plans, sunlitht kitchens planned to save time and 
steps, cheerful dinettes, modern bathrooms and many 
other features mean more comfort and less work for 
the housewife. 

Building Material Catalog—Get free book of 5,000 
Building Material bargains. Doors, windows, paint, 
hardware, built-in fixtures, lumber—everything 
for Ix-up work—at amazing money- 


saving prices. ME PLANS 


eI 


World's Largest Specialists in Home Building Since 1865 
1788 Case Street, Davenport, Iowa. 
Check free books wanted: [] Homes, [) Farm Build- 
ings, () Building Material Catalog. 











YOU MUST HAVE 
A CAST-IRON 
STOMACH TO 
EAT THE 
RICH FOODS 


NOT AT ALL.! EAT 
THINGS 1! LIKE. 
THEN iF 1! GET ACID 
INDIGESTION,! CHEW 
TUMS AND THEY 
FIX ME UP QUICK, 


HERE’S PROVED RELIEF 
FROM ACID INDIGESTION 


ES—TUMS, a remarkable discovery 

brings amazing quick relief from. indiges- 
tion, heartburn, sour stomach, gas, and con- 
stant burning caused by excess acid. For TUMS 
work on the true basic principle. Act unbeliev- 
ably fast to neutralize excess acid conditions. 
Acid pains are relieved almost at once. TUMS 
contain no laxatives; no harmiul drugs. Guar- 
anteed tocontain nosoda.Over1 4 billionTUMS 
already used—proving their amazing benefit. 
Try TUMS today. Only 10c for 12 TUMS at 
all druggists. Most economical relief. Chew like 
candy mints, Get a handy 10c roll today, or the 
three roll economy package with metal con- 
tainer for only 25c. 





MS FOR THE TUMMY 

1N ACID INDIGESTION 
Beautiful Six-color 1938 Calendar-Ther- 
mometer. Alsosamplesof TUMSand NR. 
Send stamp for packing and postage to 
Howe Company, Dept. 4-A-10, St. Louis, Mo. 





‘‘L hear she’s gone nudist.” 








Good Cooks 


“Sweeten” the Judges 
See Cooks’ Round Table of Endorsed Recipes 


JANUARY’S Cooks’ Round Table Con- 
test has left our judges in a genial frame 
of mind, in spite of the fact that they were 
a bit overworked. Our judges were edu- 
cated, too, and surprised, to see all the 
good things that could be done in the name 
of either cookies or tarts. In fact, it was 
great fun being around the Tasting-Test 
Kitchen where the cooky jar was kept 
overflowing with prizewinners. 

And if you’ve a drop of cooking-blood 
in your veins, it’s right to the kitchen 
you'll go when you see those prizewinning 
cookies and tarts that posed so life-like for 
the photographs on pages 45 and 46. A 
good place to start is with the recipe for 
three of a kind from one batch of batter 
which won for Mrs. George Hershberger, 
of Pomona, California, the $5 Dish-of- 
the-Month prize. But we’ll wager you’ll 
try all those intriguing recipes! 


“Cookies That Take the Cake” 


JANUARY’S Cooks’ Round Table News 
is just that. In it you’ll find more of those 
prizewinning recipes that keep big and 
little boys happy at home. Ask for 
“Cookies That Take the Cake” and send 
a 3-cent stamp to Better Homes & Gardens, 
7201 Meredith Building, Des Moines, 
Iowa. 


Yes, Indeed, “It's June in January” 


Here’s a chance to win a prize for one 
of those cool ideas that you’ve been sav- 
ing for the good old summertime. Janu- 
ary’s Cooks’ Round Table Contest is call- 
ing in recipes for chilled or frozen desserts 
and ice creams. Any recipe is eligible 
where cold does most of the work—in the 
refrigerator, either automatic or ice, froz- 
en or chilled in freezing compartments, ice- 
cream freezer, or packed in ice and salt. 
Send in your recipes during January; then 
look for winners and some smart cool ideas 
in June’s Better Homes & Gardens. 

Remember, $5 is awarded for the recipe 
that’s outstanding in dependability, in- 
terest, and downright goodness, and 20 $1 
prizes for Honor Roll winners. 

As before, the winners of these 21 prizes, 
if they specify in their recipes one or more of 
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The household “utility-man”. 
For craftsmen and manual training. 
Use for fixing and repair work. 
In bottles, tubes and cans. 





Banisx air from steam heating sys- 

tems and save 10 to 20% of your fuel bills. 

New Dole Air and Vacuum Valves vent 

air quickly—close tight against steam loss. || 

End nuisance of hissing, dripping and || 
hammering radiators. Increase comfort 

with quicker, more even heat. Replace (J J: 
old valves now. Ask your steamfitter. a "| \ 
The Dole Valve Company, Chicago, Ill. / 


D © E Ron 
‘ VACUUM 
VALVES 


ON ANY ONE-PIPE STEAM SYSTEM 





CUTS HOUSEWORK 
Here’s an IN HALF 


amazing new invention that 

thousands of housewives every- 

where are using. Sweeps and 

cleans carpets and rugs, cleans 

P and washes walls, ceilings, and 

mops floors better, quicker and easier 

a than any other method. Your hands 

NEW ART never touch water. Finest quality sponge 

CLEANER rubber head loosens and absorbs all dirt 

which is forced out with the automatic 

wringer. Sent postpaid for $3.00, or C.O.D. if you 

prefer. Get a New Art Cleaner and change your daily 

cleaning from a drudgery to a pleasure. Don’t put it 
off—write for it now. 

Agents: write forattractivemoney making proposition. 


ARTMOORE CO. INC., Dept. 81, 
108 N. Water St., Milwaukee, Wis. 











CLEANS Stoves—Furnaces—Boilers 
“OLD HICKORY” 


SOOT COMPOUND 


25% More Heat on 25% Less Coal 
Mail $1.00 For Home Size Package 
(one month’s supply) delivered anywhere. 


THORNTON HOPKINS CO. 
800 17th Ave., N. Nashville, Tenn. 
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THE CREAM 
AT THE TOP 


---Real quality identifies itself. 
Whether it be cream, or men, 
or hotels, outstanding perform- 
ance is given top ranking. Few 
hotels in the world hold as prom- 
inent a place as the Stevens. 
To experienced world tray- 
elers, “The Stevens” repre- 
sents the cream of American 
hospitality, a tradition of ex- 
cellence without extravagance. 
OTTO K. EITEL, Managing Director 


STEVENS HOTEL 
~ CHICAGO 














SEWAGE 


DISPOSAL 


for your 
HOME or CAMP 


Now, before you 
build or install new 
plumbing learn all 
a about the safe dis- 

, ‘ posal of sewage. A 
septic tank which is not dependable may be 
dangerous, costly, embarrassing. Don’t risk 
dug-up lawns, or walls, furnishings and floors 
damaged by clogged drains. The San-Equip 
Master tank has exclusive features insuring 
safer and easier disposal. Lower installation 
cost. Write today for complete information. 


SAN-EQUIP INC. 
521 E. Brighton Ave, 
Syracuse, N. Y. 








































New Arndt “Money-Maker” Laying 
now ONLY Units at lowest prices ever quoted on 
all-steel laying batteries. Alsc new 
s oo Starting and Broiler Batteries, com- 
eed lete 25-birds-a-week plant, "$49.75. 
rofits from first 100 chicks will pay 

A Cage for equipment. 


Write today for free folders. Dept. 46 
M. H. ARNDT MFG. CO., Trenton, M. J. 


















™ PARKER’S HAIR BALSAM 


Removes Dandruff-Stops Hair Falling 
Imparts Color and Beauty toGray 
and Faded Hair 
60c and $1.00 at Druggists. 

4 Hiscox Chemical Works, Patchogue, N. Y 


Best POULTRYJOURNAL issues 2 5¢ 
Re “3 


trial. Agents wanted. American Poul Journal 
San se Clark Streets ee eter aee, titinets 

















the products advertised in this or in the past 
six issues of Better Homes & Gardens, will 
receive a package of each advertised prod- 
uct they mention, the Better Homes & Gar- 
dens Certificate of Endorsement for fram- 
ing, and six copies of the endorsed recipe. 


1. Write your recipe clearly on one side 
of the paper. Send but one recipe at a time 
and mark it “June Chilled or Frozen Des- 
sert and Ice-Cream Contest.” 

2. Give measurements in /eve/ cups, ta- 
blespoons, and teaspoons, never in heap- 
ing or scant measurements. 

3. Be sure to specify in your recipe the 
brand names of the nationally known food 
products you use as ingredients—products 
available everywhere. We must know 
them so we can test your recipe with the 
same brands you use. 

4. All recipes submitted become the 
property of Better Homes & Gardens. 

5. Address 8601 Tasting-Test Kitchen, 
Better Homes &§ Gardens, Des Moines, 
Iowa. 


January Honor Roll 


Mrs. George S. Baer, Ashland, Ohio 

Mrs. C. W. Cain, Downingtown, Pa. 

Mrs. John C. Cameron, Madison, Wis. 
Donna Mae Dare, Denver, Colo. 

Helen L. Denman, San Francisco, Calif. 

Mrs. D. J. Frank, Springville, N. Y 

Mrs. Henry E. Guild, Amesbury, Mass. 

Mrs. B. A. Haggen, Bellingham, Wash. 

Mrs. J. Harry Haines, Jr., Asbury Park, N. J. 


Mrs. Florence Kummerer, Philadelphia, Pa. 


_ Theresa Liston, Decatur, Ala. 


Mrs. W. C. Lundgren, Oakland, Calif. 

Mrs. Virginia McNab, Flint, Mich. 

Mrs. C. M. Murray, Jamestown, N. Y. 

Mrs. Dorothy B. Nedeau, New Boston, N. H. 
Mrs. Herman Nelson, Kalispell, Mont. 

Mrs. K. S. Sidney, Davenport, lowa 

Edna Stalter, Tiskilwa, Ill. 

Loretta Stockhoff, Wamego, Kans. 

Hazel Wimer, Blacksburg, Va. 








EMELIE DANIELSON 





@ FOR A WOMAN'S OWN CORNER 
where charm weds competence, here's a 
planning desk, well ordered, with ample 
space for recipe books and account rec- 
ords. Add a telephone and a radio! This 
metal home-management desk, with blue 
linoleum top, is 36 x 24 inches, with 
writing surface 30 inches from floor, and 
a small card-file drawer at left. { Desk 
and metal chair, $92 delivered, White- 
head Metal Products Co., 304 Hud- 
son Street, New York City |—A. J. O. 
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6 a.m. shivers. It's no fun to craw! out of a 
warm bed, trudge down to the basement to fix 
a fire. No fun to dress in chilly rooms, have your 
house too cold or too hot during winter days 
Why let your furnace be the boss in your home? 


Sleep an hour longer. Get up in a warm 
house. Go about your day’s work with the happy 
knowledge that you have luxurious, economical 
automatic coal heat—morning, noon and night. 


with IRON FIREMAN 
° ;, 


i 
No coal handling. Coz! Flow model feeds 
fuel direct from bin to fire. Burns small sized, 
low cost coal. Cuts fuel costs 15% to 50%. 
Clean, safe, quiet. Always on the job, operated 
by exclusive Iron Fireman controls. Quickly 
installed in your present furnace. Easy terms. 


Wonderful Investment 


**Even if Iron Fireman 
did not cut my fuel 
costs I would still be 
a booster,” says George 
W. Stratton, of Bing- 
hamton, N. Y. ‘We 
have even heat, cleanli- 
ness, an added basement 
recreation room, and above all, trouble-free 
operation. Fuel costs have been reduced 50%.” 


4 











Why don’t you investigate Iron Fireman 
automatic coal heating? Get the story 
from your dealer or write for literature. 


IRON FIREMAN 


AUTOMATIC COAL BURNER 


Portland, Oregon: Cleveland, 
Ohio; Toronto, Canada 





IRON FIREMAN MFG. CO 
3040 W. 106th St., Cleveland, Ohio. 
(0 Mai! catalog on home heating 
() Mail “Story of Fire’’ booklet. 


f 


() Make free firing survey. 
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When Furniture Ci ets Toget h af 


Assembled by Margaret White 


For hospitable entertaining, it's a clever idea to have occasional and side | 
chairs that can be drawn up to form a conventional group around your sofa 


THE HERMAN MILLER FURNITURE COMPA. y 





1 
; 
f 
‘ 
| 
t 
rt J 
c 
Ul pee = | elit 
Ge your baby a lucky start in life! t ee , =. || OPP bbe be res , 
Serve him foods of the same high fe Hal ¢ 
quality you enjoy— Heinz Strained Foods. > ii ih . 
The world’s choicest vegetables, fruits, _ 
meats and cereals are cooked with dry 
steam— packed under vacuum. Vitamins , 
and minerals are retained in high degree. = Se als. a ay a oa , 
And there’s good flavor aplenty! By order- ( 
ing an assortment of Heinz 12 Strained ° 
Foods, you'll spend less time in the kitchen ‘ 0 
—more time with baby! 
, d : Wondering how to break the round-and- I 
LOOK FOR THESE TWO : a. &  & round arrangement of your room? A ‘ 
SEALS, THEY MEAN Ne i flat-top desk, with shelves at one side, 
PROTECTION FOR BABY “Ki placed at right angles to the window P 
4 ; 4 ; solved the problem here; practical, too, 
STRAINED ee} i 9 “ ‘ for it gives that desired side-light by I 
oe me a Se day, with room for a lamp for night use b 
FOODS | a b 
¢ ‘ \e W. F. WHITNEY CO., INC 
() ; aetlocaats Ti 
4 
ne of the oldest known forms of amusement in the + fi 
Hawaiian Islands is the game of “Konane,” os i tt 
a sort of ticktacktoe played with stones, a fe 
: r 
rc 
G 
= ; be 
THE MOTT STUDIOS f ’ b: 
So simple, yet so perfectly complete, is ~! r | ( 
this friendly arrangement of an easy . m 
chair and its occasional table, in close sf lit 
relation to good lighting. Quaint wall oat ci 
shelves and flower prints lend a refresh- a Pm 
ing old-time touch to the homey setting gc 
Ai 
in 
th 
be 
Sti 
fo! 
uf 
Where Island laughter is gay and talk 
is amusing, there you'll find Dole 
Pineapple Juice from Hawaii. Its 3 E AW ome ime 
sprightly tang and inimitable flavor + 1% te J ; ’ r nn ees : j a 
fit perfectly into life’s happy hours. . ioc + i i A 
Natural and unsweetened, with all 4 * “aire, Fg hiya Y Ar 
the sun-ripened pineapple goodness The 
brought to you by the exclusive Dole Mis tS ; jn 
Fast-Seal Vacuum-Packing Process. aaa “ 
COURTESY OF JAMES McCREERY & CO., BY MATTIE EDWARDS HEWITT Ar 
waiian Pinea 20. 0 rs of “Dole Pi — : . " A 
= eee Seen eeane of “Sele Pee When a room is small and intimate, two comfortable matching chairs by the fire- Suc 


apple Gems,” Sliced, Crushed, Tidbits, and the new 
“Royal Spears.” Honolulu, Hawaii, U.S. A. 
Sales Offices: San Francisco 


side are better than a sofa. A nice sense of order and convenience comes from the 
tables flanking the hearth. Matching lamps provide adequate light for reading 





Betrer Homes & Garpens, January, 1938 










de 
fa 


2} 


nd- 








A Cook’s Adventure 
With an Electric Roaster 


| Begins on page 42 | 


automatic control, and walked out the 
front door. The dinner looked after itself 
while the cook had a bit of fun, too. 


lve done whole turkeys, following Aunt 
Katie’s advice on timing. She says the 
arithmetic calculation for the cooking 
time by pounds is just too complicated. 
When simmering the giblets for the stuf- 
fing, she takes special note of the time re- 
quired for cooking the gizzard, adds one 
hour, and this is the approximate roasting 
time for the turkey. 

Aunt Katie, too, is a drumstick expert. 
For a normal two-sided turkey, she ties a 
cord at the base of each turkey leg to pre- 
vent shrinkage, then wraps it with a white 
bandage dipped in fat or salad oil. It’s 
good cooking, she says, to swathe the 
whole bird in a fat-dipped cloth. 

Be that as it may, we agree the fowl 
should be well greased befare roasting. I 
start with a preheated moderate roaster 
(300-350°). If you belong to the “searing 
team” brown the turkey in hot roaster 
oven (450-475°). Reduce temperature to 
low (300-325°). 

Pot Luck: Chicken-fried steak for com- 
munity dinners or club suppers is a grand 
possibility. Cook it at home. The steak 
can be carried right in the roaster—it’s 
insulated to retain heat for a surprisingly 
long time. There are endless other possi- 
bilities, of course. You may bake chicken 
with stuffing. Carve the chicken and ar- 
range sliced chicken over mounds of stuf- 
fing in individual servings in the roaster, 
turn the regulator to lowest heat until 
ready to serve unless you carry it away 
from an electric outlet. Ham, pork, or veal 
roast may be done in the same manner. 
Good old pot roast with vegetables, corned 
beef with cabbage, wieners and kraut, and 
baked hash are worthy of roaster attention. 


| WOULDN'T have you think for a mo- 
ment that the electric-roaster unit is 
limited to holiday festivities. You'll espe- 
cially praise its Sunday value. No excuse 
for an unoccupied pew, because a church- 
goer’s family insists upon a Sunday roast. 
Attend Sunday School and you may even 
invite a guest or two with confidence in 
the meal you left behind you. 

After a few roaster experiences you'll 
be striking out on your own. Adjust old 
stand-bys to this versatile electrical unit, 
following the directions given by the man- 
ufacturer of the roaster of your choice. 








Such Little Things 


They were such little things to make me glad: 
A moonbeam dancing on a lily pad, 

A scarlet flower nodding in the breeze, 

And dappled sunlight thru the willow trees, 
The brittle splendor of a winter day, 

The happy laughter of a child at play, 

Crisp yellow curtains in a sunlit room, 

And a bowl of tulips bursting into bloom, 

A baby’s hand around my finger curled— 
Such little things to so enrich the world. 


—REBECCA LYNNE EGERTON 














You Get What You Pay For 


No. 2 in a series of articles by 


Mex Sera Delano Rewer \ 


ANY are the wiles of the door-to-door 

peddler. There’s the young man with 

a nautical air who offers a “bargain” in Japanese silk crépe— 
“worth $3 a yard” —along with this sad, sad story: 

While his ship was at Yokohama, he says, he bought six yards 
for his mother’s birthday. But she died just before he arrived! 
You may have it for what it cost him—$5 for the piece. 

The silk is not Japanese—or all pure silk—at all. Heavily weighted, 
it becomes thin and sleazy after one washing. But the story has 
misled many a housewife who did not know her values. In every- 
thing bought and sold today, price is closely related to quality. 
You get what you pay for. 








































EN you put good fresh butter, eggs and milk into a cake, you 

want a result that pays for your expense and trouble. The other 

ingredients often cost 40 times as much as the baking powder you 
use with them. 

So thrifty housewives know it is worth while to pay a little more for 
Royal Baking Powder . . . because it gives finer flavor, more even tex- 
ture—and protection against baking failures. 

Next time you buy, remember that in baking powder—just as in 
eggs, milk or butter—you get what you pay for. Ask for Royal—the 
only nationally known baking powder made with Cream of Tartar, 
a wholesome fruit product. 

FREE COOK BOOK — Write to Royal Baking Powder, 691 Washington 
St., New York City. Dept. 101. Copyright, 1937, by Standard Brands Incorporated 


st FACTORY 
Staves PRICES/ 
- SALE CATALOG—FREE 


FACTORY PRICES. Easy 
Terms—aslittle as 12c aday. 


Write today for this FREE Tt * S 
CATALOG. New styles, MM 








"WATER GROUND | 
CORN MEAL: 


A different Christmas 
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new features, new colors, 
30 days free trial—24-hour 
shipments. The Kalamazoo 
Stove & Furnace Company, 

81 Rochester Avenue, 


Over 1,200,000 Kalamazoo, Michigan, 


38 Years in Business PaWatetceliita¥.ele) 


Write for FREE Catalog [uEemeaean D) Lud el @ COD (0) 0m 


it INTERIOR DECORATION 


Lid) signer. Earn good fees; cette your home; extend 
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your cultural background.No drawing ability needed. ad in 

Sad Ser HUES Gecthated Cesateg. ERE'S a different gift for a five pound 

|sTERLING B. McDONALD STUDIOS, INC. friends who like real package —post- 

1805 © Merchandise Mart. ... Chienge, MM. Southern dishes or a grand peid anywhere 
gift for yourself. Slow water in U. $, 








tain corn 1s sweeter, harder. 


Ideal for making Southern 
ITCHI NG or C Z ik aa style corn muffins, corn pone, (immediate Delivery) 
BURNING corn bread and spoon bread. 


e Also externally caused pimples and Send $1.00 check or money order to The 
rashes relieved by soothing, fast-acting Little Mill on Big Creek, Highlands, North 


ae ‘ Carolina, for 5-pound package. If you want 
medication of Cuticura. Buy today. it delivered to a friend, as a Christmas Gift, 


SOAP ano we will forward an attractive Christmas Card, 
CUT] C i RA bearing your name as the giver. Please give 
OINTMENT us full mailing instructions. As many 5-pound 
packages as you want for $1.00 each, postpaid. 


ground corn meal from moun- $4 00 























FRENCH TANG AT WHOLESALE THE LITTLE MILL ON BIG CREEK 
Made tothe highest standard of ality and strength, 
our “French Tang Vanilla ‘Flavor’ never tails to win iv HI G H LAN DS, ke 
high <> jy a, Sealed pint bottle $1.50 North Carolina 
FERBO FLAVOR FACTORY, MADISON, N. J. 
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Your garden can be filled with masses of 
dazzling red flowers from July until frost, 
with this amazing new Dazzler Hardy Carnation 
—the largest flowering, heaviest blooming, most 
gorgeous red of all carnations! Grows bushel-size 
first year, stems up to 20’ tall, 40 to 50 blooms at one 
time —each flower 2 inches across—clove-scented — 
the most remarkable carnation creation of all time! 
Write to Kellogg’s for full details Today! 


NEW GARDEN BEAUTY BOOK 
/ Send for your FREE 

Ree! copy of the newcolor- 
ful 96-page mottoee 

Garden Beauty Sook. packe 
with interesting novelties, all your old 
garden favorites and hundreds of bar- 
gains. Avoid disappointment, write for 

your free copy at once! 

R.M. KELLOGG COMPANY 
| Boxioss, Three Rivers, Mich. 
















My California Full-of Bloom sunshine-grown 
Lilies flower within a few weeks of planting. 
Gorgeous rainbow colors—delightfully fragrant. 
Easy and fascinating to grow. Plan a pool today. 


GUARANTEE. Johnson Sunshine Water Lilies are 
guaranteed to grow—why take risks with hothouse plants? 


FREE packing and postage anywhere -- save 25% to 
50%. Free, two beautiful pool plants with every order. 


FREE 1938 CATALOG 


Beautifully illustrated in full color. Crammed to bursting 
with Water Lily lore. Send TODAY for your free copy. 


JOHNSON WATER GARDENS, Wee tae. 








STRAWBERRIES 


Fratton bien sot Sweet WAYZATA 
Everbearing Strawberry. Yields 
heavily 6O days after being 





eplan inted. 
2On WAYZATA, ge te ay I sae 
GEM ym GRAN 


¢ largest and mos eet Prot 
skill, spring bear ‘airfax = wine 
varieties. Also on the Mam MMOTH Y- 
EN and GIANT BLUEBERRY. All varieties. 
RASPBERRIES — BLACKBERRIES — DEWBERRIES 
lyr. =< papearne st ze. BARGAINS in Grapevines, Fruit 











and Shade , Roses, Shrubs, Asparagus, Fi Flowers, 
Bulbs, aves ns, Discounts on Early a nd Large 
Orders. All stock Mardy. Northern Grown. Qual- 


ity tea Large Color Catalog FREE. 
WESTHAUSER NURSERIES sawven, micn. 
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[ Begins on page 16 | 


the richest soil, the most moisture, and 
the most protection from hot sun. These 
cacti like a leafmold soil enriched with old 
cow manure or other plant food; they 
won’t tolerate lime. They rest for a month 
after flowering and again about two or 
three months before they bloom. Water- 
ing, then, should be reduced to start buds. 

For the spiny types I use leafmold and 
about one-third coarse and. To this mix- 
ture, I add a little potash and some gar- 
den lime (1 measure to 25 of soil). Use 
additional plant food low in nitrogen 


Here’s a Hobby You Can’t Touch 


however, we can divide the cactus family 
into three tribes: the Pereskieae, the 
Opuntieae, and the Cereeae. The lowest 
or oldest forms of cacti fall in the Peres- 
kieae tribe, native only to the tropics. 
They’re used chiefly for grafting stock. 

In the Opuntieae tribe falls the well- 
known Pricklypear, native in nearly every 
part of the American Continent. 

The tribe Cereeae is subdivided into 8 
sub-tribes, and into these tribes fall the 
most desirable species. 

By carefully choosing varieties suitable 





A frame with shaded glass, built on a table, is a summer home for Mrs. Lewis’ cacti 


only after the plant has begun to grow. 
Watering is best done at night. Use 
only warm water. Leave none in de- 
pressions of the plant because it starts 
rot, or will cause burns if the sun strikes 
it. Plants not getting good light should 
have less water and poorer soil mixture 
than these grown in the warm sun. 


Cacti are easily started from cuttings 
if the cuts are allowed to dry thoroly for 
a week, and then planted in moist sand 
and kept in a warm place to root. 

Plants can be kept in storage during 
the winter if it’s a cool, airy place. Those 
with dried or broken roots can be treated 
as cuttings. A decayed plant can be 
saved by cutting away the rot and treat- 
ing it as a cutting. Fresh new growths on 
old plants can be broken off and rooted if 
a better-looking specimen is wanted. 

Nursery-grown seedlings adapt them- 
selves to house conditions much better 
than plants from the desert. Certainly 
they’re much prettier. 

Overhanging eaves cut off so much of 
the summer sun from south windows that 
I move my cactus plants outside to a 
coldframe about mid-April. The hardier 
ones can be left in a coldframe all winter 
here in Seattle, but most of my plants are 
back in the house by October. This frame 
is opened during warm summer days and 
the sash is painted lightly with white- 
wash to cast shade. There’s nothing like 
a few months outdoors to harden cacti. 

If you wish to study cacti seriously, you 
can turn to a few popular books, “The 
Cactaceae,” an encyclopedia by Britton 
and Rosef, cactus catalogs, and the pub- 
lications of the Cactus and Succulent 
Society of America (6162 N. Figueroa 
Street, Los Angeles). For the beginner, 


t You can find it in your public library. 


for growing in a window, I manage to get 
many months of bloom from my plants. 
The amount of sun a plant gets regulates 
its flowering period, and I’ve found that 
the early-flowering species, placed in a 
sunny south window in December or 
January, will develop buds and by Febru- 
ary or March start blooming. 

Some of these early ones that have done 
unusually well for me are: Mammillaria 
erythrosperma, Rebutia minuscula, Cham- 
aecereus silvestri—all blooming about the 
time the Christmas Cactus is finishing. 
Chamaecereus silvestri flowers at intervals 
until July, and should be in every col- 
lection. By April 1 the Rattail (4porocac- 
tus flagelliformis) is in full bloom and 
many of the Echinocereus are budded. 
The Bishops-Hood (Astrophytum myrio- 
stigma) starts to flower by mid-April, 
and produces its pretty yellow flowers at 
intervals all summer. 


By THE first week in May, Mammil- 
laria microhelia, M. hemisphaerica, M. 
wildi, Ferocactus uncinatus, Notocactus 
(Malacocarpus) haselbergi are at their best. 
From mid-May to June 1 the Echino- 
cereus bears lovely large flowers. I like: 
Echinocereus fitchi, E. reichenbachi, E. 
perbellus, E. caespitosus; and in June 
comes LEchinocereus pectinatus and E. 
baileyi. Opuntia basilaris also coming in 
June is the only Opuntia to bloom indoors 
for me. Its flowers are lovely. Mammil- 
Jaria carnea, with its pink spines and 
matching pink flowers, is in full bloom by 
mid-June. Later on come Mammillaria 
bocasana, M. perbella, M. elegans, and M. 
kewensis. The last two mammillarias often 
flower in January. Lodivia cinnabarina, 
Echinocactus bicolor, Mammillaria camp- 
totricha, and the Echinopsis are later. 

Each year holds more thrills as more 
of my seedlings reach a flowering age. 
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Beauty Spots 
Thru Kitchen Windows 


[ Begins on page 18 | 


pore, it sprouts sedums and green, rose, 
and bronze rosettes of sempervivums. In 
spring, foaming cataracts of cerastium 
pour over it. There are rainbow-tinted 
rivulets, too, of Moss Phlox, babysbreath, 
alyssum, veronica, and cool, blue-green 
tufts bearing aloft spicy-fragrant pinks. 


STILL another member of our commu- 
nity club has a charming rock garden on 
what was an ugly pile of subsoil and stones 
thrown up from a basement excavation. 
She had to do a little rearranging to 
achieve a natural, harmonious slope away 
from the house—spread good soil mixed 
with a little well-rotted manure and peat- 
moss several inches deep over the barren 
clay and gravel. But what an eyeful of 
color it flings at you in every season. Even 
in winter the sedums and sempervivums 
keep their glossy green-and-rose, blue- 
and-red-bronze coats, while low ever- 
greens and berried cotoneasters shine all 
the more bravely against the snow. 

Every kitchen door has a path leading 
somewhere from it—even if it’s only to 
the clothes reel or the family “specialist”! 
And any path presents fascinating possi- 
bilities. If it’s serpentine, maybe with 
stepping-stones set in emerald turf be- 
tween, you can do something really excit- 
ing. But even a straight line takes on 
magic when it’s banked with gay bulbs 
and perennials—or when violas, ageratum, 
Moss Phlox, and Sweet Alyssum spill over 
in frothy scallops of azure, white, rose, 
and gold. One of the loveliest paths I ever 
saw was bordered entirely with snap- 
dragons—lush masses of salmon, canary, 
and heliotrope. 


lr YOU can go in for something a trifle 
more elaborate, I know a perfect jewel of 
a miniature formal garden. It’s set in a 
brick terrace just outside the kitchen door 
of a severely classical red-brick Colonial 
house. The plot, less than 30 feet square, 
is divided into four box-bordered seg- 
ments, with space nipped out for a sun- 
dial in the center. 

Here tulips, a single color to each bed, 
are succeeded by medium-high biennials 
or perennials. One season, I remember, 
there was Lychnis arkwrighti, a 2-foot de 
luxe edition in richest salmons and tan- 
gerines of our old friend London Pride. 
Diagonally across were geums, gold and 
brilliant red-orange. The intervening sec- 
tors were filled with the new low-growing 
Anchusa Sutton’s Royal Blue—sheets of 
dazzling indigo. Maybe you think that 
combination wasn’t bright. 


lr IN addition to eye titillation, the breeze 
wafts sweet odors of Clove Pink, lily, or 
mignonette, to mingle with the fragrance 
of baking cake or bread, then our near- 
the-kitchen garden is functioning 100 per- 
cent. I fancy the most treasured memories 
of all our childhoods have to do with some 
such combination of enchanting smells, 
beauty outside, and all the cheer and com- 
fort which a bright, well-used kitchen in- 
side connoted. 

In a home where the mother does all— 
or even part—of her own work, the chil- 
dren of necessity play much in that sec- 
tion of the back yard near the kitchen 
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Mrs. Harding 
PHLOX 


snest new phlox. 
Beck individual 
flower actually larg- 
er than silver a 
dollar. Gorgeous 
mon-pin — 
healthy grower. Free bloomer. 
der direct from ® 
We'llship at _— 
300 each. Special 
Offer, 2 for only 250 










FRE J For some- 

es thing new, 
different, and better to make 
your home more beautiful, 
more fruitful, mail coupon 
now for this new big free nur- 
sery and seed catalog. Spark- 
ling natural colors of favorite 
flowers; famous Inter-State 
World’s Fair Roses, plus 
dozens of unusual, new, and 
rare varieties. New peren- 





ictured so you can easily se- 
ect exactly what you want. 
Because we grow and sell 
direct-to-you more nursery 
stock than anyone else, we 
can offer the finest, first 
quality, guaranteed stock at 
low prices. Hundreds of 
thousands of satisfied cus- 
tomers. Money-saving bar- 
gains. Special offers in new- 
est, choicest flowers, shrubs, 





Postpaid. 








of large glorious fiery red blooms this 
summer. Very hardy. Lasts a lifetime. 
Easy to grow. Order now. We'll ship C 
at planting time. Special Offer, 2 for 
only 25c Postpaid. (Regular Price 70c) 


INTER-STATE NURSERIES 


immerica’s Largest Direct-to-You Nurseries 


118 E. STREET HAMBURG, lOWA 





nials, including an outstand- 
ing new pink Daisy. 
New Fruits. Sensa- 
tional 
seeds. Described and 


fruits, trees, seeds, etc. 
Valuable Free gifts and 
helpful Free planting guide 
for every customer. Mail 
coupon now! 

nen eee ee ee ee eee ee ee oe GF 


INTER-STATE NURSERIES, 

118 E. St., Hamburg, Iowa. FREE 
Rush my free copy of America’s Most Beautiful 
Nursery and Seed Catalog, and details of your 1 
friendly gift offers. 1 


new flower 


Siig tiny atin Seb R ead oi a | 
(For convenience, copy or paste on lc Post Card) 








and Power Lawnmower 
A Practical Power Plow and Cultivator y 
for Gardeners, Suburbanites, Florists, 
Truckers, Nurserymen, Fruit Growers 
Low Prices - Easy Terms 
American Farm Machine Co. 
1135 33rd Av. SE. Minneapolis, Minn. 









TRAWBERRY PLANTS 


$3.00 PER THOUSAND 


Get our specials on plants, trees, shrubs and save money. 
Over 100 real bargains in our catalog. Big cash discount 
for early orders or will ship express C. ©. D. if you pre- 
fer. Examine stock before you pay. Write now. 


Whitten-Ackerman Nursery, Box 210, Bridgman, Mich. 





HENDERSON’S CATALOG 


“Everything for the Garden’’ 
IS NOW READY 


Whether you intend to plant Asters or 
Zephranthes, Asparagus or Tomatoes, you'll 
find colored illustrations and helpful hints 
in Henderson's Catalog “Everything for the 
Garden.” You will find this catalog an in- 
valuable aid in planning your 1938 garden, 


Mail the coupon today. 


YOUR FAVORITE 
FLOWERS IN COMPLETE 
COLOR RANGES 
naman Pontmeobwintite gnee t 


Henderson's Giant Spencer 
SWEET PEA 1 pkt. each of 16 waviation 1.00 | 
1.00 | 


Henderson's Giant Dahlia 
ZINNIA Flowering. 1 pkt. each of 





SEND FOR YOUR 
FREE COPY NOW 


<== —— — — — — ~~ 


[PETER HENDERSON & CO. 


a. 12 —35 Cortlandt Street, New York, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 
Please send your free 1938 catalog. 


Name 
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FOUR 


Novelties 
for 1938 


Four new Hardy Flowers which we can 
heartily recommend. Strong rooted quality 
plants in every way. 


1. New Giant Columbine 
Extra large, long spurred flowers. 
Rich in colors. Robust in growth. 
Six for $2.00. 


2. New Hardy Fuchsia 
Blooms profusely all Summer and 
Fall. Ruby-red flowers. Thrives 
in sun or shade. Three for $1.50. 


3. New Yellow Day Lily 


Hemerocallis Hyperion. Lovely 
citron-yellow flowers borne on 
40-inch stems. Blooms abundant- 
ly in July and August. Each $1.00. 


4. New Phlox Augusta 


Fade-proof, sparkling American 





Beauty red flowers. Persistent 
bloomer. Grows 21% feet. Three 
for $1.50. 


New Catalog 
Unequalled by any in America in number 
of new things and the finest old ones, 
illustrated in faithful colors. 


Send for it. 





New Giant Columbine 














AMERICAN AGENTS FOR 


16 Mentor Ave., Mentor, Ohio 





GET READY 4 
BEAUTIFUL LAWN 
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If you want a beautiful 
lawn start planning it 
now. Send for LAWN 
CARE. Louis F. Gerber, 
East Orange, N. J., says: 
“Lawn Care gives the 
amateur gardener the 
best advice I have ever 


It is FREE... 


©. M. SCOTT & 
11 Main Street 





SCOTTS SEED radea BEAUTIFUL LAWNS / 













STAHELIN’S MONEY-MAKING 


STRAWBERRIES 


PRODUCE EARLIER—YIELD HEAVIER 
Than ordinary plants because they are Northern 
Grown. Guaranteed young, strong-rooted 
and vigorous. All dependable varieties. 
BLUEBERRIES - RASPBERRIES 
BLACKBERRIES + FRUIT TREES 
MAGNOLIAS ¢ HEDGING ¢e ROSES 
Andother reliable Nursery items. Prices lowest 
forquality. Special quotations on large orders. Catalog free. 
STAHELIN’S NURSERY, BOX 5S, BRIDGMAN, MICH, 
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Beauty Spots 
Thru Kitchen Windows 


door. Continuous association with some- 
thing beautiful and well cared for is bound 
to influence character, arouse esthetic ap- 
preciation, and affect future lives. 





/\ CORNER devoted entirely to native 
ferns, 20 or more varieties, including the 
regal, yet exquisite, American Maiden- 


hair, is a beauty spot framed by one of 


my own windows. In front one looks out 
over a green terrace thru pink and white 
dogwoods—not less colorful in autumn— 
to a stone wall with a grand old crab apple 
hanging over it. Beyond is our winding, 
up- and down-hill suburban road. 

What does it not mean to suburban 
women to have a kitchen that looks on the 
road? Much of the drama of life comes 
down that evergreen-bowered lane— 
friends, passers-by, the mailman bring- 
ing who knows what world-shaking news 
from afar. Each car or walker, no matter 
how strange or familiar to you, adds an 
interesting note to the day. Yes, I vote for 
a kitchen on the front in almost any house. 

But—no matter how charming the far 
view, I still think a close, intimate plant- 
ing gives the woman in the kitchen keenest 
pleasure. There’s something to look for- 
ward to each morning: a bud on that new 
iris, Forget-me-nots opening their blue 
eyes to spring, those morning-glories un- 
furling gaudy trumpets to the breeze. 


THE “Lady of the House” is source and 
fountain of its joy—or jangling discontent. 
What can be more important than to 
make her chief studio and laboratory 
pleasant outside as well as in? Perhaps 
life itself is molded to a certain new grace 
when our eyes have something beautiful 


| to rest on while our hands peel the pota- 


toes or stir—the family pancakes! 
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—You Trowel-Wielders 


For you who’ve determined on a 
bigger, better, and finer garden in 
1938 ... for you who have your 
pencils sharpened and the plan- 
ning board out ... for all of you, 
who like to read about roses and 

new flowers and new garden tools 
... for every one of you—the next 
issue of Better Homes & Gardens 
will bring a treat. Sixteen pages 
devoted to gardening! A host of 
interesting and helpful ideas in 
camera- and word-picture. You'll 
glory in it! 


















Beatie Fe 18 
3 ROSES 180 


These 3 new Roses—Portadown (Red), 


Helen 
Fox (Yellow), Eulalia (Pink), have full buds on 
long stems fine for cutting—a real special if 
there ever was one and a sample of the remark- 
able values offered in the free Maloney Catalog. 


Shrubs, Evergreens, Perennials, Vines, 
Hedges, Dwarf Fruit Trees, Fruiting Age 
and Standard Fruit Trees and Berries all de- 
scribed fully in our new 32 page book all in color. 
This book also gives you planting instructions 
and other valuable information. 


This is our 54th year—and as we operate 
400 acres, we are the oldest and largest mail 
order nursery in New York State. We guaran- 
tee satisfaction to every customer. So for better 
stock at less money, buy direct from the grower. 


MALONEY BROS. NURSERY CO., INC. 
22 Main Street Dansville, N. Y. 


MALONEY CATALOG FREE 
Urpee’s cur 
B 2 weet Peas 


fs orld-famed-six favorite varieties- 
‘ - scarlet-cerise, brilliant rose, white, 
cream-pink, blue, lavender, a 10c-pkt. 
of seeds of each, all 6 postpaid for 25c! 
, send just 10cfor the Burpee Blend, 
a large pkt. of all finecolors mixed. 
Ruffled Sweet Peas, largest, most 
exquisite,from Burpee’sF loradale 
Farms~9 pkis., 9 ‘8—crimson, 
cerise, salmon- cerise, rose, white, 
rimrose,cream-pink,mauve, blue 
value $1.70), all 9 Pkts. for $1, 
Seed Cc atalog free—low prices. 
“Burpee’s Seeds Grow 































Send for exciting new Catalog of seeds, 
shrubs, trees, flowers, etc. Colorfully 
ustrated. 











~ Choose 2—send 10c today. 
Maule’s Seed Book free. 
. WM, HENRY MAULE 

” 418 Maule Bidg., Phila., Pa. 









KINKADE E GARDEN TRACT OR 


A Practical, =... a and aie ultivator for 


Gardeners, Fruit Growers, Truck: ers, 
Florists, Nurserymen, Suburbanites, 
Country Estates and Poultrymen. 


Low Prices—Easy Terms 


eS 








AMERICAN FARM MACHINE co. 
1035 331d Ave. &. E. Minneapolis, Ming. 
~—4 AND BLACK 2 YEAR 0 ranspiants. Save a 
Berries in bens after Dianne. west prices. 
AisoBlac gy ae ear 25 for 60c. 4 Eiberta Peach, 3} ft. 
high $1. Over 700 | bargains in our pon ey Big x 
discount flor early orders or will ship express C. O. ID. if 
you prefer. ine stock before you pay. Write . 


Whitten-Ackerman Nursery,Box204, Bridgman,Mich. 


GET THIS ROSE BOOK 


“Roses of New Castle,”’ 42nd ed., exquisitely 

illustrated. Gold mine of facts about these 

famous roses and other flowers. Low prices. Every rose 
lover should have this book. Write for FREE copy. 


HELLER BROS. CO., Dept. 174, NEW CASTLE, IND. 
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The Diary 
of a Plain Dirt Gardener 


[| Continued from page 63 | 


The crusader took his treasure to court 
and there spent it in having a good time. 
Later on, wealth gone, when he came back 
to his old home castle he found that his 
squire had planted the tulip bulbs. They 
had bloomed, had multiplied, and he was 
earning money selling them to people who 
wanted tulips, too. So it turned out that 
the tulip bulbs were the real treasure 
brought back. 


The annual short course for 
an. 20 nurserymen and landscape 
men began today on the campus [ Ohio 
State University ]. As soon as | could get 
away from my afternoon class, I hurried 
over. You see, roses were on the program. 
A number of commercial growers were to 
talk. Then my good friend Doctor Stout, 
president of our local rose club, was to tell 
the commercial men what the amateur 
thinks about the roses they grow. 
Doctor Stout told them that the aver- 
age home gardener is more interested in 
good roses and good bloom than he is in 
having the latest novelty. 


Ya 3 Saturday, and with snow out- 
Me side, the boys and I worked in 
the basement. Before our new dining-room 
furniture came the other day, we had 
managed to get the old buffet and old 
corner cupboard down to the basement. 
We also took apart and lugged down that 
old and big flat-top office desk. 

So today we put the desk together and 
placed it alongside the work bench where 
we do our picture developing. Into its 
drawers we put our camera supplies, cata- 
logs, my lantern slides, and such. Into the 
old buffet we put hand and bath towels— 
we have a shower in the basement—gar- 
den overalls, my garden red bandanas, 
and such. 

Another little work bench at which we 
do carpenter work was placed elsewhere 
and tools arranged above it. And when 
it was all finished, we had a hobby room 
such as we never dreamed about before. 
It doesn’t look as: fancy as some we have 
seen pictured in the magazines, but it’s 
handy and planned for work. 


Saturday again, so this morn- 

an. 30 ing the boys and I put on 

hiking boots and, armed with cameras 

and walking sticks, we set out afoot to ex- 
plore the world. 

First, we trudged back to our little 
ravine and took some pictures. Bits of 
snow lingered under the trees and the water 
in the little brook ran swift and clear. 

We followed the brook and came short- 
ly up over the other bank to the edge of 
the adjacent country club. The ground 
was frozen, and following the “rough” 
and avoiding tramping on the “greens,” 
we made a round-trip tour of this 18-hole 
golf course. 

You know, I’ve lived here ten years 
now and had never been over a good part 
of the ground we covered on this three- 
mile hike. I hadn’t realized how pretty 
the ravine is farther down, that there is 
actually a little waterfall there and so on, 
all so near our back door. Maybe if I 
gardened less and hiked more with the 
boys, I’d be better off. 
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rais TRACTOR OF “100 USES” 
AT LOW FACTORY PRICE! 


DOES WORK OF MANY | New 1938 Models Available 


With Either Air or Steel Tires. 
MEN! YP rhe pees with the / ian 


Shaw—and make more money! 
This sturdy tractor supplies the untiring speed 
and power you need to get your field and belt work 
done on time. Smallest size does the work of many 
men—saving wages. Larger sizes do the work of 2 
horses or mules—quicker, cheaper, more 
efficiently. With the new POWER 
TURN theSHAW Tractorissoeasy 
to operate—your wife or 10-year- 
old boy can run it, if necessary. 






















Walking and 
riding types. 


SHAW 


GARDEN 
TRACTOR 


.Runs 
“All Day for 33¢ 


The SHAW plows, discs, harrows, 
furrows, seeds, cultivates, harvests, 
mows, Fakes, cuts tall weeds, hauls. 
Runs washing machines, feed grinders, 
corn shellers, saws, concrete mixers, 
pumps, lathes and other belt machinery. 
An amazing money-maker for farms, 
ranches, truck gardens, nurseries, or- 
chards, poultry ranches, estates, ee. 









POWER TURN enables SHAW toturn 
in its tracks—no lifting or pushing. 








‘ 3 Speeds Doswosd, ond Reverse. Sportal se Gotee— 
speeds forward—runs from \% mile to miles per 

hour. New Power Turn enables Shaw to turn in its tracks F R E E B Oo oO K ! 
with no lifting or pushing. Does deep mold-board plow- Explains everything Fo want 
ing, other heavy work. Reverse Gear makes it easy to 0 mz about Shaw. what 
work among rocks, roots, and in close quarters. Tool At: os —, ¥ a 
tachments for tractor’s many erent uses. Improv 

Tool Control ol gives tools a wider movement, thus in- Ual photos of tractors 


creasing tractor ness. Convenient Jiffy Hitches in use. Gives LOW 
make ¢ ng tools and attachments easy. Briggs & Factory Prices on 4 BAMiaee 
Stratton air-cooled, 4-cycle engine—no water to e. different size models YW 


—with different at- 
AIR TIRES have many advantages; save 4 fuel; tachments. Mail 
enable tractor to do more work in & Coupon today! 
day; provide better traction; 
resist side slip. Either Air or 
coon Lug-type Tires avail- 
able. 
THE SHAW MFG. CO., (Address Nearest Office) 


LOW FACTORY PRICE! 1601 Front St., Galesburg, Kans.; 5812-A Magnolia 


Mail Coupon below for de- Street, Chicago, Ill.; 130-A West 42 St., New York, 
tails of prices and terms today! ;'668-A No. Fourth St., Columbus, Ohio. . 


| 
pa fig. cetinn © 
LO-DAY TRIAL | ii" Sitden Tractor ws thotied Seow? "PY 
OFFER Drone | | 

| 


Be FREE Book and Low a 10-Day Trial Offer 
Know how the Shaw makes Factory Prices 


all Cow 
DAY T OFFER today! 


M AIL COUPON T0 DAY Aaya, btn ge anee oon the bl eiade 
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“The World’s Finest” 
RE $1.50 VALUE FOR ONLY Write today for this new Free Garden Book! Beau- 
tifully illustrated in color photography. The best in 


aint 73 vec conden: s 1938 OUT- 
our 52 years. Contains all varieties of Fruit Trees, 


To 
STANDING “Pure Bred’’ 
Seeds, Plants, “Bulbs, % ruits and Nursery Evergreens, Roses, Shrubs, Plants, Seeds: 
also newest novelties. 


items, we make this astonishing offer. ¢ 
2 World - Famous Peonies— Dee. SPECIAL OFFER: Delta Ac to 
flowers. Like Easter Lily. 2 for 25c. 
Postpaid. Condon’s 1938 - 180 Page Garden Guide. a... — 


KARL ROSENFIELD — Rich Crimson . . . MONS 2 tor 408 
Get your 4-4- book now. 
Sonderesiss Wiss 
CONDON BROS.SEEDSMEN, Box 12, Rockford, IIL. BEATRICE, NEBR. 


FREE inet blooms, Your choice, 25e for a0. PO 
qeous FARRIS HARDY 
ARNATIONS 


A gardener’s dream — a waving, colorful bed of Harris Hardy Carna- 
tions, fragrant and beautiful as an awakening spring day. In early sum- 
mer each sturdy, profusely blooming plant bears from 50 to 100 
flowers. These noted Carnations, an exclusive Harris-cultured strain, 


should be part of your charming old-fashioned garden. 























Many Garden Helps in Free Catalog 


Filled with real pictures and clear descriptions of Harris-developed, grown and 
climate-tested flowers and vegetables, the Harris 1938 catalog is really a gardener’s 
handbook. Gives easily understood directions for selection, planting, soil study; a 
post card will bring it to you free—without obligation. 





Add to your garden the 
gaiety. of Harris’ Hardy 
Carnations and the brilliant 
display of the new, many- 
colored Mexican Zinnias; 


arg nate 1 5° Joseph Harris Co., Inc. R. F. D. 2, Coldwater, N.Y. 


each, a 30c value, 
HARRIS SEEDS ciinscie mw ree 


qmly . ww ee 
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Here is the 
Biggest Flower Show 
in the World 
COMPLETE SEED and 

NURSERY CATALOG 
quality of my 


seat) FREE 
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3 Aladdin ey es A rot 
) 3 Pink Cushion Mums—Pin nd 
 3¥Fireflame Carnations—Red $100 PAID 


“Bushels of Blossom’ Actually Worth $1.49 










ns. New, 
rant, 


10 Fireflame Carnations 
Everblooming, 
Brilliant Red, and Hardy. 
2 PinkCushion Mums—F REE 
Actually 
|) Worth $1.48 
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crepe-myrtles, gardenias, hydrangeas, al- 
theas, dogwood, and wisteria. Tree varie- 
ties include Live Oak, Water Oak, Red 
Oak, hickories, beech, magnolias, sour- 
wood, cherries, holly, Yaupon, Redcedar, 
cypress, Sweetgum, Bay, and wild and 
cultivated olive. Herbaceous plants are 
innumerable. Wisteria blossoms here and 
there hang in benediction over garden 


nooks. 





BARGAIN PHLOX COLLECTION 

10 Phlox Assorted Colors. Each one a 

different variety. Actually Worth $1.55 

1 New Daily Sketch Pink 
Phlox—F REE 


4 GLORY DAHLIA COLLECTION 
4 10 Dahlia. Assorted Colors. Each 
a different variety. Value $1.50. 


$] 00 POSTPAID 










FREE —1 New 
China Clipper. 
Dazzling, large clear pink. 
All the above plants are strong out- 
door nursery grown plants. Every 
plant must be satisfactory. 
Send a postal card tode, for ‘your FREE ah 
copy of my New d Nurs- i’ 4S 
ery © Satalog— 30 Pag 260 
Vestetgs aS Natural 
















EARL E.MAY SEED COMPANY “2x57 


Dept. 88, Shenandoah, lowa KMA—The Farm Belt Station 











Beautiful New Catalog now ready 
Profusely illustrated in natural colors. Helpful 
directions ge how tosucceed with aquatic 

€ lants. Contains everyone, or the 

qnk & Water Garden. Lowest Sy for 
quality plants. Write for FREE copy 
today! (Canada 15c.) 


W*" TRICKER 


Everything for the Water Garden 
8102 Brookside Ave. or 8117 Rainbow Terrace 
Saddle River, N.J. Independence, Ohio 








GRANDMOTHER'S @@ 





OF EASY GROWING FLOWERS 
Marvelous mixture of hardy, all- 
season blooming varieties. 19 kinds; 
everything from Asters to Zinnias. 
Seed enough to plant 3x15 ft. bed. 
Big $1.00 value for only 10c post- 
paid. Also my 1938 Seed & Nursery 
Catalog; America’s Largest, 650 
illustrations, 60 in color; with words of 
» “Old Fashioned Garden.” 


























4 money, annually bu seeds and nursery 
items from cart gag and Plant grower. 


R. H. SHUMWAY SEEDSMAN 
Established 1870 


BOX 301, ROCKFORD, ILL. 





pecial! ss Vv EED % 
year- Margiche Tomato, Chantenay Carrot, 
it Dark Red Beet, Black-seeded ee 








283 Burpee Building, Philadelphia 
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THE gardens were landscaped by Mrs. 
Bellingrath and George B. Rogers, the 
Mobile architect who designed the beauti- 
ful Bellingrath country home located in 
the gardens’ midst. 

Only a few years ago a tropical jungle 
where Mr. Bellingrath owned a small, 
river-bank fishing lodge, here now a score 
of men are at work thruout the year, 
planting, pruning, watering, and feeding. 


McNEELY 


| Father of the Azalea Trail, Sam H. Lackland 


Altho mostly informal, with its winding 

walks and roadways thru leafy tunnels, 
and with occasional rock- stepped slopes, a 
most conspicuous feature is the formal 
garden, or Plaza, near the Bellingrath 
home. It skillfully utilizes grand old Live 
Oak trees, an artesian fountain, formally 
planted flowers and shrubs, ancient trees 
carrying lush tendrils of English Ivy, and 
here and there rows of prim dwarf Box 
hedges. As from a cool cavern you look 
southward upon a grassy lawn, on the op- 
posite side of which are great banks of 
azaleas and camellias. At the far end of 
one great vista of Bermuda and Italian 
Ryegrass is a huge azalea shrub named 
“Major Bowes,” who once dedicated a 
radio program to these very gardens. 

Center of interest in the formal garden 
is a pool fed by an artesian fountain. The 
overflow, thru rocky channel, forms a wa- 
terfall near the river. Beds and pots of 
ferns and exotic plants are found even 
under the waterfall. 

A romantic touch is given the eastward 
slope to the river by the hedge of gar- 
denias, tall as a man, bordering the flag- 


The Flaming Drama of the South 


stone walk. At blooming time it’s inde 
scribably beautiful, the air saturated with 
fragrance. 


Westwarb from the formal garden, 
approaching Mirror Lake, you encounte: 
a charming natural ravine, skillfully 
landscaped to form an entrancing rock 
garden thru which runs a flagstone walk. 
Flanking the ravine is a glorious profusion 
of ferns and semi-tropical plants and 
shrubs, including the ever-present azaleas. 

As you emerge from the leafy grotto, 
fringed by a thicket of natural palmettos, 
you re suddenly confronted with a breath- 
taking view of long banks of flaming 
azaleas reflected in Mirror Lake. If you’re 
lucky, a pair of swans will complete the 
picture, tranquilly gliding over the ruddy- 
rippled surface which reproduces in mov 
ing liquid patterns the glories of the shore 
growth. You'll pause in awe and wonder 
to ponder how so much lavish beauty 
could be brought together in one earthly 
place. 

Northward around the lake you'll find 
another gorgeous view. A luxuriant Cen- 
turyplant grows near the end of a little 
foot-bridge in the foreground, and your 
eye travels over the placid surface of the 
lake to beyond, where for contrast are 
draperies of gray Spanish Moss, hanging 
in the background, shading the deep 
woods where mocking-birds sing. 


One could go on and on, telling of the 
delightful surprises—the rose garden in 
the shape of the Rotarian wheel, near the 
greenhouses; or the Bellingrath home it- 
self, with its incalculable treasure of Co- 
lonial four-poster beds, beautiful old high- 
boys, and rare old lace-like ironwork of the 
old regime, brought from old Mobile itself. 
When you finally decide to go, it will be 
with a deep sigh, as tho the curtains of 
Paradise had been parted for a few, only 
too few, brief hours. 

To one from the North this semi-tropi- 
cal profusion is bewildering, like that of 
the crowded verdure, bloom, and fra- 
grance of a great greenhouse. Last year 
25,000 persons were drawn to these gar- 
dens. 

A visit to Bellingrath Gardens is always 
accompanied by a trip over the Azalea 
Trail of Mobile itself. On this Trail are at 
least 1,000,000 azalea shrubs—in the gar- 
dens of J. U. Blacksher, H. H. Smith, A. 
Meaher, and many others, but also in the 
parkings along the streets; so that, in sea- 
son, the streets of Mobile are a conflagra- 
tion of tender bloom. 


THE “Trail” is the idea of Sam H. Lack- 
land, who, many years ago, began to urge 
Mobile people to plant more azaleas and 
set up markers to guide visitors to the 
Cavalcade of profuse bloom. Now he’s re- 
vered as the pioneer of the Trail movement. 
The Junior Chamber of Commerce has 
made the Trail Festival its chief project, 
and works hand in hand with the senior 
Chamber in telling the world of this ad- 
venture in loveliness which, along with its 
rich historic lore gcing back to the days of 
the old Spanish and French regimes two 
centuries ago, is Mobile’s unique claim to 
fame. It’s noteworthy that men have tak- 
en the lead in the aggressive Trail move- 
ment, tho the women of Mobile long ago 
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laid the ground work thru their devoted 
garden-club work. 

The Trail begins at Bienville Square, 
named in honor of Jean Baptiste le 
Moyne, Sieur de Bienville, founder of 
Mobile in 1702. It goes out on famous old 
Government Street, where are seen some 
of the finest homes; then on Old Shell 
Road to beautiful Spring Hill district and 
Spring Hill College. The Trail returns to 
town Ly Spring Hill Avenue, and touches 
along the water front on Mobile Bay. 
Along this route may be seen not only the 
great profusion of azaleas but also rare 
architectural examples—old iron work 
and balconies, and the Greek columns of 
characteristic Southern Colonial houses. 





You may also see the site of the home of 
Augusta Evans Wilson, who wrote “‘St. 
Elmo,” and the home of the famous Con- 
federate General, Braxton Bragg. 

Mobile has lived under five flags, and 
each regime contributed to the lore. 
However, it’s the life of today—the rich 
bloom of youth and flowers and hope— 
which grips your soul at Mobile, as well as 
at Natchez, which we'll visit next month, 
on our way along the Old Spanish Trail 
and Natchez Trace. 

Here at Mobile you find inspiration for 
your own gardening adventure. You'll 
benefit from the experience of Mr. Hunt, 
the wise English head-gardener; and the 
landscape skill of Mr. Rogers and the Bel- 
lingraths. You'll find charm and the teach- 
ing of example in the old and new homes. 


BELLINGRATH GARDENS is author- 
itatively listed near the top among the 
twelve most beautiful gardens of the 
United States, and when you have seen 
them, you will not doubt! 

The mocking-birds are singing for you 
there. The azaleas are flowering for you 
there. The glamor of the Live Oaks and 
magnolias lives for you there. It’s your 
fault or your misfortune if you don’t have 
a share in this rare adventure. 


Editor’s Note: This is the first of two 
articles by Mr. Peterson. The second, 
“The Old South Lives Again,” will appear 
in next month’s Better Homes & Gardens. 


Gil 
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Garden Kindergarten 





Are you just cutting your eye- 
teeth, as it were, in this grand 
avocation of gardening? 

Have you just completed a new 
home and find yourself up against 
planting and landscaping prob- 
lems? 

For beginners, and even experi- 
enced amateurs, the next issue of 
Better Homes &§ Gardens carries a 
lot of good—and interesting— 
schooling in not only the A B C’s 
of gardening but the A to Z as well 
—replete with “‘how to” illustra- 
tions and full-color photographs. 
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FRUITS PICTURED 
™ Yq SIZE 


Full-Color Pictures! 
NEWEST Stark & Burbank 
Creations! Mail Coupon Below! Fruit, 


Receive FREE this Master-Book of Horticultural Triumphs. 
This marvelous Big 72- Os book shows hundreds of 4 
Exclusive Stark & Burbank U.S. Patent Prize Fruits—Shrubs 4 
—Roses. It is full of useful information—shows many Full- 
ge COLOR ya See the Magnificent STARKING, 
Ki of all Red A \P les—red-all-over weeks before ripening; 
GOLDEN DELICIOUS. een of lity—RICH FLA- £ 
VOR and YOUNG and HEAVY-BEARING! The NEW 
SCARLET STAYMARED—U. S. Pat.—coloring a Blaz- 
ing TRIPLE-RED weeks earlier than old Stayman! The 
New. is S. Pat. JONARED, the “Double-Red” Jonathan 
HAL-BERTA GIANT PEACH—World’s first 
tee bon ch—amazing producer. The famous Burbank 
ELEPHA — -— a Red-Fleshed Free- 
cone, All of these and hundreds of other FAMOUS 
RK Varieties are shown in this wonderful Book. 


3 Big Books In One ano'rosts 


This remarkable FREE Book is really Three Books in One 
—included are many Lovely Ornamental Beauties— 
Shrubs and Roses—Stark-Burbank <ceatiems. 

Get Our New BIG FREE TREE OFFER. Don’t miss 
this! Check the coupon also for Stark’s NEW FREE PLANT- 
ING PLANS—-simple, easy diagrams for CORRECT Planting. 
Get the details of LANDSCAPING PLANS FREE to cus- 
tomers—for beautifying Home Grounds. Nowis the time to start an 


orchard—U. S. Gov't Reports show a TREMENDOUS SHORTAGE BB.&G. 

of FRUIT TREES—plant Stark & Burbank Varieties—get BIGGER 

YIELDS—BETTER FRUITS. Send the coupon today. STARK 
STARK BRO’S NURSERIES peeEaaES 

Box 309 Largest in the World J ouisiana, MISSOURI Louisiana, Mo. 


Send FREE PLANTING 


- Ege PLANS and Prize Fruit 


or FA 1 ny RR 

/ Trees, Shrubs, Roses (Namber) 
Check circle if interested 
in Landscaping Details. 


Farmer MAKES 233.22 in MONTH 


E. bi Mistiann. is one of many 

} eS A nd pleasure and Steady 
FINE CASH INCOME from selling Stark 
Trees. Men of all ages and occu aon are 
doing likewise in their SPARE No 
selling experience is needed. The y~ 
for Stark Trees is now so tremendous that 
we welcome men for this pleasant full or 
spare time occupation everywhere. Free 
— apples and Stark-Burbank Exclus- 

ve varieties make it EASY to get custom- 
ers. Check equese for our Liberal Weekly Cash Income Plan. 


CLIP COUPON — FINE SELLING OUTFIT FREE—> 





F P.Qreccnccoccccocescoccccccccccccecoc cscs 


Check here for FREE full details of NEW, 
EXTRA-GENEROUS Salesmen’s Weekly 


INCOME-PLAN for Spare Time Selling 











cA guide to 
better garden- 
ing. Illustrated 
in colors. Send 
for this wonder- 


yam Wilt-Resistant! The 
nation’s favorite flower 
Crimson, 


ful reference 


book today! a 15¢ pkt. of each, 


all 5 for just 10c! 
Po Send dime today 
Maule’s Seed Book free— 
ested, guaranteed seeds for prize v' 
be ables ind flowers— a the best kin 


506 MARKET STREET 
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DRAWN BY ROMAINE B. WARE 

Mr. Ware receives thousands of dollars for his services. You get his 
latest $1.25 plan book for this coupon and only 25c. Not theory but 
actual diagrams that show you just where and how to place every 
stone and plant. No tedious study. This book makes your success 
sure, gives you a beauty spot friends will envy, a source of real pleas- 
ure. Regular price $1 4 now yours by this new lan if you request 
B+ free plant catalog. This coupon guarantees special 25c price. NOT 
D AFTER MARCH 3ist. 


Your Money Back 
If you are not delighted with 


this book, we agree to refund 
your money without question. 


R. M. KELLOGG CO. Nae. . occ cccccccccccccsccccsccesessessseses 


er I TD in plc, ood ons ncasedodbhlsuh dobbdbsvesssece 


See. . Hitt . . Page 8 
















R. M. KELLOGG CO., Box 1086, 
Three Rivers, Mich. 


Enclosed find 25c for which send me Book of Plans for 
Rock Garden and Pools, and your Free Plant Catalog. 



























































AMERICA’S 
Most Helpful 


Garden Books 
Yours For ONLY JOC 


KRIDER'S GARDEN BOOK 





We have spent 


$2,000 to make 
this helpful garden 
book available to 
the garden lovers 


of America. 


Tells you HOW, WHEN, WHERE 
5 and WHAT to plant. Sixty-four 
pages of garden views. Complete listing of all shrubs, trees, 
bulbs, evergreens and perennials giving height, season of 
bloom, etc., with full planting instructions. Tells how to ar- 
range plantings. One of the most helpful and complete booklets 
ever published. Mailed for only 10¢ to cover postage, handling. 


‘GLORIES OF THE GARDEN’ 
For Spring, 1938 
Sixty-four pages--- 
thirty-two in full nat- 
ural colors. Shows all 
the new plants for your 
gardens, as well as old 
favorites. Do not buy 
your spring plantings}. 
until you have this book, 
---it’s FREE for the ask- 

ing. Send us your name and address today. 


KRIDE NURSERIES 


INCORPORATED 


Bx. 129, Middlebury, Ind. 


OLDS; nt ae 
DOUBLE BALSAM 


“Poor Mans Onxch Ze 
































A ARN 
eh & 
MP The New Sensational TORCH bate’ 
MB 8 to 10 in. high, completely covered with 
Mi double penetrating Vermillion Red B 
flowers at tips of stems. Full size pack a 
of seeds, 10c. Send Dime Now. 


FREE SEED 800% @ 


SEED BOO*. 


AND PACK OF SEEOS 
Weite Today... FOR FREE SEED CATALOG, 
Seemann “BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED 


L.LOLDS SEED CO’ 


DEPT. NO. [EW MADISON WISCONSIN 








FLOWERS 
IN COLOR 


Freel 





AND INSTRUCTION BOOK 


© VAUGHAN’s new garden annual is 
the world’s outstanding seed catalog. 
flowers in color—describes 2164 
annuals, perennials, roses, water lilles, gladioli, dahlias 
and all other favorites—many unobtainable elsewhere. 
Also fine-flavored table vegetables. Contains cultural in- 
structions, complete pictures, prices (with special dis- 
counts and offers), descriptions of everything home garden- 
ers could desire. Sent Frrep—post-paid. Write today! 
SPECIAL FOR 1938—Tiniest zinnia (Z. Liniaris) 

deep orange, yellow stripe. 10 inches tall— 
spread 2 feet. Send 10c for large packet. 
VAUGHAN’S SEED STORE, Dept. 10, 

10 West Randolph Street, Chica 
47 Barciay Street, New — 





Shows 240 different 
newest varieties of 
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Restored to Antiquity 


[ Begins on page 22 | 


form this 6-room covert, minus central 
heat or running water, into an English- 
man’s castle. All we had to do was to re- 
shape our ideas to fit an existing, rather 
than an imagined, situation; and trans- 
late our artless drawings into comprehen- 
sive floor plans and elevations. We acted 
as our own architects. There were sound 
personal reasons for our doing so, but 
it isn’t a practice to be recommended. 


As CLOSELY as we could ascertain, the 
house had been erected in 1851. We in- 
spected it, in the company of a master 
carpenter, and discovered it to be, with 
the exception of one sill, as unimpaired by 
the years as a bronze medallion. Meticu- 
lous re-examination, subsequent to its 
journey, brought to light no further 
ravages. 

Cost of the cottage was nominal. It 
would have been junked, had we not 
transplanted it. Our investment—in the 
long run reaching a sum a trifle less than 
the price of a comparable brand-new home 
—was to be represented by such items as 
transportation to another location, exca- 
vation, masonry foundations and new 
chimneys, plumbing, heating, wiring, 

ainting, and carpentry incident to en- 
estan and redesigning. And it was to be 
augmented, ultimately, by the addition 
of a garage, screened dining-porch, a play- 
house for the children, a teahouse, two 
terraces, a basement workshop wired for 
power—not to mention a gravel driveway, 
grading, soil-conditioning, plant material, 
and similar acquisitions growing out of 
the gradual development of an appropri- 
ate setting. 


To SEE what we started with, let’s turn 
back the clock. Crossing the over-orna- 
mented front porch, you entered a hall 
(if that’s not too exaggerated a term) 
some 4 feet square. Straight ahead, be- 
tween the walls, the stairs climbed steep- 
ly like a chicken-ladder. To the right was 
the dining-room, 12 x 15 feet, and back of 
it the 12 x 16-foot kitchen, accommo- 
dating a monstrous cook-stove, an iron 
sink, and a hand pump. To the left of the 
hall was the parlor, twin to the dining- 
room, and behind it a smaller room. Up- 
stairs, a tiny hall gave access on the right 
to a large bedroom and, on the left, to two 
microscopic ones, each but little larger 
than a good-sized closet. 


THE changes to be wrought, while they 
involved the house structurally very little, 
were mighty. 

The front door still faced north, but the 
Arthur administration porch, of course, 
was eliminated. In its place materialized 
a vestibule. Two steps, leading from the 
vestibule to the downstairs hall, magically 
reduced the hall to the status of a landing 
and, visually, diminished the precipitous- 
ness of the stairway. A newel post, an old 
ship’s relic picked up for a quarter by 
my magpie of a wife, joined authenticity 
to ocular deception. 

Distinguished in proportion, this simple 
vestibule was copied from a pencil draw- 
ing of a 1776 Salem house, dug out of our 
architectural archives. So was the unusual 
dormer on the same facade. Indeed, inso- 
far as was practicable, we duplicated the 
Salem house—just as we attempted to 















70th ANNIVERSARY OFFER 


Big new 128-Page FREE Catalog 
ee. ready; write for your copy. Shows 


grentent variety of hardy north- 
ern-grown, on 
Bargains! ses ruts: 
° BULBS Rua, 
RSERY 


Field Seeds, 99%-plus puts fe-eslected a and: =< 
cleaned. For tops in cro —— yields, big sizes 
—sow Salzer’s Seeds, back y 70 years of 
experience. SAMPLE phan Send 10 cents for 
30-foot row of Salzer’s 3-way tested Sweet Peas, Zin- 
nias, or for 25 cents—ALL POSTPAID. 


JOHN A. SALZER SEED CO. 
Box 131, La Crosse, Wis. / 













oing up—more 
=», profit for you. Buy of the 
SM world’s oldest and largest 

hm, strawberry nursery. New 
wa ever-bearing varieties rte 
new flavor, size, sales appeal 
and heavy - frui —ideal 
for yard or field. Success- 
ful growers make $300 to 
an acre and more. 












PORTABLE PLANT STARTER 


Grows Earlier e Healthier Plants 





Money -Back. 
Pifor een alance C.O , 
1x67? (30 fie ony $28.98: 
Py yo extra. (Flats "a0" (90 ate) ny 00 
IR OWN— Plans, heatin, stem. controls; 
Model I-38, 95; Model'2-$12 
Gi Modelz: 31298. Hes Snow 
KEENE aAnUPACTURING co., 507-A, RACINE, Wis. 
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E. MICHIGAN NURSERY 
(Box 700), NEW BUFFALO, MICH. 











iornia, all 3 only 10c 
—send dime today! 


ay Maule’s Seed Book 


tested, 
for prize v 
flowers, all at 


guaran 
etables and 
ow prices. 





DAHLIAS FREE With every order of over $2.00— 
400-Varieties Grown. Try “The 
Jack Benny Dahlia” our new 1937 introduction. Many 
other new ones listed, priced right. Only “State Certi- 
fied”’ plants and roots sold. Ask for catalogue. 
A. T. EDISON—SPRINGHILL DAHLIA FARM 
Route Grand Rapids, Mich. 


APPLE TREES2- 


APPLE D sx0 0» 


Blood Red and Yellow Delicious. Cherries, 
Berries, nuts, grapes, 3c, Ornamentals, ete. atalog Free. 
TENN, NURSERY CO., Box 30, CLEVELAND, TENN. 



































ouvitalion to By Appointment 
The Royal Seed 


Establishment 
to inspect the famous 


Sutton’s 
Testing Grounds 


All American flowerlovers are welcome at Reading, 
England, where they can see England's loveliest gar- 
dens “in the making.” Forty minutes from London. 
If you are not visiting England write for Sutton’s 
beautifully illustrated Amateur’s Guide in Horticulture, 
the finest seed catalogue in the World, containing full 
particulars of all Sutton’s Garden Seeds and descriptions 
of their ee for 1938. From Mr. G. H. Penson, 
ee B.2, P. O. Box 646, Glen Head, Long Island, 
. ¥. 35 cents, postage paid. 


Sutton’s Seeds are held in stock by: 
The WAYSIDE GARDENS Co., Mentor, Ohio, 


and R. H. MACY & CO., INC., 
34th Street and Broadway, New York City. 


Or orders may be sent direct to :— 


Gulsny Dead, 


SUTTON & SONS, LTD, 
Dept- B.2, Reading, Eng 
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grown, hardy flow- 
ers, vegetables, etc. Will’s Seed best Jf 
for 56 years. Write today. 
OSCAR H. WILL &CO., Jf 


Box 103, Bismarck, N. Dakota 





A FERNERY 
TO BEAUTIFY 
YOUR HOME 

MADE OF 
“BRONZTEEL” 
Dupont Dulux finish 

Choice of Chinese Red, Ever- 

green or ey Walnut—size, 

30 inches high by 11 inches 

diameter—light but strong— 

deep, permanent fern recep- 
tacle, chrome metal trim. 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER— 

Readers of this magazine may 






ne one or more of these unique 
‘erneries now at this — price, 
including a durable 

floor mat FREE. State in § 98 
ish wanted and oe post 
or money order for only. paid 


higher west of 
Quantity Discount to church and ‘civie organ- 
izations to raise money. 
pis RG IRON & STEEL CO. 
ARKERSBURG, W. VA. 
F in 1900 


1419 SVINX 3NI4 








NEW MARIGOLD. 


} nape meme Flowered Incurved Petals—Mixed fs, 








robust plant 3 feet high — blooms large on long 
stems. 100% Double. Send 10c today to cover post- 
age for 100 Seeds of this Great Novelty and our pe 
180 Page 1938 Illustrated Garden Guide FREE 


CONDON BROS. SEEDSMEN, Box 13, Rockford, lll. 


1) different shrubs, 2 years old, 18 to 24 in., 
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for or lawn 

of Bam my guaranteed to please 
. Trans. $1. 
e350 Seca i mt for early orders or will shi express 
Oo. D. ify a. pacter. Examine stock before you pay. Write now. 


RASPBERRY PLANTS 


BLUEBERRIES, AND FRUIT TREES 
STRAWBERRIES, BLACKBERRIES, GRAPES, SHRUBBERY, 
HEDGING, AND ROSES... FREE CATALOG . . . WRITE . 

STAHELIN'S NURSERY, BOX 15, BRIDGMAN, MICH. 








match old mouldings or historic wallpapers 
or spattered floors or, working from pho- 
tographs, to reproduce with stock ma- 
terials unaffected, early New England 
mantelpieces. 


THE parlor, at the front of the house 
with a northeastern exposure, became the 
kitchen; so that gardens, projected for 
south and west, might be faced with living 
rather than working quarters. The small 
room back of the old parlor was converted 
into a bathroom and adjoining maid’s 
room or overflow room (depending upon 
financial circumstances). A portion of it 
was reserved for a narrow pantry, includ- 
ing china presses, children’s coat-closet, 
kitchen-telephone niche, and a door, thru 
which one descended to the lighted work- 
benches and specially wired, permanent, 
electric-train stage of the basement. 

This pantry linked the new culinary 
center with the old, for the original kitch- 
en—the largest room in the house, as 
might be expected—was the new dining- 
room. Its southern door gave on to a ter- 
race and its western one communicated 
with a screened porch. From this porch a 
second flagged terrace could be reached. 
By means of a 15-light door, replacing a 
window, this west terrace was also accessi- 
ble to the former dining-room, now hon- 
ored with the post of new living-room. 
Here two windows were to grow where 
only one had filtered daylight before; 
built-in bookshelves were to permit our 
600 odd volumes to approach orderliness; 
and for the pot-bellied stove, which had 
warmed it, was to be substituted an open 
fireplace. 


On THE second floorthe bedroom above 


the new living-room was to be graced with 
a similar fireplace. The space gained by 
the north dormer made possible a closet 
with a full-sized window—so generous 
that, tho designed as a small sewing-room, 
it was assigned as bedchamber to Of- 
spring Number Four upon his startling 
advent. The remaining upstairs rooms 
turned into bathroom and infinitesimal 
guest room, respectively. 

Over the original one-story kitchen, two 
completely new rooms were built. One 
contained a lavatory for young and grimy 
hands; the other featured six southern 
and western windows, as befitted a nurs- 
ery for our two small children. 

Think of that. Only two children. The 
grown young lady [ see photograph ], who 
so often reads beneath the terrace um- 
brella, was one of them. The broad-shoul- 
dered, muscular man-about-town, who 
taxes me so outrageously for mowing the 
lawn, was the other toddler. By the time 
an additional pair caused our daily break- 
fast to resemble a banquet, we learned 
that two and two don’t necessarily make 
four. They may, in noise and littered toys 
and lost garments and affection, too, add 
up to about eight. 


Ar THE first November freeze, to crowd 
the painters out, we moved in. Our new- 
old house, in a manner of speaking, was 
finished. 

Thanks to painstaking local craftsmen 
and to my wife’s discriminating supervi- 
sion, we’d captured the essence of the 
appealing white cottage that wasn’t for 
sale. We had increased its usefulness, pre- 
sented it with a new lease on life, en- 
dowed it with hope (distilled from the 
voices of children), and dignified it with 
Salem’s deathless past. 

Nevertheless, it wasn’t yet at ease in 
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What flower will not gladly don 
Its loveliest dress to show 


Its overflowing gratitude 
To those who've helped it grow? =| 





A “Beauty Pageant” 


in your Carden! 


Any one can “plant a garden.” But to 
make your garden a veritable “beauty 
pageant”—filled with flowers and vege- 
tables that are eager to grow—eager to 
respond to your loving care with gor- 
geous splendor—you need seeds, plants, 
bulbs expertly propagated from the fin- 
est strains and specimens. 

The House of Dreer has behind it a 
whole century of experience in rearing 
and selecting the best of everything for 
the garden. Dreer products have enabled 
thousands of “fans” to be proud of their 
gardening results. 

When thinking about what to plant, 
decide first on where to buy. Dreer is 
dependable. Dreer quality is unmistak- 
able, Dreer prices are reasonable. For a 
glorious “beauty pageant” in your gar- 
den this summer, start planning NOW. 
- +. Send for 


DREER’S 


“HUNDREDTH 
ANNIVERSARY” 


GARDEN BOOK 


It’s the most yg 
chock-full of helpful, gardes 
-full of helpful gai en- 
ing information and the finest FREE! 
collection of flower and vegetable items In Dreer 
history. All standard varieties. Many special val- 
ues and rare novelties. Send at once——use coupon 
below, or post-card or letter. 


HENRY A. DREER 
116 Dreer Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 











HENRY A. DREER, 116 Dreer Bidg., Phila., Pa. 


Please send me your ‘‘Hundredth Anniversary” 
Garden Book—your complete 1938 catalog of 
Quality Seeds, Plants and Bulbs. 





Address 
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144 pages, overflowing with actual 
photos and complete information about 
every flower and vegetable worth grow- 
ing—many originated on Burpee’ s fa- 


and Fordhook Farms in Pennsylvania. 
All tested and guaranteed. Over 100 
pictures in natural color. Write today, 
Send 10c, and we willinclude a large 
packet of seeds of Burpee’s odorless- 
foliage Crown of Gold Marigold, the 
Gold ey men of1937, 
7&® most popular new flower Q 

we aay ever introduced! (see @ 
picture at right) 


W. ATLEE BURPEE CO. 
Send Burpee’s New Seed Catalog free. 


—_ losed is 10c, Send large Packet of Crown gm 
Gold Marigold, F 
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ARE BORN BY THE FIRESIDE 





—See this picture in full color on the February cover 


ee gardeners are 
planning their spring gardens on pa- 
per. They’re preparing lists of things 
they want to grow. They’re check- 
ing over seed and equipment cata- 
logs. They’re working out color 
combinations and making garden 
layouts, for now is the time when 
gardens are born. 

Many of them receive inspiration 
for their plans from Better Homes & 
Gardens. And they know that from 
time to time, new ideas will be 
added as they read about them in 
coming issues, because each month 
Better Homes & Gardens brings out 
new suggestions and new discoveries 
from the world of plants. New tips 
for making old favorites do better are 


discussed to add to their enjoyment. 


For example, the February issue 
is to be a garden-planning number 
with garden features receiving a lot 
Not that the other 
be 


slighted, but in keeping with the 


of attention. 
phases of homemaking will 
timeliness of Better Homes & Gardens, 
articles to help garden-planners are 
featured in thisnumber. One will deal 
with landscaping problems, another 
presents the All-America selection of 
annuals for 1938, another tells about 
planting and caring for new roses. 

Every page of this fascinating 
issue will be filled with ideas for you. 
You'll enjoy it completely. Be sure 
to read it. Urge your friends to sub- 
scribe NOW so that they'll be sure 
to enjoy every one of the coming 


issues of Better Homes & Gardens. 


@ Check your stencil on the back page of this issue. If the last three 
numbers in the first line indicate that your subscription will soon 
expire, send in the order form inside the front cover. If it does not 
expire within a few months, see that some friend gets the order 
blank so that he too can enjoy the delightful issues of the bigger and 
finer Better Homes & Gardens that are now being planned for you. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 


Betrer Homes & Garpens, January, 1/938 


| fences, for old-fashioned s 









Restored to Antiquity 


its role. Silently, it begged for picket 

Sele and friend- 
ly fruit trees, for a living bond between 
its palpable renovation and the sweet, 
brown earth upon which it stood. Our 
house, in short, needed a garden to make 
it a home. 


Every unengaged moment, during that 
first winter, I spent with drawing-board 
and T-square, clipping file and catalog, 
absorbed in the generation of a basic 
planting prospectus. The interior is my 
wife’s province; the exterior is mine. Even 
as she spared no effort to ferret out the 
right New Hampshire pine cupboard for 
her guest room or the right wallpaper to 
display to advantage her Hitchcock chairs, 
so I aimed to bring into being a secluded, 
unpretentious garden, suggestive of an- 
tiquity but free from fussiness—a_ back- 
ground in harmony with the character of 
the old house and in keeping with the 
comparatively simple tastes of its owners. 

Fortunately, home and garden had been 
studied more or less concurrently. The 
house was located with an eye to future 
horticultural effect. And the garden was 
worked out on paper almost as carefully 
as were the house alterations. 


As spring fever mounted in my veins, 
we were made happy by a visit from a Bal- 
timore cousin, Lucilla C. Austen, a land- 
scape architect. Not only did she give us a 
recipe for the finest waffles you’ve ever 
sunk tooth into, but she reviewed our 
problems with professional objectivity 
and, ultimately, conferred upon us a gar- 
den plan, incorporating the elements we 
thought were important and integrating 
them thru design. 

Starting from scratch (an apt beginning, 
for Miss Austen would agree that garden- 
making is one part art to nine parts dig- 
ging), we witnessed the slow transmuta- 
tion of an unkempt field, in which the 
nearest approach to a tree was a 6-inch 
sumac, into a felicitous outdoor living- 
room. Framed by grape-vines and groups 
of shrubs, emphasizing such time-tested 
favorites as lilac, bridalwreath, and sweet 
shrub; accented by apple trees and re- 
flecting pool; made inviting by shaded 
bench and comfortable terrace, blending 
house with garden; varied by perennial 
border; scented by white petunias, tum- 
bling from terrace boxes; unified by ver- 
dant turf and dominated by a giant 
willow—the garden charted in India ink 
on Bristol board in 1924 is, with minor 
deviations, reality today. 


To BE sure, no garden is ever done. We’ve 
taken years to come along as far as we 
have, however, mainly by persisting in do- 
ing the work ourselves. For long stretches, 
the place looked like the first Battle of 
the Marne; yet each step taken was a 
definite one, each switch planted had in 
view the mature garden. The boys and 
I, in such leisure as could be snatched 
from business or the demands of school, 
in partnership with Nature, have created 
beauty by the sweat of our brows. A 
trained hand, at rare intervals, has been 
summoned. But we’ve hauled topsoil by 
the ton; have mixed cement, laid flagstone 
paths, fashioned stone steps; have exca- 
vated for tree and shrub and flower bed; 
have knocked together seed flats by the 
dozens; have divided perennials by the 





























Petunias-5 favorites, 

‘opper Rose, Robin Hood (deep crimson), 
Pink Pearl, Evening Star (white), Mauve 
Queen—5 packets of seeds, one 
by (value $1.70) for oniy $1. 
Burpee’s Seed Catalog free- 
144 pages, flower - veg- 

etable seeds. Low prices. 





—=281 Burpee Buildings, Philadelphia 





Your Guide to SUCCESS 





with FRUIT or FLOWERS 
Catalog FREE! 


1938 EDITION g* ou Ameri- 
best values and full information 


ries, Roses, S 
crapoene, Perennial Flowers, Bulbs, 
: varieties fully described and beau- 
fituily illustra Neos Nursery 
stock, grown in the Ozark Mountain up 
lands, is adapted to every climate and condition. 
FREE OFFER! 6 Special Premiums for Neosho 
® customers. Get one of these at- 
tractive nurser stock + with choice of ee, 
shade trees, peac rr” rape, asparagus, etc. 
eard will bring you “full details oa “thie and nowy sant bee epecal 


Spring offers and our beauti new catalog—ALL 
NEOSHO NURSERIES CO., 109 Spring St., NEOSHO, Mo. 











Write today 
for this beautiful 
new rose booklet. 
Sketches, charts and ex- 

perts’ advice insure success 
with roses. Also 26 latest rose 

creations in natural color. 

ROME GLORY ROSE 

Beautiful crimson. Very perfumed. 
Open blooms on long stems look 
like American Beauties. Hardy. 


JACKSON & PERKINS COMPANY 
Dept. B Newark, New York State 



















Succeed in Landscaping 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOG ON LANDSCAPE GARDENING 


Gives full details about this profitable 

career. Successful graduates earned while 
they learned by mail, make up to $100 a 
week. Field uncrowded; open to men, 
women. Write today. 


AMERICAN LANDSCAPE SCHOOL 


318 Plymouth Bidg. Des Moines, Ia. 


*NRAPES—12 CONCORDS 50c 


anys sty fr exblogs ha, Ay 1 rir f tal 00 
~. verbloomin: es 1 yr. all differen 

id. sian Mulberry. a 50 ft. e for $1.00 
Bver 100 bargains in our catalog 

early orders or will ship express ‘Cc. 
Examine stock before you pay. Write ie 


Whitten-Ackerman Nursery, Box 207,Bridgman,Mich. 








Bi oo ;fiscount for 
6.D f you prefer. 





8 Packets Flower Seed 50c 
Aster, Cockscomb, Cornflower, Calendula, 
Larkspur, Poppy, Snapdragon and Zinnia. 
Postpaid. Seed carefully selected. Send 50c today. Free 
illustrated catalog listing over 1500 varieties of alpine, 
perennial and annual flowers. 1938 All-America Winners, 
Huntington Nursery, Painesville, Ohio. 


Don’t buy any flowers or vege- 

table seed from anyone until 

e you get Will’s marvelous, new 

1938 seed book on‘all northern 

grown varieties and low prices. Free. Write today. 

56th year. 

OSCAR H. WILL & CO., Box 10D, Bismarck, N. D. 
PATENTED GLADIOLU Golden Goddess and 
Grand Opera head the 


list of outstanding creations in our big new catalog 
which also includes DAHLIAS and SEEDS. 


CARL SALBACH 
659 Woodmont Ave., 


. — 
P rR I EK 
. a 








, Calif. 










ROSE BOOK 


4cnd EpiTion, “Roses of New Caste,” in 

exquisite colors; tells how to grow these famous 

oe =< other flowers. Gold mine 4 —_— 
Low prices. Write for FREE 

HELLER BROS. CO., Box 164,New Castle, ind. 



















hundreds; have set out annuals by the 
thousands; have fed and watered and 
clipped and transplanted until we felt as 
close to the grass-roots as an earthworm. 
And we’ve loved it. 


At THE outset, we determined to se- 
cure as much of a sense of space as the 
scope of our land permitted. We wanted 
an unobstructed playing area for our rac- 
ing children. We wanted a hidden place in 
which they might manufacture boats and 
engines and chaos unrestricted. We wanted 
a protected porch where we could con- 
sume unhurried meals, without benefit of 
insect hordes. We wanted a terrace facing 
the splendor of the setting sun. We wanted 
a garden at one with tradition, restrained 
and restful and fragrant. We wanted a 
pool to mirror the mystery of twilight. 
We wanted a cutting bed and an unseen 
spot for coldframes. We wanted writhing 
old apple trees and redolent grapes and 
cherries for the robins and ourselves. 

Listed thus, it sounds like a large or- 
der for so small a place. Just the same, 
tho several years must pass before the 
formal south garden can be called com- 
plete, it’s all there, scaled down but un- 
crowded, in a quarter of an acre. 

We’ve reached a point now where we 
may straighten our backs with no twinge 
of conscience. The labor of the past has 
earned us the leisure of the present. Save 
for the relatively slight load of routine 
maintenance, we may stop and enjoy the 
fruits of our endeavor. 


STILL, it’s pausing only to catch the 
breath. Another idea will strike us, anoth- 
er vision will goad us into furious planning 
followed by patient activity. Gardens, as 
well as houses, can be remodeled. 

I sympathize with my wife’s mercurial 
malady. When I come upon a room in the 
throes of reorganization, I frequently feel 
an impulse to hide my wife’s ripping bar. 
Resolutely, I stifle it. To my annual re- 
designing of beds and borders she raises 


no objection. I shouldn’t take exception to | 


her passion for change. Even tho at times 
I find it difficult to distinguish between 
the boys’ room and a lumber yard or the 
guest room and a hardware shop, I 
mustn’t interfere. 

Live-and-let-live has been our matri- 
monial policy. For the past 20 years, it’s 
worked. I guess we'll stick to it. 


New medical science? No, just 
a new name for a skillful bit of re- 
modeling which resulted in one of 
the most charming rural New Eng- 
land homes you ever effervesced 
over. Coming in the next Better 
Homes & Gardens, “Skillful Sur- 
gery Restored This Home.” You'll 
get some ideas from it. 
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Tea Roses Sed $400 
Aha ¥ REE postPaln 


Send today 
for My New 1938 Catalog! 


EARL E.MAY SEED COMPANY “aii 


Dept. A8, Shenandoah, lowa KMA—The Farm Belt Station 





The romance of 
roses — their history’ 
care, and use outdoors 
and in; how to plan and 
plant rose gardens —all is graph- 
ically told in our booklet “Beau- 
tify With Roses.” Your copy FREE. 


1938 STAR ROSE CATALOG 


describes 186 finest roses ranging from our 

famous tiny TOM THUMB, world’s smallest 

red rose, to mammoth DIRECTOR RUBIO with 

62 inch blooms. Shows 71 in color, including 

the very newest. All STAR ROSES are sturdy, 

2-yr., field- grown plants adapted to climate 
anywhere in U.S 


Send today for our catalog orBeautify 
y With Roses.”, Either is FREE 








| WANT EVERY READER 


~~ 


iin of of this Paper to havea copy of 


—.. MY BIG 1938 CATALOG 










E years le pading rs rican Seed Cata- 
log. Good seeds cheap. None better 















at any price. 500,000 cus- 
nually buying seeds from me, a grower. 
FRE SPECIAL TeRAL OFFER 

pba ms" King of the 

solid, pennies es disease resistant, heavy 
elder, or 150 ~ + “ 
foned average weight ' 6lbs. Send 3c Stamp Jf 
to cover Postage for either one, or be J 
talog 

Box 300, ROCKFORD, ILL. Est, 1870 


tomers save money an- 
My New Sen- 
Earlies,”’ bi 
i ess Cab- 
for both special offers, Ca’ Free. 
See.. atte .. Page 8 
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Nature spent centuries in fashioning this golden Valley of 
the Sun. And when she was done, even she was amazed 
by the sheer magnificence of it all—walls of bronze rising 
from canyon-bound lakes of incredible blueness .. craggy, 
picture-book mountains towering toward a turquoise sky 

.. vast painted deserts challenging the eye for mile upon 
mile. Spend the winter, or spend a lifetime, in the midst of 
this unspoiled beauty. Rejoice in the warm, dry, 
sunny days; the brisk yet balmy nights. You'll 
find peace and quiet if you need it, and friendly 
companionship if you want it. Phoenix and 
nearby Valley towns offer modern accommo- 
dations and moderate living costs. 


Winter Rates now in effect on 
Transcontinental Lines. 






Valley of the Sun Club 
903 Chamber of Commerce Bidg. 
Please send new free illustrated literature 
Wame 
Address 


and booklets 











A Genuine 
Cape Cod House 


[ Begins on page 38 | 


has been very well handled, however, 
and is conveniently placed for easy access 
either from outside or inside. 

On some building sites, especially one 
which is slightly elevated and barren, 
some houses might be too conspicuous 
and have a stilted appearance. This house, 
however, because of its squattiness; ap- 
pears to grow right out of the earth and is 
adaptable to almost any site. It will also 
find an appropriate setting among lovely 
trees that seem to be a shelter from the 
storms. The plan is so arranged that the 
house may be placed most successfully on 
a gently sloping lot, yet it’s quite possible 
to place it on more flat ground, and on al- 
most any size lot. 


THE simplicity of the design, together 
with the compact arrangement and low 
ceilings, make the house a most economi- 
cal proportion. As the construction is of 
wood, it’s simple to erect and can be built 
by anyone, for stock details are readily 
available. When the house is completed, 
you need only to provide the rooms with 
simple furnishings and it will seem as tho 
the house had been lived in for years, be- 
cause of its comfort and its domesticity. 








City 











Tew Cotorpul - 
QUEENS BOUQUET = 


3 packets mixed 25‘ postpaid 


Different. Exquisite. “‘Queen’s 

uquet”’ is a small, round im- 
bricated Aster in a variety of 
unusual colors, as modern as 
tomorrow. Dwarf, early bloom- 
er—often twenty to a plant. 
One pkt. makes six ft. border. 
Mixed, Postpaid, 3 Pkts. 25c¢ 


NEW GARDEN BOOK FREE/ 


America’s most complete list of SEEDS * snrubs 
seeds, shrubs, trees and flowers. 
Profusely illustrated. Many in 
full color. Surprisingly low 
prices. Write today for your 
copy—F REE. 


The STORRS & HARRISON COMPANY 
Box 591 Established 1854 Painesville, Ohio 































A TREAT FOR 
GARDEN FANS! 


@ The most fascinating 
Dreer Catalog ever 
printed! Gontains 
everythin for making 
your garden a colorful "beauty 
pageant.'' Commemorates a century 
of Dreer service to gardeners who want 
the best in flower and vegetable Seeds, 
Plants and Bulbs at reasonable prices. 
Send at once — use this coupon. 
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HENRY A. DREER, 117 Dreer Bidg., Phila., Pa. | 

| Send me Dreer’s ‘“‘Hundredth Anniversary’’ Gar- 

| den Book—your complete new Catalog of flower and | 
Vegetable Seeds, Plants and Bulbs. | 

| Name 

|] Address | 

Fe pe ER RF LTIN EAD aS ROR IRS. 





How Much 


A 3-CENT stamp will bring you all 
the information you need to help you 
determine the exact cost to build in 
your own city Better Homes & Gar- 
dens’ Bildcost Home No. 801 (see 
page 38). For detailed description of 
43 other Bildcost Homes, send 25 
cents for Better Homes & Gardens’ 
Book of Bildcost Gardened-Home 


Plans. Use this convenient coupon. 


Better Homes & Gardens 
6401 Meredith Building 


Des Moines, lowa (Please Check) 


(_] Please send me the List of Materials 
which will enable me to learn the exact 
cost to me to build Bildcost Home No. 


801 in my own community. | inclose a 
3-cent stamp. 


Please send me Better Homes & Gar- 
dens’ Book of Bildcost Gardened-Home 
Plans and the List of Materials for Bild- 
cost Home No. 801. | inclose 28 cents. 


NS alates al Sas ce akan acely permieleceiekt «0h 


oC 4 tote ou. dean ee eae bas oan 


Ge vcccccesccsecse BMD ce dcsSeecndses 


Betrer Homes & Garpens, January, 1938 








GOVES 


OL’? 


gives much information about gladiolus 
and describes over 200 of the world's 
finest varieties gone PICARDY, 
the most popular variety in existence 
and all the other beautil ul varieties of 
the FAMOUS PALMER STRAIN, of 
which I am the introducer, the finest 
strain in the world and noted for its 
beautiful colorings and its vigor. 


100 LARGE HEALTHY 


GLAD BULBS $3 


not labeled as to name. 45 different 
kinds in a wonderful range of color 
from white thru many shades of 
pink, yellow, orange, smoke, blue, 
, etc. make this by far the finest 
collection sold by any grower at any- 
where near the price. Thousands of 
customers buy this collection every 
This year it is better than ever, 
containing many kinds formerly sold at 
high prices including the Palmer strain. 
With each collection I give free 2 
bulbs of Picardy and another bulb 
worth at least $1. 
50 for $1.75 with 2 PICARDY but 








without the $1 bulb. 
SPECIAL 2eGuLes °2 
FREE with extra FREE bulb worth at 
CATALOG least 50¢ each. Collection same as 


above except in size of bulbs. Will pro- 
duce gorgeous blooms through a long season. 

50 for $1.25 (not to include the 50¢ bulb) 
I believe my 72-page free illustrated catalog is the finest 
most interesting and helpful glad catalog published. And 
my list of varieties is second to none. Your copy is waiting. 


CHAMPLAIN VIEW GARDENS 
Elmer E. Gove 5-19, Burlington, Vermont 


rliest Tomato 


4 ganers, WAYANEAS, | 


Li pd as early as 
> Ho ce ibe per pkt. iy i 
duce Jung’s Quality Seeds will 
send trial I pkt. of this Tomato —_ 


all the above and the iaiovteg:” 
GRAND NEW FLOWERS 


=< 


Larkspur 
and Dablia Zinnias all for loc.in Canada 20¢ 


FREE oui Quality i. \ my bad tien It 


Coupon for Rare Premiums in each Catalog. 
J.W. JUNG SEED CO., Dept.2, Randolph, Wis. 
















Mammoth 3” flow- 
oun, a oaersenaans 
many ruffled, wa 
and blotched. "Full-sne Packet free with 
Maule’s Seed Book—send 3c for postage. 
\ Oz. Postpaid for $1.50. Ie 
ms Use Maule’s tested seeds 73 
for prize flowers and $= 
vegetables; low prices. 













SENSATIONAL 


ROSESS ry | 


ou with our remadhabie Foee 
ey we will send postpaid for _, $1.00, 

Ami Quinard, 1 Luxembourg, Red 
Radiance 1 Pink Radiance, and 1 talisman 
rose bushes. Send today! 


NAUGHTON FARMS, Box 820, Waxahachie, Texas. 


CONDON’S GIANT TO! MATO 
EARING - 
ee Be roo 


2 









To acquaint 
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ORNAMENTALS 


TREES—SHRUBS—VINES—SEEDS 
Get our new 1938 free 64-page catalog. 
Complete plantings for farm or city lots. 
Special- 10 Roses for $1. Postpaid. 


Newest varieties fruit trees, berry plants, 
shrubs, bulbs or seeds. Write today. 


ALLEN’S NURSERY & SEED HOUSE 
Box 14 Geneva, Ohio 



















Seed Shows all newest flowers 
and favorite vegetables. 

Most complete selection obtainable—2164 va- 

rieties—240 in natural color. Expert cultural 

instructions included. Sent FreE gp ny # 

VAUGHAN’S SEED STORE Dept. 1 

10 W. Randolph St., Chicago 
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Northern - 
shrubs, flowers ant trees 


bargain offer. x mag : 
Everbioo: ses, 
two year yy size 
with well developed root 
my, Ae 









d b 
six Everblooming roses sent 
postpaid at best time for planting. Write 
today, aiedons a dollar bill or money order with 
your letter. Enjoy F Hardy 


Worlds Largest 


NURSERY oo 4 


PLANTING GUIDE TR "ANTING. GUID Ut 


FREE 


bw vate meg at New FERRIS Giant. 

in 4 ao 

tree ie on Rae pages of any sotaing 
of ite kind offered in America this 
—_— size ane natural colors, D 

a famous FERRIS 


CVERGREENS Ornamentais, 
Shrubs, Flowers, Fruits, Bulbs, etc. 


EARL FERRIS NURSERY 
735 Bridge St. HAMPTON .IOWA 






































Powerful 1 and 2 Cylinder Tractors 
Plow for Small Farms, Gardeners, Florists, 
Seed urseries, Fruitand Poultry Men. 


THREE SIZES 
With Ample Power for Field, 
Haying ons Truck 





(ultivate 
MowHay 
and Lawns Belt M Ter oe 


Steel or Rubber Tires 
High Wheels-Enclosed Gears. i 
LOW PRICES : 
Write for Easy Terms Plan 


and Free Catalog > 
STANDARD EN 


Minneapolis, Minn. Philadelphia, Pa. 
3292 Como Ave. 2418 Market St. 








CO. 


New York, N. Y. 
150 Cedar St. 














SEND FOR FREE 
descriptive booklet 
or 50€ for 1/6 oz 
bottle. Will treat 


up to 600 cuttings 


PENNSYLVANIA CHEMICAL 
CORP. ORANGE NJ 


SUCCESS with SEEDS 


It’s easy to grow plants successfully from seeds when the soil 
is conditioned with peat moss. Seeds germinate faster, healthy 
foots are developed and better blooms result. Send for Free 
bulletin on “Growing Plants from Seed.” Contains valuable 
information for all gardeners. Write today. Address Dept. 
FREE BHG-1. PEAT INSTITUTE of AMERICA, Di». 

Peat Import Corp., 155 John St., New York, N.Y. 


STRAWBERRIES 


Allen’s 1938 Berry-Book 
Describes Best Methods, 
Plants. Varieties: Premier, 














Fairfax, Dorsett, Catskill, 
etc. ome Free. Write today. 

HE W. F. ALLEN CO, 
305 PR be Ave, Salisbury, Md. 


LUEBERRIES S,usnrarar 


ORNAMENTAL 
Be the first to raise QULTIV ATED BLUEBERRIES. The 


q' white 
bloss. leaves ange from to red; 
tall. Eat Gar deliclons jumbo sized berries with cream. Two 
ab, four bushes will supply average family with mouth- 
ring blueberry pies all ogen. Big money-maker for 
ters. set from 50c to Tic 5 quest lly descril i 
of over 100 real Sengeies in piants, 
itten- 


Ackerman Nursery, Box 209 Bridgman, Mich. 














MAINE GROWN DAHLIAS 


I grow only the best prize winning varieties. 
Roots low priced. Send for free catalog. 


LOMBARD’S DAHLIA GARDENS, Portland Rd, Saco, Maine 





GROWN-UP PARTY 


FUN! 


Here's a cheerful little yearful of parties 
—one for every gala occasion on the social 
calendar! Better Homes & Gardens’ new book, 
“Parties for the Crowd,” is full-up with 
smart ideas to keep things bouncing, earn 
you laurels as a perfect hostess. Fifty-eight 
pages of out-of-the-ordinary parlor tricks, 
guessing games, conundrums, puzzles. All 
of them se pr for keeping spirits oe 
for any kind of party, anywhere, anytime 
ie A complete directions for invitations, 
decorations. Menus and table-settings. Price, 
only 20 cents! Order your copy today! 


FOODS 
B-F-7 Forty-Two ee A ee ee 4c 

“Cooks’ Round Table News’ — 
Yuletide Cakes, Cookies, and Puddings...... .: be c 

Festive Menus for the ES calls Sp au oe a 

ee Serre er re 3 c 
Out of the Deep-Fat Kettle..................3¢ 
tne) oo tnnw bak se 4.ep 9 ott 3c 
CN EE DOGS. ecb bec ees ss st deobeeet 3c 
a gs endbeweses nace cet 3c 
B-F-30 The New Dessert Bridge................ 4c 
B-F-25 Hamburger in Fourteen Roles............4c 
B-F- 4 Delicious Muffins and Popovers.......... 4c 
B-F-13 Sandwiches and Sandwich Fillings. ae eT 
B-F- 2 Nineteen Soup Recipes...............5-- 4c 
My New Better Homes & Gardens Cook Book... .75c 


Price, 50c, plus 25¢ mailing and handling charges 


HOME FURNISHINGS 


B-I-2 How to Make and Decorate Cornice Boards. 4c 
B-I-1 How to Make Parchment Shades.......... 4c 


Color in Your Homes. Suggestions for creating color 
harmony in home-furnishings...............25¢ 
Floors, Walls, and Ceilings. Detailed suggestions Jor 
harmonizing these three factors of a room. » 25¢ 
Furniture Arrangement and Balance. Ey to 
show you how to place your furniture correctly .25c 


HOME BUILDING AND FINANCE 


Better Homes e& Gardens’ Book of Bildcost Gardened 

Home Plans, Forty-three modern, practical home 

lans are included in this book.............. 25c 

My Better Homes ev Gardens’ Household Inventory. 5c 

Better Homes & Gardens Simplified Family Budget 

Book. Put your family finances on a sound foot- 

ing! Only a limited supply available as long as 
they last. Price, 25¢ each. 


GARDENING 
B-G-52 paling ond 5 Maintaining an Aquarium. ..4c 
B-G-95 House Plants You Can Gow Te PRLS OE 4c 
B-A-15 Terrariums—Glass Boxes for Growing Flow- 
bakss csnee heres :bbheekeqeneupesseqes 2c 


The Home Gardener’s Pronouncing Dictionary. Gives 
the meaning, brief description, and pronuncia- 
tion of the commonest plant names used in gar- 
dening, new and — amen’ FOTNINE. 000000052508 

The Garden Club Exchange. A monthly news service 
for America’s clubs. Free to garden-club presidents 
and Junior Garden Club Counselors—25c a year 
to all others. 


AMERICA'S CLUB AID 


America’s Club Aid for January, 1936. Contains a 


High ~ Party, Club Books of the Month, Fun 
iin in cs okie wo ein ads tie ieee 4c 
America’s Club Aid for January, 1937. The Technique 
| Group Discussions, Getting Along With Folks, 
ime on Parade Party Sy aes OP 4c 


Address all orders to: 
BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
6801 Meredith Building Des Moines, lowa 











JAPANESE 
 BARBERRY 


* 
This wonderful “‘get acquainted” bar- 
gain will show you and your frie —t - 
neighbors how Ferris Northern- 
nursery stock has no equal for be auty 

on. hardiness. Think of getting 45 
ese Barberry, enough for a thick 

—_— hedge, 65 65 ft. long or for foundation 

postpsid and border planting! 6 to 9 inches 

high. Heavily rooted and easy to grow. All 45 

plants sent postpaid in time for planting for 

only $1.00! Supply limited. Don't delay. 
LANDSCAPE PLANS 
Free Service to tomers—to hel 
Jy! your = earth most attractive land- 
pe effects at the lowest cost. C omplete de- 
tails in A Lu 


est Nursery Catalog 























- ’ «¥° and Planting .«. 
U Guide. | 
® J 
> ’ . 
* . r) Ny +, ¥ 
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Ol D 
Get this marvelous 
New Ferris pationgs Guide with the 
in lors. Filled with 
Direct-from- a; tee ns, 


rees, ers, 

yesee, ote. Just like a v isit to the "big 600-acre 
Ferris Nursery in Northera eae Home of the 
country’s largest stock of EVERGREENS, sold 
direct to home lovers. Don't select your planti 
before you see this gorgeous New Book. SENT 
FREE. Write today. 
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Brilliant Dwarf 













FOR YOUR LAWN 


Large, heavy rooted, 6-year, 2-3 ft. 
trees, for immediate effect. America’s 
greatest value in beautiful lawn spe- 


cimens. Don't pass this opportunity 
to secure these flashing. beautiful trees. 
A vegular $4 value. Simply cut out ad, 
attach two $1 bills, with your name and address, stating when 
you want shipment made, and mail today. Sent postpaid to 
your door. SAFE DELIVERY GUARANTEED. 


JURSERIES, Inc., 0. Bs. 
KRIDER “Utocet Sioana 


@e’S ciant 
* * 


Giant Dahlia-F lowered 
© blooms,5 inches across ,2 inches thick, 
Sturdy 3-ft. plants. 4 favorite colors, 
Scarlet, Lavender, Yellow, Rose 
. Py! 5e-Packet of seeds of each, all for 106 
postpaid to you. Send dime today! 

* Burpee's Seed Catalog free-144 pages—over 
prs 100 pictures in color, a valuable guide to every 
wer and vegetable worth 
growing. Guaranteed 
seeds. Low prices, 


















W, ATLEE BURPEE CO. 
284 Burpee Buildings, Piiteasiohte 








ARFEF’S “Sweet September” 
penny ee new variety, the only fall-bearing 
known. Sweet b bright red cherries ripen 
fe tall, hang until picked. Delicious for eating 
fresh and canning. Trees bear at early age 
Scarff’s Fruit Trees and Gerry Plants. 
World’s. finest varieties. “‘Hardee’’ Peach, 
\ New Miami Red Apple, Stanley Pium, Gor- 
} ham Pear. Taylor and Marcy, largest red 
raspberries, large Red Lake Currents, 
Whitesbog Blueberries, Thorniess Youn 
berries, senberries and many other excellent varie- 
ties — from *s 1500 acres in the famous Miami pa A 
Nearly 50 years of experience. Write for free copy of 19 
catalog of Fruits and Ornamentals for spring planting. 
W. N. SCARFF’S SONS, Box 2, New Carlisle, Ohic 


See.. afte .- Page 8 














YOU CAN'T 
GO WRONG IF YOU 
FOLLOW YOUR NOSE 


THE late Rudyard 
Kipling—a garden- 
minded man, like so 
many of the English 
—once made in type 
the following obser- 
vation: 


“Smells are surer than 
sounds or sights ; e 
To make your heart-strings crack ... 


It’s profoundly true. Every member of The Week-End 


Gardeners’ League can testify, no doubt, not alone to some . 


incense of Nature stirring to his soul, but to another, which 
(tho pleasant to many persons) to him is distinctly annoy- 
ing. Thus the pungency of the older types of marigold is 
agreeable to one flower-grower, repugnant to a second. 
Some like tuberoses; others find them funereal. The south- 
ern jessamine may refresh me and to you prove cloying. 

The individuality of the nose, it seems to me, is more 
marked than that of the organs conveying other senses. 
To many fingers an object is rough or smooth; to numerous 
pairs of eyes a color is red or green; 
but to every olfactory nerve a bouquet 
is different. 

This theory I tested out upon my 
family rather amusingly one spring. 
In mid-May, when all kinds of familiar 
scents enliven the air, I brought in to 
the luncheon table freshly picked blos- 
soms of a species tulip (Tulipa austra- 
lis) and passed them under the as- 
sembled noses. The other members of 
the family scarcely were aware that 
this gay little ower graced a seldom 
seen, sandy, hot spot in the garden and 
I’m sure they’d never sniffed it. I 
asked them to report its odor with 
complete candor. 

My 6-year-old son declared it smelt 
“like dirt.” My wife detected “honey.” 
My daughter recognized “pancakes 
and sirup.” I registered “castor oil and 
musk.” You see? No two verdicts 
agreed. 

When we spade-wielders, therefore, 
set out to bring fragrance into our gar- 
dens, we should be influenced not too 
greatly by the preferences of others. In 
this regard, the only nose to trust is 
your own. 

Nevertheless, at the risk of naming 
plants that may be disparaged by some 
members of The League, I’m going to 
mention one or two of my favorites. 
All are extremely easy to grow (a 
League virtue) and, as they lavishly 
fling sweetness about them, they tend 
to strengthen a weakness evident in 
many modern plantings. A garden that 
“smells good” is twice as stimulating 
as one that merely “looks good.” 

First on any list of mine would be, I 
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suppose, narcissus. 
Nothing demands less 
and, consequently, 
nothing rates quite so 
high with the week- 
ender, whose time is 
limited. The Jonquils 
and the Paper-whites 
may, perhaps, be a lit- 
tle too saccharine, but 
that grand old out- 
door stand-by, Sir 
Watkin—handsome 
and inexpensive— 
trails clouds of re- 
fined nasal glory. Virtually all daffodils are worth while. 
Sir Watkin is my nomination for the best smeller. 

Very close to it in odorous charm, however, comes a vine 
that may easily turn into a pest—honeysuckle. At times 
we rave over the way honeysuckle takes possession of the 
earth. Yet I doubt if anyone ever complained that it smelt 
otherwise than enchanting. From the standpoint of redo- 
lence, honeysuckle deserves the highest praise. Under cer- 
tain conditions, moreover, its hardiness and its spreading 
habit may very well commend its use as a ground cover 
in place of sickly grass. 

There’s little argument, I imagine, as to the most cher- 
ished fragrant shrub of all. It’s lilac and, if there’s room 
for but a single plant, then let it be 
white. Few plants are more satisfying 
than common lilac (Syringa vulgaris), 
but each individual should have Io feet 
of space to call its own, plenty of sun, 
and an annual ration of plant food to 
achieve greatest effectiveness. For the 
hybrids, a circle 8 feet in diameter is 
sufficiently large. They begin flowering 
when young. 

Now, in the flower border dwell, 
naturally, a great host of aromatic in- 
habitants. Still, there’re three so self- 
tending and so relished by my nose 
that I’d hate to be deprived of any 
of them. 

The first of these is one of the older, 
lavender-blue iris, costing perhaps 10 
cents. It’s Princess Beatrice, a com- 
plaisant bearded lady about 45 inches 
tall. She’s fairly tolerant of shade. 

The second is the old-fashioned pink, 
Dianthus plumarius. Its spice has no 
equal. In a sunny place, equipped with 
well-drained, gritty, alkaline soil, pinks 
flourish like promises at a political rally. 

The last of the trio is a white pe- 
tunia, fitting any color scheme and in- 
suring fragrance from summer to late 
fall. If there’re*better behaved plants 
than Snowstorm, I’d like to meet them. 
Even the self-sown seedlings, with few 
recessive pink tones, are frequently as 
sound as their parents. In petunias, 
this is a rare trait, and one that should 
endear the variety to The Week-End 
Gardeners’ League. 

Above all, fragrance introduces 
imagination; an admirable quality, 
especially|since four out of five gardens 
suffer fron) spirea. 
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PLYMOUTH 


YOU'LL BE 
AMAZED AT 





PLYMOUTH'S 
LOW PRICE 


BIGGEST BUY! 





Ih 


CHECK VALUES among Low-Priced Cars—in Comfort, Beauty, 
Economy! Prove for yourself Plymouth’s Easier Driving—NOW! 


ET THE MOST for your money 
when you buy! When you look at 
cars—see what you actually get! 

ONE LOOK will tell you how out- 
standing this new Plymouth is...how 
extra roomy and beautiful. 

ONE SHORT DRIVE will demon- 
strate Plymouth’s remarkable ride... 
its luxurious big-car comfort and 
amazing safety features! 

OWNERS’ FIGURES prove that 
Plymouth costs less to run than any 


other full-powered car. You save on 
gas, oil, tires...on every item of upkeep! 


THE PRICE will delight you. Ask 
a Dodge, DeSoto or Chrysler dealer 
about Plymouth’s very easy payment 
terms. And be sure to see, drive, and 
compare this new Plymouth— today! 
PLYMOUTH DIVISION OF CHRYSLER 
CORPORATION, Detroit, Michigan. 


TUNE IN MAJOR BOWES’ AMATEUR HOUR, COLUM- 
BIA NETWORK, THURSDAYS, 9 TO 10 P. M.,E. S.T. 











PRICES ON ALL MODELS 


Delivered in Detroit, including 
Federal taxes. Local, State taxes 
not included. 


BUSINESS MODELS 


Coupe, $645; 2-Door Sedan, 
$685; +-Door Sedan, $730. 


DE LUXE MODELS 
Coupe,$730;CCoupewith Rum- 
ble Seat, $770; Convertible 
Coupe, $850; 2-Door Sedan, 
$773; 2-Door Touring Sedan, 
$785; 4-Door Sedan, $803; 4- 
Door Touring Sedan, $815. 
For delivered pricesin your local- 
ity, see your Dodge, De Soto or 
Chrysler dealer. 








SEE THE NEW PLYMOUTH 





INVEST IN “THE CAR 
THAT STANDS UP BEST” 














ACROSS THE S bys: DESK 


The Picture on the Cover: There’ll be no helter-skelter planting this 
spring in this couple’s garden. No running down to the grocery some warm 
evening after work to grab a handful of seed packets. For these two know 
it’s fun, and smart, these lusty winter evenings, to plan ahead. By poring 
over seed and nursery catalogs and Better Homes & Gardens, by finding 
out about new plants and how and where to plant them, they’re assuring 
themselves a garden of which they’ll be proud. 


> » pe My good friend and associate Alfred Carl Hottes gave a talk 
years ago which he called ‘““The Garden’s Answer to Our Quest for Hap- 
piness.” That talk he still makes before large audiences thruout the United 
States, and I imagine will continue to give for years to come. Those of us 
of the staff who’ve heard it think that it lives because it points the way 
to happiness for all of us in this hurry-up world. Making and tending a 
garden, however modest, brings us in close contact with Mother Earth, 
and peace and rest, and glory in growing things. It brings health in exer- 
cise which liberates the spirit and quiets and soothes the nervous system. 
What else, anyway, contributes more to happiness? 


> » Pe Moreover, doctors everywhere thruout the land are now join- 
ing Better Homes &§ Gardens in prescribing garden-making for good health 
and the happiness it brings. 

Even progressive universities are bringing the message to its commu- 
nities. At least not long ago one, Duke University, Durham, North Caro- 
lina, held a clinic officially named “Finding Health in the Garden Clinic.” 
It was under the sponsorship of Durham’s garden club. 

It’s said that the clinic did much to aid North Carolina people in over- 
coming some of the ills commonly attributed to the geared-up existence 
of today. 


> pe» pe “Look at This Garden Grow,” on other pages of this issue, is 
written and illustrated by a former Chicago police reporter who turned to 
gardening as an avocation. But the avocation soon became so much more 
fascinating to him that he made it his vocation. He now lives on ten acres 
of ground near Chicago, where he and his wife have room to develop their 
joint hobby of gardening in all its phases. Interest in plants then led to 
another hobby, color photography, and since then he has traveled over most 
of the country, taking color pictures of flowers and gardens. 


> p> pe In Wellesley, Massachusetts, a movement to abolish round fish 
bowls, has, I hear, gained momentum. For there has been formed “The 
Association for Abolition of Round Fish Bowls.” 

Why all this to-do about the poor fish? Well, Fred Orsinger, director of 
the bureau of fisheries aquarium, in Washington, has an explanation. He 
says that he doesn’t know if it’s a fact, as has been said, that curved bowls 
make the occupants dizzy physically and lopsided mentally, but he does 
know that they make him cross-eyed. 

As for the fish, psychologists have pointed out that round bowls distort 
the small, harmless creatures into ferocious denizens of the deep, producing 
a bad effect on children. 


> pm pe To Mrs. Harold A. Hughes, Ft. Wayne, Indiana, goes the ten- 
dollar bill for the best brickbat letter requested on this page in November. 
And to all the 456 of you who so generously responded goes my heartfelt 
thanks. Yours was a grand response. 4// the letters were splendid. Many 
of them gave invaluable suggestions. Many were wonderfully compre- 
hensive. Every single one is going to help us immeasurably to make Better 
Homes & Gardens more effectively YOUR magazine. Watch coming issues 
and you'll see. 


> » pm “Our abstract of title measures the dimensions of our lot in 
width by depth,” Anna Olson, whom you know as editor of the magazine’s 

“It’s News to Me!” department, said to me the other day. “But our ab- 
stract errs by omission,” says Anna. ‘“‘Narrow tho it is, I’ve found it has 
another dimension. I discovered it as I looked the other day from our 
neighbor’s yard back into our own. Our beautiful tree brought my eyes 
up and up, to focus at its very top. I mused that we own that tree to its 
crest—that our lot has a third dimension—UP.” 

In planning your garden for this year, maybe you need a tree or two to 
give your lot the “up” dimension. Even one, prop- 
erly placed, would help to give you what I wish 
for you this month—a Better Garden in 1938. 
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Better Homes & Gardens guarantees that your money will be returned or that satisfactory adjustment will 
be made if you purchase any article advertised in this issue and it is not as represented in the advertise- 
ment. The complaint, investigation of which will be instituted promptly, must be submitted to us within 
one year after the advertisement appears. If the article is purchased thru the mails, it is a condition of 
our guarantee that you shall have mentioned Better Homes & Gardens at the time the purchase was made. 


Better Homes & Garpens, February, 1938 
























Now we Kwow 
WHAT 
AUR CONDITIONING 


REALLY MEANS 
WITH SUNBEAM 
/N OUR HOME” 


This story is typical of thou- 
sands of Sunbeam Air-Condi- 
tioned homes. Their owners 
all enjoy clean, filtered air, 
properly moistened air, health- 
ful, circulating air and balmy 
warm air... a/l automatically 
controlled, 

There are coal, oil and gas 
burning Sunbeam Air Con- 
ditioners for houses large and 
small, new and old. Send 
the coupon for literature. 


THE FOX FURNACE CO., ELYRIA, 0. 


Division of the American Radiator 
and Standard Sanitary Corporation 














OUR YOUNGSTERS HAVE FEWER COLDS 


“We've all been healthier with conditioned air. It’s 































warm on the floors and near the windows. Our 
Sunbeam gives us uniform heating.” 


COOLER NIGHTS AND 
COOLER DAYS TOO 


“Cool night air is circulated 
through every room. We sleep 
more soundly. We can install 
mechanical cooling any time.” 


THE AIR IS CLEANED. 
EVERY ROOM IS WARM 


“The filters remove the dust, 
germs and pollen. House clean- 
ing is easier. The Sunbeam 
electric blower circulates... 
positively forces .. . pure, 
clean warm air throughout 
the house.” 


WE HAVE MOISTENED 
AIR THAT’S HEALTHIER 


“Our Sunbeam humidifier wre 
moistens the air automati- 


cally. Humidified air safe- BE SURE YOU HAVE 
guards health, reduces colds, **“SPRAY’’ HUMIDITY 
flu, respiratory illness... Pre- 
serves furniture, furnishings 
«++ permits lower tempera- 
tures that lower fuel bills.” 


presen Rete le an 2 


Important! The Sunbeam spray hu- 
midifier positively injects atomized 
moisture into the air. Has adequate 
humidifying capacity. 





AND LOOK AT OUR 
LIVABLE BASEMENT 


“Tt’s as clean and health- 
ful as the upstairs. It’s a 
spacious recreation room 
for the whole family.” 


The Fox Furnace Company, 
Elyria, Ohio. 
Please send me your new, free book- 
let on Sunbeam Air Conditioning for 
(_] my present home 
{_] a new home 
_ Sa , 
Address — a 
City 














ATTRACTIVE SUNBEAM GRILLES 
SAVE FLOOR SPACE 


“Attractive Sunbeam grilles harmonize 
with woodwork, do not take up floor 
space. There’s nothing to interfere with 
the arrangement of furniture. They can 
be adjusted to divert the air in any 
desired direction.” 














PonperING a pool, an arbor, or an arch- 
way for your garden this year?” queries Paul 
Frese. “With house, garage, walks. driveways, 
hedges or fence, sometimes it’s an interesting 
problem to accommodate the garden features 
you really want, all on a small lot. 

“One practical solution is to inter-relate the 
features you add with your grounds’ perma- 
nent units. For instance: 

“An informal pool is happiest with back- 
ground planting, so it’s natural to plan that 
your lot line’s shrubs or evergreens will be the 
background for your pool. Or, you’ve a back- 
yard center walk and would like a formal pool? 
Have it—round or rectangular—at the focal 
point of interest at the end of your walk. As 


IT’S News TO ME! 


an alternate idea, I like an arbor at the far 
end of this garden view. 

“An archway? A true use for it is to lead 
from one side of a barrier to the other; so, on 
the small lot, place it to open a hedge or fence.” 

“U_m-m,” Nick muses (’twixt sketching, 
erasing, and pencil-nibbling, as he plots on 
paper our garden plan), “ Paul objects to clut- 
tered, hodge-podge garden features. He thinks 
we should find the reasonable place for each 
one to be! Come along, Anna, let’s look again 
at the garden. I think we have a good arrange- 
ment in this plan I’ve sketched.” 


Chane Soy ca Olson 





4 This window ventilator (Sketch 1) is a per- 
forated all-metal shell, the holes staggered so 
that snow and sleet are kept out and you get 
fresh air without draft. It fits just outside the 
window sash and you can close the window, 
leaving the ventilator in place. [ 30- to 40-inch, 
$2.50 plus shipping cost on 4 pounds, The Wag- 
ner Products Corp., Wrigley Bldg., Chicago ] 


¢ The portable electric steam radiator (2) 
pushes about easily, merrily starts heating 
when you plug in the cord. Thermostat auto- 
matically turns the current on and off to keep 
the temperature you’ve set. It also has an 
automatic current switch which is a safeguard 
against steam pressure getting too high. Of 
4 sizes, all 2 feet high or less, the second size 


Bae de 
BETTER FOODS AND EQUIPMENT 


Edna Van Horn 


BETTER GARDENS 


Paul F. Frese 


quickly neats a 6- x 8-foot bathroom. [ No. 
7/94, $50, plus express on 60 pounds, Burn- 
ham Boiler Corp., Irvington, N. Y. } 


¢ One of those things that can’t happen, but 
does, is a fus!-size household fire. On a begin- 
ning fire, I learn, it’s easy to use the hand- 
extinguisher (3). Just turn the handle and 
pump. Buy re-fill liquid in a metal can. [ 1- 
quart extinguisher, metal or colored enamel 
finish, $14; refill $1.50 a quart; Pyrene Mfg. 
Co., 560 Belmont Ave., Newark, N. J. ] 


¢ When blooms are scarce, Fae Huttenlocher, 
Better Homes & Gardens’ table-setting editor, 
sometimes floats them in these chastely simple, 
rather heavy, clear glass bowls (4). Blossom 








BUILDING AND REMODELING 
a 


John Normile 












heads, stems, and leaves show thru, and the 

lass catches gleams of table light and silver. 

Left to right: vase No. 580, $2.50; bowl 8 
inches tall, $3.75; flat bowl, 8-inch diameter, 
$2.50; 1014-inch oblong, $6.25. Depending upon 
the geographic location, prices may be less in 
your stores. The Cambridge Glass Co., Cam- 
bridge, Ohio ] 


¢ Stork shower? The adjustable frame (5) will 
dry baby’s sweaters just right, and not too 
tight for him, from the time he’s 6 months to 
3 years old! Comes with a gift card. [ $2.10 
plus postage on 114 pounds, Mueller Garment 
NY Co., 34 Catherine St., Schenectady, 


¢ With the stiff, 3-inch tape and brass clips 
(6), you can make perfect drapery pleats— 
single, box, or triple—evenly spaced. Christine 
Holbrook explains that, with the tape sewed 
right-side up, flat against the back-top of your 
drapery, the clips slip thru specially woven 
vertical loops to make the pleats. Each clip’s 
curved end hooks over the curtain rod. [ In 
stores, Perfect Pleater with Pleater Hooks, \ess 
than 35 cents a yard. E. L. Mansure Co., 1605 
Indiana Ave., Chicago ] 


4 In its wood casement windows with double 
glass, one manufacturer has placed two adjust- 
able condensation-control vents which lead 
from out-of-doors to the air pocket between the 
glass panes. Explanation is that by introducing 
a very small amount of cold, dry air into this 
space the warmer air’s moisture is lessened, 
thereby increasing the effectiveness of the dou- 
ble glass. [ Andersen Corp., Bayport, Minn. | 


¢ John Normile explains that a home-heating 
boiler of modern, attractive exterior has in- 
terior planned to be quickly adaptable to 
stoker, oil, or hand-firing without sacrificing 
anything in appearance or good construction. 
Good news, he says, te folks who, installing a 
heating system, aren’t quite ready for auto- 
matic firing, but want a boiler that will easily 
take a stoker or oil-firing when they’re ready! 
[| Heat Extractor; series starts at approximately 
$100 plus installation cost; National Radiator 
Corp., Johnstown, Pa. | 


¢ Soon to select wallpaper for your house of 
definite type, or for a room of special period? 
Or, aim to emphasize in its paper a room’s 
feeling of seeming restful, zestful, or cordial? 
Whatever, I think you'll like the concise new 
booklet that’s a basic decoration guide in wall- 
paper selection. [ Ask for The Romance of Mod- 
ern Decoration, 10 cents; Dept. B-27, Imperial 
Paper & Color Corp., Glens Falls, N. Y. ] 


¢ Our club committee is writing St. Valentine 
party bids with a pen dipped into the deli- 
cately perfumed, blue ink that’s news! A sealed 
letter, opened a week later, retains the fresh 
fragrance of gardenia or rose. [ 50 cents; Jnk 
scents; Germac Co., Oneida, New York | 


HOME FURNISHINGS 


Christine Holbrook 

















